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Message from the Vice Chancellor

University of Kelaniya

It is indeed a great honor for me to offer this message for the
International Conference on Land Transportation, Locomotive
Heritage and Road Culture - 2017 of Centre for Heritage
Studies, University of Kelaniya.

University of Kelaniya is organizing National and International
Conferences under various themes as we always encourage the
exposure to new knowledge. As a leading higher educational

S institution, the University of Kelaniya is very much conscious
B e .
B el 2bout the research outputs which would be a great asset to the

society. In this context Centre for Heritage Studies plays an important role by organizing an
International Conference.

This International Conference provides an impressive opportunity to researchers to present
their research findings on Land Transportation, Locomotive Heritage and Road Culture. This
event will undoubtedly contribute to provide new knowledge on a particular theme.

I wish to congratulate the Director and the Deputy Director of Centre for Heritage Studies, and
the organizing committee of the International Conference on Land Transportation, Locomotive
Heritage and Road Culture - 2017 for their remarkable efforts towards this event. Further, [ am
delighted to congratulate all the participants.

Professor D. M. Semasinghe
Vice Chancellor
University of Kelaniya



Message from the

Deputy Vice Chancellor

It is an honour for me to write these words as the Deputy
Vice Chancellor of the University of Kelaniya for the
International Conference on Land Transportation,
Locomotive Heritage and Road Culture - 2017 organized
by the Centre for Heritage Studies, University of Kelaniya.

International Conferences pave the way for networking
with scholars and develop new knowledge. The Centre for

Heritage Studies plays an important role to develop and share new knowledge among scholars
by organizing international conferences. Therefore, I am sure that the International Conference
on Land Transportation, Locomotive Heritage and Road Culture - 2017 will be an ideal
platform to expose new knowledge. Finally, I would like to congratulate the Director and the
Deputy Director of Centre for Heritage Studies, and the organizing committee of this
conference for their successful effort of organizing this highly important conference.

Professor Lakshman Senevirathne
Deputy Vice Chancellor
University of Kelaniya



Message from the Dean

Faculty of Social Sciences

It is a great pleasure to offer my congratulations as the Dean of
the Faculty of Social Sciences, for the International Conference
on Land Transportation, Locomotive Heritage and Road Culture
- 2017 organized by the Centre for Heritage Studies, University
of Kelaniya.

This is a vital opportunity for the researchers to share their
research findings on Land Transportation, Locomotive Heritage

and Road Culture at an International Platform.

I would like to make this an opportunity to pay my heartfelt wishes to the organizing committee
of the International Conference on Land Transportation, Locomotive Heritage and Road
Culture - 2017 and research presenters.

Professor A. H. M. H. Abayarathna
Dean

Faculty of Social Sciences
University of Kelaniya



A Remarkable Landmark on

Heritage Studies

. It 1s a great pleasure to offer my congratulations as the
 Dean of the Faculty of Humanities, for the International
Conference on Land Transportation, Locomotive
Heritage and Road Culture - 2017 organized by the
Centre for Heritage Studies, University of Kelaniya.

This is an ideal platform for the researchers to share
their research findings on Land Transportation, Locomotive Heritage and Road Culture.
Therefore, I am sure that the International Conference on Land Transportation, Locomotive
Heritage and Road Culture - 2017 will be a remarkable landmark on studies related to this
theme.

Finally, I would like to congratulate the organizing committee of the International Conference
on Land Transportation, Locomotive Heritage and Road Culture - 2017.

Professor Patrick Ratnayake
Dean

Faculty of Humanities
University of Kelaniya



Message from the Chairman

Research Council

It is with great pleasure that I issue this message on the
occasion of the International Conference on Land
Transportation, Locomotive Heritage and Road Culture -
2017 organized by the Centre for Heritage Studies,
University of Kelaniya.

This is a great opportunity to academics and researchers in
the fields of Land Transportation, Locomotive Heritage and
Road Culture to widen their knowledge and expand innovative approaches to heritage studies.
The conference will also stimulate interdisciplinary research among researchers in the fields of
heritage studies, applied sciences, arts and humanities.

Therefore, I hope the International Conference on Land Transportation, Locomotive Heritage
and Road Culture - 2017 will provide a platform for all the presenters and participants for
presenting their latest research findings in the fields of heritage studies and sharing of opinion
from both researchers, academia and experts in the field. I have no doubt that the conference
trigger more eagerness among students, academics, researchers to sustain the research culture
not only in the Centre for Heritage Studies but also in other Centres of the University of
Kelaniya.

I congratulate the Director and the organizing committee of the Centre for Heritage Studies for
organizing this International Research Conference and wish every success.

Senior Professor N.P. Sunil Chandra
Chairman of the Research Council
University of Kelaniya, Sri Lanka



Message from the Director

Centre for Heritage Studies

I am proud to write this note on the first international event
organized by the Centre for Heritage Studies, University
of Kelaniya. The Centre was established in September this
year after restructuring and upgrading the Centre for Asian
Studies of the Faculty of Social Sciences. It is indeed a
challenging task to organize this type of an international
event within a few months after the initiation of the new
* Centre.

The conference theme, “Land transportation, locomotive heritage and road culture” has been
carefully selected to draw attention of academics to this important aspect of history, culture and
heritage.

There was an overwhelmingly response from scholars in Sri Lanka and abroad for the
conference ever since we first announced about it. It is our pleasure to see some veteran
academics of the field and lots of promising students among the respondents to our conference.

The idea of the conference has already made a mark in the academic culture of Sri Lanka as
there are a large number of students of Archaeology, History and Cultural Studies who have
keenly volunteered for the event considering it as their own work. I am sure that this new
enthusiasm will lead us to more prolific research in future in Sri Lanka as well as in other South
Asian counties.

I would like to take this opportunity to express my gratitude to our Vice Chancellor,
Prof. D.M. Semasinghe, who established the Center and for unreservedly supports its activities.

Professor Anura Manatunga
Senior Professor/ Department of Archaeology
Director/ Centre for Heritage Studies
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Lost on the pilgrim routes

Daya Dissanayake!
Abstract

Pilgrimages developed with devotees traveling to visit sacred spaces and sacred objects and
symbols. Among the followers of Buddha and Dhamma, there was no reason, and no necessity
to go on pilgrimages or worship any objects or symbols. One of the main reasons for the decline
of Buddha and Dhamma has been because of the adaptation of pilgrimages. Such pilgrimages
developed very fast with the development of transport facilities and travel routes, and were
very detrimental to the people following Buddha and Dhamma, as they were tempted to deviate
from the true path shown by the Buddha and to seek the easier, more comfortable path leading
to religious spaces, which in turn made them seek pleasure and prosperity in this life and the
next, with no reason to strive to escape from samsara. Most sacred spaces have become just
tourist spaces where the state, religious institutions and tourist organizations vie for financial
benefits. Providing transport for pilgrimages has become a worldwide business. It is almost
impossible to draw a line between pilgrims and tourists. Ashoka’s Dharma Yatra was not a
pilgrimage to visit sacred spaces, Buddhist or otherwise. For a true follower of Buddha and
Dhamma, the only way he could benefit from a visit to a Buddhist sacred space is by
contemplating on the Buddha’s teaching and trying to find his own escape into Nirvana. Travel
to Lumbini is very easy now, by flying direct to Kathmandu. Only 30% of the visitors to
Lumbini are Buddhist, while 51% are Hindu. In January 2013, 72.16% of them spent less than
30 minutes and only 5.5% spent over one hour. This was the theme of Balangoda Ananda
Maitreya thero's 'A Strange Story' written in 1930.

Key Words: Sacred space, Dharma yatra
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Paths, Places and Voids: some thoughts on a prehistoric symbolic
representation recovered from a cave in

Sabaragamuva Province, Sri Lanka

R. Somadeval, A. Wanninayake, D. Devage, J. Ambalampitiya, R. Fernando
Abstract

Symbolism is one of the major cognitive advances that had been prominently developed by
anatomically modern humans. It involved a complex web of biological, ecological and social
qualifiers acquired through the evolutionary pathways. Dealing with isolated disembodied
symbolic expressions created by the non-literate communities in an archaeological perspective,
poses a number of theoretical and methodological problems at the interpretative level. This
paper discusses about a symbolic manifestation registered on a natural rock boulder situated in
a rock shelter occupied by the prehistoric communities during the mid/late-Holocene (5000-
3500 BCE). This symbolic register contains 659 individual minuscule cupules hewn into the
rock surface which are scattered in an irregular pattern. This register was reproduced on a 1:1
scale on a paper and carefully documented, each and every character traceable in its physical
appearance, for analysis. The regional distribution pattern of the prehistoric sites and the
archeological materials excavated from five prehistoric cave shelters in the area, situated in the
proximity of the present location were taken as proxy data to contextualize the social and
ecological fabric of this symbolic register. Excavated food residues including charred floral
residues and faunal remains of the hunted animals were carefully sorted to search for any
changes which may have occurred in the subsistence strategy which was structurally coupled
with the idea of territoriality. It is hypothesized that the rugged terrain in the surrounding area
was inadequate to maintain an increased population within a limited area, thus compelling the
decision makers in the prehistoric groups to share their memories and experiences on the
landscape they utilized in order to control the competition for food quest. The preliminary
analysis allows to formulate a working hypothesis which proposes that this symbolic
representation manifests the imaginary landscape of the immediate surroundings of prehistoric
communities of the area. This essay attempts to devise a method and framework of inference
which will, in practice, allow the archaeological evidence to be used to make a contribution to
the debate which goes beyond the general speculations while working with such symbolic
artifacts.

Key Words: Cognitive archaeology, Prehistoric symbolism, Landscape archaeology
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Promoting Railway Tourism in Si Lanka

Suvimali Rathnayake!
Abstract

Accessibility is one of the main components in tourism destination. Traveling by train is a
famous accessibility method of the tourism industry. Railway tourism or train tourism is not a
new concept. It dates back to late 1800s, when railway were developed and expanded many
sectors of the world. This study is a desk research about the development of railway tourism,
Indian railway market and identifies issues of Sri Lankan railway tourism and promoting
furthermore. The basis of foundation of railway tourism was placed by the United Kingdom.
As our main industry competitor, India has utilized their railway potentials for the tourism
industry in a profitable manner. Tour operators use good marketing campaigns and introduce
flexible packages to increase railway tourist market. Although there are many resources in Sri
Lanka as well, those have not been properly used. Travel companies in Sri Lanka, giving
chance for travelers to experience the train tours as a part of their main tour package. Mainly
“JF tours” and “Exporails” travel companies promote railway tourism in Sri Lanka. Sri Lanka
Tourism Development Authority (SLTDA) with the collaboration of Railway department, plans
to launch a new accommodation project in railway stations. To face the competition, Sri Lanka
has to have a good plan together with private and public sectors. Moreover, it is essential to use
powerful marketing strategies to attract more railway travellers to the destination.

Key Words: Railway, Tourism, Potentials, Sri Lanka, India, Promote
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Trade Centers of Early Medieval Eastern India and Their connectivity
Anil Kumar!
Abstract

The Post Gupta social formation was marked by the emergence of regional identities. Right
from the time of the Guptas, and more so during the post Gupta time the process of the origin
and evolution of states which was till then confined to the upper and middle valleys of Ganga
with some activities on this front also going on in some other parts of the sub-continent, came
to acquire a regional dimension. This was preceded by a large-scale agrarianisation of the
erstwhile peripheral areas and this in turn set in motion the beginnings of differing patterns of
regional economies during the period. In the case of eastern India, despite sub-regional
variations, one encounters the emergence of a cultural idiom that can be said to have assumed
an identity of its own. While talking about eastern India, one needs to take into consideration
the differing conjunction of forces that operated in its three sub-regions — Mithila, Bengal and
Orissa. While a large part of Bihar constituting the mid-Ganga valley had hitherto been the core
area of economic development, the area of Bengal was yet to undergo that process of the
exploitation of natural resources. Despite the Magadhan intrusions into these areas and the
emergence of localized state systems the developed elements of material culture had at best
made only a nominal presence with their major segments remaining in the backwaters of
economic development. Bengal was either commercial or administrative, but the situation
started changing during the Gupta period. There are references indicating that such centres
continued to exist during Gupta and the post-Gupta period with changed character. Most of the
urban centres were converted into either religious or fortified administrative nuclei during this
period. This change in character itself is indicative of their dissociation from the mercantile
activities. There is hardly any convincing evidence of large scale external trade in the early
eastern India. The decline in trade is attested by the decline in the fortunes of both Tamralipti
and Saptagrama by the early medieval times. Seemingly, the expanding agrarian economy
along with the on-going process of state formation in the area sustained the urban centres that
also emerged as centres of community activities in different regions. Responses to these queries
shall, no doubt, assume the centrality in any discourse related to the making of early medieval
India. Such an exercise needs to explicate the concern that all region-specific developments, if
these have to have any bearing on the attempts to construct our past, have to be related to the
broader processes of the concurrently dominant social formation. A negation of this reality
would tantamount to the denial of the elements of commonality in regional formation in north
India. Such a stance leads to the projection of a pattern of cultural evolution characterized by
the insolubly situated and spatially fragmented societies. Adherence to such a formation brings
one face to face with a number of questions that are conceptually uncomfortable. If the process
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of evolution of regional cultures is exclusively rooted in the complexities of their respective
spatial context, then why is it that such a process, almost in every region, starts during the same
period, i.e. the 5th-6" centuries A.D.? Has it anything to do with the social restructuring that
the upper and middle valleys of Ganga underwent during this period? Moreover, how to
rationalize for those elements of regional cultures, too intelligibly articulated to be ignored,
that were obviously disseminated from the mid-Ganga valley? The construction of an “alternate
mode” of analysis, therefore, cannot afford to disengage itself from the dominant historical
process of the times. It is with these concerns at the centre stage that the present paper seeks to
explore the twin issues of the differential pattern of urban growth in north India during the
Gupta period and the factors responsible for the emergence of cultural nuclei (the contemporary
urban pattern being one of its manifestations) in the erstwhile peripheral regions. An
archaeological survey of northern India of the times brings to the fore a significant
chronological dimension of the habitational pattern of the early Indian urban centres. Despite
suggestion to the contrary fitted into any universally applicable and chronologically
standardized format. The dominant stand in the current debate on the question of urban decay
in early India, however, ignores this variant chronological schema of decline obviously to
buttress the hypothesis of the emergence of the homogenetic and chronologically uniform
feudal formation of the Gupta/post-Gupta period. This dichotomy between urban tradition and
feudal formation has been accorded such an absolute relevance in Indian historiography that
complete negation of urban form becomes a logical deduction in the context of the feudal mode
of production. Is the antagonism between feudalism and towns, so intense? Does one negate
the other so comprehensively? Or does it distinctly underline a pattern of urban decline that
was both qualitative and quantitative in nature? What is then the specific form of the opposition
between the two? Marx, in his apparently Eurocentric definition of the specificity of the feudal
town, does lay bare the dynamics of the relationship: “The history of the classical antiquity is
the history of the cities, but of cities founded on landed property and agriculture: Asiatic history
is a kind of undifferentiated unity of town and countryside (the largest cities must be regarded
here as royal camps as works of artifice created above the economic construction proper); the
Middle Ages (Germanic period) begin with the land as the seat of history, whose further
development then moves forward in the opposition between town and countryside; the modern
age 1s the urbanization of the country, not the realization of the city as in antiquity”. This
opposition need not be construed as a complete negation of towns in the feudal complex. The
complexity of an inherent antagonism between feudalism and towns as well as the latter’s
separation from the countryside finds an echo in the writings of Weber, Braudel and Sjoberg
who delimit the town as an institutional expression of power. Taking the cue from Weber, Philip
Abrams situates the town in a larger social context called the complex of domination, which is
marked by a struggle to constitute and elaborate power. Such a concept of domination and
power associated with the medieval European towns had a crucial bearing on the explanations
related to the formation of the cultural and economic base for the origins of capitalism. The
projection of these “non-feudal islands in the feudal seas” as the prime mover towards
capitalism underlines this position. The more recent writings on this topic, however, do not talk
in terms of an absolute antagonism between feudalism and towns; rather they underscore the
changing functional nature of these settlements. Now the process of urbanization is sought to
be situated within the feudal system and the medieval towns are seen as development integral
5
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to it. Significantly, it has been suggested that the feudal pattern of social control constrained
economic within towns and instead of looking for urban origins of capitalism, one should look
for its rural roots. A feudal society, therefore, does not negate the very tradition of urbanization;
it only makes the town bereft of meaningful economic initiatives. The suggestion that some of
the early towns declined and got transformed into centres of pilgrimage underscores a similar
functional mutation. Trade primarily due to the new social context was sought to be localized,
a development well-articulated with the popularity of hattas (local market). They were
periodical in nature and near the religious centers.

In the early medieval economic and social circumstances, religious centers developed, which
further led to the construction of temples by the rulers as well as by the locally powerful
communities. It must be noted that these temples were not as gigantic or of great artistic value
either as compared to the Buddhist monasteries of contemporary eastern India. The reason
behind this was probably the fact that the Buddhist monasteries were built by the state or
supported directly by them as well as patronized by the rich business community. On the
contrary few of the Brahmanical structures were getting these advantages and they were having
support of the local followers. From the various excavation and exploration reports by
archaeologists temple structures of this period have been reported very often. But the ancient
historiography of eastern India, obsessed with the Buddhist, Jaina and other heterodox
monuments, has tended to just ignore it. The question why such a large number of temples
came up during this period, which is spread over the whole of modern Bihar and West Bengal,
particularly near the important Buddhist sites, was never posed. Moreover, the question why
the Pala rulers who were known for their Buddhist inclination later extended critical support to
Brahmans has also remained unaddressed.

References regarding local markets near these temples are examples of economic activities
being carried out in these places. The growing importance of Zirthayatras succeeded to some
extent in establishing a worthwhile contact between the other centres of the contemporary
period. Religious centres were well connected to each other by the land and river routes. The
majority of these centres was situated on the ancient trade routes of Bihar i.e. Mithila-Rajgriha,
Mithila-Kapilavastu, Mithila -Champa, Mithila-Tamralipti, Pataliputra-Champa, Rajgriha-
Gaya and Pataliputra-Gaya.

Key Words: Trade Centers, Early Medieval Eastern India
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‘Wheel’ — The Basis of Movement
In the Context of Indian Culture, Thought and Art

Dr. Jayalakshmi Yegnaswamy*
Abstract

Wheel is defined as a tangible circular object revolves on an axis, and while fixed beneath a
vehicle enables it to move over the land. The earliest wheel in history is the potter’s wheel
(c. 500 BCE), and when its horizontal position was changed to vertical it became the very basis
of the movement. The physical wheel emerged in every culture on the globe, universally
marked as a vital part mainly of the land vehicles. In India, particularly in Hindu belief wheel
is interpreted also in mythical, metaphysical and artistic contexts. In this regard, several
unwritten saga and written accounts on wheel are popular in both local and in the classical
realms. Termed as ‘chakra’ in Sanskrit, the wheel is mentioned in multifaceted contexts. For
example, the earliest Indian scripture Rig Veda mentioned ‘Thy two wheels’ (Rig-veda X, 85,
12.16) pointing at life; in Upanishads wheel is associated with the cosmos; in metaphysical
milieu it is referred to the time (kalachakra), virtues (dharmachakra) etc.; further to this, it is
mentioned as a divine weapon (sudarshanachakra) and power (shakti) of the Supremes
(in Ramayana, Mahabharata); also in multiple numbers it adored the divine vehicles (ratha) as
mentioned in various Hindu scriptures (Puranas); Besides this, as a desired subject to ancient
Indian sculptors, the wheel is seen in sculptural form in various Hindu temples. Added to this,
one of the most celebrated aspects of the wheel is the ‘Ashoka Chakra’ which with an extreme
admiration adorns the Indian National Flag forever. Thus, this paper will present the ‘wheel” in
Indian context as not only an indispensable body of a physical vehicle, but also an insightful
concept in Indian culture, thought and art as well. The selected visual examples included will
be from the historical sites in India.

Key Words: Wheel, Indian Context, Culture
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Palanquin — the wheel-less luxury cart
Mahua Chakrabarti!
Abstract

A palanquin, also called palki, is a covered sedan chair on four shafts carried by two, four or
more men (Kaahar). Palkis have been mentioned in the Indian epics. A beautifully decorated
and covered cart protected its passenger from the heat and dust, sometimes luxuriantly plated
with gold and silver, the covering and cushions inside made of fine silk. History recalls the use
of palanquins during purdah or the concealment of women from men usually before marriage.
Palanquins were a popular means of travel for royal and noble women up to the second quarter
of the 20" Century before automobiles became popular in India. Travelling by palanquin has
always been expensive and so the emperors, nobles and some travelers have mostly used this
mode of conveyance. The doli of the Indian bride was a cot suspended by the four corners from
a bamboo pole carried by two or four men. Smaller palkis could be open chairs carried by two
or more carriers. Spacious ones were mostly used by royalty for longer travel. Individual
palanquins were highly customizable depending on the need, social status, and/or journey for
which they were commissioned. Amenities for reading, writing, eating and sleeping were
provided. In addition, depending on the mood of the traveler, readers, singers, dancers or
storytellers accompanied. Palkis are still used, but only at ceremonies and in uneven mountain
zones. We may find the depiction of palanquin in Indian art in different forms such as, on
Gopuram at Amritaghateswarar-Abirami temple at Thirukkadaiyur, Tamil Nadu, in paintings
like Mughal painting, Garhwal painting, Company painting, engraving, aquatint, painting from
Mysore, Marwar painting, etc. Moreover, there are royal palanquins in fort museums of
Rajasthan. The present paper will discuss the palanquin, its structure, its use and depictions in
Indian art.

Key Words: Palanquin, Palki, Doli, Kaahar, Palanquin in Indian art
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Road etiquette observed when passing a door at a Kadaim-doratu during

the Kandian Kingdom

Sirilal Pereral
Abstract

Kandian Kingdom was divided into 12 parts and was ruled by twelve Kandian chieftains. The
boundaries of these geographical areas were known as Kadaim and the door was the doratu
only through which the people could pass. However, only the personnel of the secret service of
the king could cross the boundaries regardless of the door. Furthermore, some of the boundaries
were waterways. At these Kadaim-doratu, except for the king and the Maha Adikarama (Prime
minister) other chieftains had to observe a decorum to pass. They had to stop at these
checkpoints and inform the neighboring chieftain of their arrival by sound messages using the
gunshots, drums or blowing of the conch shell. Until an escort team is sent by the neighbor, the
visiting chieftain had to stay in a Ambalma, a rest room provided for the purpose. Even today
when the sacred Pattini anklet of the 438 years old Kada-dora Devale at Ruwanwellais taken
by perahera with honor through one of these non existing doors, such decorum is still observed.
The devotees of the shrine stop at an ancient boundary and starts blowing the conch until
devotees of the neighboring shrine responds and comes running with their drummers flag
bearers and an elephant to escort the sacred Pattini anklet to their shrine at Ambalan-owita for
the annual Gammadu festival in Morawatta. As part of tradition they never come early and
congregated at the boundary and if devotees do not respond to the blowing of the conch shell,
the perahera do not proceed beyond the kadaim boundary.

Key Words: Kandian Kindom, Boundary, Kadaim-doratu
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Artistic Expressions on the Vehicles
Ragini Bhat!
Abstract

The heritage of ‘transport’ is as ancient as the human existence; transport has much more
significance than the ‘movement’. The phenomenon of transport entails the connection of
cultures, carrier of ideas as well as innovations, which gradually led to the evolution of
civilizations. The invention of wheel made the process dynamic, and various modes of transport
became one of the niches to represent culture of people. Like various monuments, various
modes of transport couldn’t remain untouched with the creative expressions, besides, the
transport theme also found place often in various folk tales and folklores. The paper brings
forth a different aspect of transport where one couldn’t refrain from visualizing that the world
of transport is so colourful. It encapsulates briefly the development of art and craftsmanship on
the modes of transport in Indian context. The beautiful transport collection from the ‘Heritage
Transport Museum’ shall be used to highlight the association of visual & literary arts with the
transport modes. ‘Heritage Transport Museum’ opened its doors to the public in December
2013 in an industrial belt of Gurgaon, and it is set up with the objective of evolving a multi
experiential facility exploring the historicity of transportation in India. Light would also be
thrown on the ’Street Jewellery’ Project, which has been initiated by the Museum to document
and preserve the various forms of artistic expressions on the vehicles. On the whole the key
factors that shall be talked about comprise of the background history of vehicle decoration,
some specimens from the Museum collection, the process of documentation, paucity of ample
research available, and the preservation of this dying art.

Key Words: Vehicle decoration, Transport Museum, Truck art, Street Jewellery
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Wheel to Wheel less Locomotives“Revolutionary discoveries, heritage and

its exposition in Museum: A Case Study
Dhriti Ray!
Abstract

Discovery of the wheel in the late Neolithic followed by the use of spoke wheel in carts in the
second half of the 4" Millennium BCE in Mesopotamia or specifically in the Sumerian
Civilization initiated the journey of wheeled communication. Wheel made possible human
achievement in every sphere, including science and technology. Discovery of wheeled
locomotive in the early 19 century initiated a revolution across the world. Locomotive is a
powerful self-propelled vehicle engine having the power to pull a wheeled train on railways.
At first, it was horses that pulled such train on rails. With the invention of steamed locomotives
followed by diesel and electricity, man achieved the speed that makes possible faster
communication, globalization and modernization. Technological revolution makes possible
several discoveries in the field of locomotives and the latest and till fastest is the Maglev the
wheel less train runs electromagnetically. The journey that began with wheels becomes wheel
less in the course of time and a day will come when it becomes our heritage. The paper is a
Case Study on the Maglev Museum, Shanghai in China, which is a unique museum of its kind,
represents the journey of wheel to wheel less locomotives along with the human discoveries
and technological revolution. Based on this case study an effort has taken to show the need of
such museum in preserving and documenting our locomotive heritage and the role that can be
played through such initiative.

Key Words: Wheel, Wheel less, Locomotive, Maglev, Electro-magnet, Speed
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The Clues on the Silk Road in the Pali Cannon, the Commentaries and the

Chronicles
Dr. Vijitha Kumara' Ven. S. Nanda?

Abstract

The importance of the Pali Canonical and Commentarial literatures cannot be narrowed to the
religious teachings only. It, indeed, incorporates the essential information that gives light on
the other subjects such as culture, history, politics, etc. The issue herein is that all the scholars
draw their much attention on the Vedic and the Brahmanic texts written in Sanskrit only. Yet,
it should be noted that the evidences found in the Pali literature shed lights to develop the
innovative research works in the humanities. The history of the Silk Road extended to both the
land and sea could be re-read by referring the relevant Pali sources. In particular, the history of
the land map can be revised through the information related to the trading system and the stories
of the merchants come to light with the Canon. The Maha Niddesa, the Maha
Parinibbanasutta, the Commentary of the Udana, the Commentary of the Petavattu, the
Buddhavamsa and its commentary, the Milinda Paniha and the Commentary on the
Dhammapada are dealing with vital evidences regarding the trading culture. Except the above
sources, a few chronicles such as the Chakesa Dhatuvamsa, the Sasanavamsa and the Nalata
Dhatuvamsa are also giving considerable facts. This paper aims to inquire what contribution
could be made by the Pali sources to review the Indic history, particularly, the Silk Road.
I herein would refer three sorts of literary layers related to the Pali literature only. The key
method in this research will be the analytical method and in relevant arguments, the
comparative method also would be applied.

Key Words: Pali canon, Commentaries, Chronicles, Silk Road
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Kolkata’s Tram- Running Heritage Vehicle in Indian Transport System:
The Museum Implanted for the Preservation

and Conservation of Vintage Vehicle

Puspa Das?
Abstract

We have seen Kolkata’s Tram has its own heritage in this world. But, today’s Kolkata is not
the same as earlier Kolkata. After the 17" century to pre-independent era of India as well as
Calcutta, a lot of foreign communities settled in Calcutta. But after 1757, East India Company
came to India and administrative control. That time Calcutta was the capital of British India.
Now in Calcutta a system of transformation developed by the British. During that period, lot
of Jamindari families tried to continue the British administration. Gradually various types of
art and sculpture grew in that era. By the end of 18" century, a new transport system depended
upon palanquin, horse riding etc, but during that period, British Government started spreading
the transport system widely. They established Tramways steam engine in 1873. Now, the
tramways transport system is still going on Kolkata’s road. It is one of the running heritages
in India. This transport system has crossed 144 years. The Tramway is a unique heritage to
carry on our oldest memorable memory of transportation which we have forwarded to our next
generation. The tram is the only vehicle which was established at Calcutta in India. When it
was started, it was a non-electrical vehicle. Kolkata’s tram played an invaluable role in
Kolkata’s transport system. Almost 144 years later it still survives and is providing its service
for the citizens of Kolkata. Today we have seen that other vehicles also play a role in the
transport system. Nowadays, Kolkata‘s tram compelled to compete with the other vehicles. But
tramways want to protect their vintage heritage. In present day, Kolkata tram included Calcutta
Tramways Corporation who wants to preserve their vintage locomotive heritage. So, they have
created a museum in tramways vehicle, which is called ‘Smaranika’. These details will be
discussed at a later stage. The tram museum needs proper preservation and conservation.
Museum creates a museum environment for the living heritage which lives forever. Researcher
deeply believed that if we need to take a few proper steps for the development and up gradation
for these vintage vehicles. Researcher hopes that it will be running forever. So, Kolkata’s tram
is very nostalgic part of their city. Without Tramways system is Kolkata’s symbol known pale.
After the full paper researcher will discuss this elaborately.

Key Words: Kolkata, Tramways, Transportation, Museum, Heritage
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Road to Jaffna —Road to Reconciliation in Sri Lanka

Osantha Nayanapriya Thalpawila®
Abstract

As a result of the civil war in Sri Lanka, the entire road network and many bridges in the
Northern and the Eastern provinces had been destroyed or rendered practically unusable due to
armed attacks and negligence of maintenance for a long time. The Northern Railway from
Colombo to Kankesanthurai (KKS) has been the most popular transport service to the North
since the British era. Besides the thousands of passengers, the main transportation of goods,
fuel, and the mail was by rail for a long time. Likewise, the Talaimannar railway service was
linked with the ferry service between Rameswaram in India and the Talaimannar Pier in Sri
Lanka. This railway service was very popular among the passengers of the two countries.
However, the two railway lines were completely destroyed by the LTTE and they robbed the
steel bars of the track to build their bunkers in the war period. The aim of this paper is to
evaluate the reconstruction process of roads and railway networks in the former war affected
areas and its affect to the community and reconciliation in the country. The primary and the
secondary data were used for this study. The government believed that as seen from an
economic perspective, the reconstructed and developed highways and railway networks would
help to speed up and facilitate the budding development projects and in terms of peace they
would help to reconnect all ethnic groups in the rest of the country with those in Northern Sri
Lanka. With the help of the world financial institutions and donor countries the government
reconstructed the road and railway network in the North and the East provinces and
reconnected the entire nation with former war affected areas. It was observed that now people
could travel from the South to Jaffna and Batticaloa by road very comfortably without any
checkpoints, barriers or other hassles. The newly renovated highway and railway networks
facilitate the conduct of passenger services well. Further, visits of the local tourists from the
South have renewed the relationships between both races, which augurs well for reconciliation
in the country.

Key Words: Railway, Reconciliation, Reconstruction, War in Sri Lanka
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Pack Animals for Transportation
Chamalka Kothalawala®
Abstract

Pack Animals such as camels, goats, elephants, mules, donkeys, horses and yaks are used by
humans to transport goods, humans, etc. All the weight bears on pack animals’ back. In ancient
time, animals such as camels, goats, yaks, water buffaloes, elephants, mules, donkeys and
horses were used for transportation. Most of the pack animals are ungulates. Elephants were
used for carrying logs. Pack animals are filled with pack saddles. From the sixteenth century,
pack animals have been used for carrying goods. The maximum load for animals is normally a
Y4 of their body weight. The term ‘pack animals’ is traditionally used and is contrast to draft
animals. Working animals pull loads such as pillows, carts or heavy logs. Rather than carrying
cargo directly on its back, the pack saddle is designed to be secured on the back of horses, mule
or other working animals. They can carry heavy loads such as luggage, firewood, small cannons
or other weapons which are too heavy to be carried by humans. Pack saddles consist of wooden
blocks, and breast collars which holds the saddle on the animals’ back. In Sri Lankan history,
according to professor Paranavithana, there were horse trainers and elephant trainers. Elephants
were captured from Sri Lankan jungles and horses were imported from India. Also, in the past,
essential things like rice, coffee and fertilizers were transported using bullock carts.
“Tawalama” is the famous load carrier in Sri Lanka. Elephant cart was used to transport good.
Donkeys were also used for transporting goods.

Key Words: Pack Animal, Pack saddle, Sri Lanka, Transport
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Conserving Built Railway Heritage: Need for a New Approach
Shraddha Bhatawadekar?
Abstract

Railways form an integral part of achievements of the Industrial age that changed the notions
of distance, time and space, and led to progress and development. Running the railways
involved huge infrastructure, including laying the railway lines to build railway stations.
Railway stations today form a major aspect of built railway heritage, and manifest the
intelligent combination of technology, beauty and function. New innovative techniques were
adopted in constructing the stations. These stations were designed as landmarks in the city in
which they were built. The study of built railway heritage is important not only as industrial
heritage, but also as sites preserving cultural heritage. Many stations were built in styles of
architecture current at the time and incorporated the art, aesthetic elements of the period. The
significance of railway stations extends beyond the industrial and cultural heritage given the
living paradigm associated with them. Many originally built stations are still in use, and have
evolved over time incorporating the changing needs. The urban context surrounding these
places has changed, the flow of traffic has expanded, and movement of people and goods has
multiplied. The evolving nature of these places also has a role to play in shaping the
significance of built railway heritage. Understanding their significance thus requires a
pluralistic approach to comprehend the complexity and layering they offer. This research
establishes the need for a new approach to assess significance of built railway heritage in India
through a case study of Chhatrapati Shivaji Terminus (CST), situated in the city of Mumbai.
This is hoped to form a base for future communication, management and conservation
decisions for building railway heritage.

Key Words: Railway heritage, Railway stations, Significance assessment, Conservation
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Usage of Railway Trails in experiencing Sri Lankan culture: A sustainable

tourism product development proposal for Sri Lanka

Indrachapa Gunasekara®
Abstract

Sri Lanka as a developing nation focuses on economic development through tourism. In this
regard numerous tourism products are introduced with various tourism concepts. Cultural
tourism as a prominent example in Sri Lanka tourism, has a vast variety of products in catering
to different clientele. When it comes to different forms of tourist activities and the tourist flow
inside the country, different categories can be identified in usage of transportation. Considering
this situation, this specific research attempts to develop railway cultural tour with different
items of diverse culture in Sri Lanka. This product will be based on Sustainable Tourism
concept and will focus on community development, cultural interaction, tourist satisfaction,
tourism diversification which leads to national economic development. The specific research
is based on qualitative research methodology where a randomly sampled questionnaire survey
carried out for pilot investigation of tourist expectations and a library research and statistical
information was taken into account as secondary information. An itinerary based on railway
trail and the supporting facilities have been proposed as a cultural tourism product which is
capable of catering numerous tourist expectations.

Key Words: Railway Tourism, Sustainable Development, Cultural Interaction, Tourist
Satisfaction
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Integrating Environmental Safeguards in Roads Sector Development,

Sri Lanka

Poorna Yahampath?

Abstract

Roads development in Sri Lanka has become a key agenda in national development process,
fulfilling needs of infrastructure establishment. Improvements of existing roads have been
prioritized instead of new roads construction in rural and urban areas. Roads development in
Sri Lanka being administrated in different scales; nationally by Roads Development Authority
(11700 km of national highways), provincially by Provincial Roads Development Authorities
(15500 km of provincial roads) Locally by Local Authorities (65000 km of local authority
roads) and 24000 km of roads owned or controlled by other authorities. Sri Lanka’s road
network is dense and well laid-out providing connectivity to the country’s population, also the
network density is among the highest in South Asia. The roads development financial
mechanism has been functioned in phases of improvement and operational. Main cost needed
for improvement as the implementation, the International Financial Institutions (IFIs) being
played key role such as World Bank, Asian Development Bank. Even though National
Environment Act guided for Environmental considerations, due to mandatory requirement of
IFIs Environmental Safeguards has integrated in to a great extent. Under the Environmental
Safeguards Policy of IFI, globally Environmental Assessment and Management Framework
(EAMF) has been developed as a Project based overall document, to guide the entire project.
The EAMF is enriched with environmental impact category and nature of the environmental
impact. Possible mitigation measures have been described precisely under the phases of Pre-
construction, During-Construction and Post-Construction. According to EAMF the Roads
Specific Environmental Assessment has been conducted for each of the roads and the report is
prepared to guide the development of Environmental Management Plan and to further develop
the Environmental Management Action Plan. Concluding, the Environmental Safeguards
system in roads development sector well established for better Environmental Management, by
balancing the concept of “development & conservation”.

Key Words: Roads, Environmental Safeguards, Environmental Management
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TUK- TUKS
W.D.1.Sandakumari®
Abstract

The arrival of the first three-wheelers in Srilanka was not 3decades ago, as many people think,
but in the 19" century. Gradually radio taxis were introduced for Colombo residents, alongside
auto-rickshaw three-wheelers imported from India. Presently three-wheelers are popular in
rural villages; highly in the hill country. The fact that we called a TUK-TUK today is known
in India as an auto rickshaw is a clue to its descent in design and convenience from the hand-
pulled rickshaws of the late 19" century. Rickshaws were popular with early 20" century
visitors for sightseeing. The rickshaw gave its name to the auto rickshaw (which is commonly
known as TUK-TUK or three wheeler in SL). The recently introduced new model 4-stroke
auto-rickshaw with three wheels has actually descended from the popular two wheel Italian-
made scooter, the Vespa. In 1926, Jamaal Bajaj, an adopted son of Mahatma Gandhi, founded
the Bajaj Auto Company in India. In 1956 a cab was added to the design and the three-wheeler
became known as the Piaggio Ape. Three wheeler transport mode is very popular in cities.
Some people add the various sayings behind the three-wheeler. Three wheeler transport mode
has a culture. Some three-wheelers are used to promote tourism. Today the three-wheeler taxi
or ‘TUK -TUK’ is the transport of Sri Lankans or tourists who want to get somewhere in a

hurry.

Key Words: TUK-TUK, Taxi, Transport, Tourism
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PALANQUIN : The symbol of Royalty and luxury of ancient Assam:

Special reference to wedding rituals and bearers profession

Hiranmayee Das Gogoil, Gitanjali Goswami?

Abstract

Palanquin was a means of land transport which is especially used in eastern Asia as well as in
Assam usually for one person that consists of an enclosed box-like litter borne on the shoulders
of men by means of poles. It was a passenger conveyance vehicle, usually for one or two
person. Owning one and keeping the staff to power it was a luxury affordable even to low-paid
clerks. The time of Ahom emperors in Assam, dula served as military ambulances, used for
carrying the wounded from the battlefield. In that period the most prevalent mode of long
distance transport for the affluent was by palanquin. The royal messengers could arrange, with
a few days’ notice, relays of bearers to convey a traveller's palanquin between stations. The
distance between two important places averaged about 10 miles (16 km), and could be covered
within three to four hours. A relay's usual complement consisted of two torch-bearers, two
luggage-porters, and eight palanquin-bearers who worked in a group of four, although all eight
might pitch in at steep sections and also in dark also to make it easier. A passenger could travel
straight through or break their journey at certain stations. Modern use of the palanquin is
limited to ceremonial occasions. A dula carries the bride in a traditional wedding and they may
be used to carry religious images in Hindu processions. During tour, the bearers practiced some
specific folk songs to overcome their tiredness and pain. In wedding rituals there are thousands
of songs in Assam related with palanquins. Now these practices are nearing extinction due to
modernization and passage of time. These practices carry a rich cultural value and need a brief
study to maintain the cultural heritage of Assam. Through this study people will be enlightened
and the new generation will be aware of their heritage.

Key Words: Palanquin, transport, wedding, folksongs, bearers
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Socio-cultural Impact of advent of Metro on Street Scenario of Bengaluru

Vibhavari Kumar!
Abstract

Guttierrez remarks, the socio-cultural transformation is a great happening and a reality that is
necessary and inevitable part of urban transformation. This happening only varies in degrees
depending on the pace of change. Change is an unchangeable phenomenon of society. Webster
Dictionary explains, “socio-cultural - relating to, or involving a combination of social and
cultural factors”. Sociologists define sociology as a scientific study of human society and social
behavior. Sociologists view of culture includes religion, art, philosophy, literature, music,
dance, etc. which brings satisfaction and pleasure to many. It is the expression of final aspects
of life. The current modern Indian culture is a cultural assimilation due to migration to cities
and is a mix of evolved ancient cultures brought through village immigrants and profound
influence of the west through multinational exposure, which has been well talked about by
sociologists like MSA Rao and MN Srinivas. One of the means of infrastructure development
or progress of a city is through transport systems. The means adopted to ease out the traffic
congestion in a city is by making transportation people and environment friendly which is Mass
Rapid Transit System (MRTS). This study would encompass Socio-cultural aspects and urban
transformation with respect to city dynamics, retail evolution and changing lifestyle in suburbs
of Bengaluru with the advent of metro. The objective of this study is to study the Social
transformation due to socio-psychological change of the space and socio-cultural life due to
urban physical development. A reference study taken is of Delhi metro and its impact, which
changed the suburb of Dwaraka. A combination of qualitative and quantitative methods has
been used to undertake this exploratory research. Observations and interviews have also been
conducted apart from surveys done to understand user, shopkeepers and people in vicinity of
metro stations.

Key Words: Socio-cultural, Transportation, Metro, Bengaluru, Street and neighbourhood
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Ancient corridor of Pakistan linkages with rest of other world and its

impact on trade culture and pilgrimages

Nighat Aslam?
Abstract

Geographically in ancient times the term Pakistan applied to the North West region of
Subcontinent. Owing to its peculiar geographical location ancient Pakistan had been closer
contact with Afghanistan, China, Central Asian and West through Gandhara with many routes.
The routes gradually converted into roads and highways. In ancient Pakistan many types of
corridors developed such as king highway, caravan routes, pilgrims routes, trade routes and
military routes. Grand Trunk road is the best example of king highway which was established
by the Achaemenians dynasty. The Uttarapatha was the major rote of commercial and cultural
exchange between the North-western borderlands of South Asia and Northern India. It was a
Northern route started from Magadha through the Gangetic Basin and passes running through
the region of Gandhara to far-away Western Asia as a royal trade route combined with a
constant inflow of immigrants from highland Asia. The Silk road (modern Karakoram
highway) was a historic road from Taxila to Kashghar via Thaha Kot,Chilas ,Gilgit and Hunza.
The Silk route mainly a pilgrim route but provided an opportunity to discover the possibilities
of trade. Khyber Pass route is the most famous route attracted migrants and armies. Migration
of Aryans, Greeks, Scythian, Kushan and Huns developed a new political and cultural history
of this region and served as an introduction pad for Buddhist spread across the Hindu Kush and
Karakorum mountains. All routes from the highland of Afghanistan, China and Central Asia
met at Taxila and it marked an important junction of routes to Kashmir and Chilas. The location
of Taxila at the main gate to India has a network of routes connected to ancient Pakistan, Central
Asia, Iran, Afghanistan and China. It was mainly responsible for its development into a political
economic and cultural Centre. Besides these, there were many routes and roads; between Sindh
and Punjab, Gandhara and Northern India, plains of Punjab to Afghanistan and Central Asia
and Gandhara to China. These main routes exercised for commercial and cultural exchange
between the Northwestern and Northern India to Mathura, Taxila and Bactria in Northern
Afghanistan and Western Central Asia and played a significant role in the development of
culture and civilization in South Asia. The ancient routes of Pakistan provide different
discoveries regarding many cultural values and its phases of expansion in south Asian region.
This research paper highlights the different ancient routes of Pakistan linkages with Central
Asia China Afghanistan and India. The cultural activities developed different periods linking
with ancient route. In this regard ‘culture’ is concerned with the transaction of political social
and economic values. Evidences of these exchanges are linked with the existence of coins and
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other trading commodities explored in this region. Commerce is the numbers of facilitating
activities in exchange of commodities. Different culture systems and supporting activities
found in the background of Pakistani culture are deeply analyzed and explored in regard to its
related impact on the welfare and development of human wellbeing of these routes. The routes
mainly discovered the Historical and cultural activities of different periods and linked with
famous route of pilgrim. Pakistan served as a station between the east and west which received
and transmitted cultural, artistic, political, commercial and religious currents in different
directions. The political and cultural history of Pakistan frequently marks on numismatic
evidence, art, architecture, and historical documents and inscriptions. This paper is focused on
exploring different routes of Pakistan and culture activities and its development with its
evidences in different historical period around theses route. Furthermore useful
recommendations to link these ancient developments with current modern society are also
extracted from this study. This research tells that how ancient culture and their values are
having sound linkup with the ancient routes.

Key Words: Pakistan, Route, Afghanistan, China, Central Asian, Uttarapatha, Silk route,
culture, trade, economic values
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A study about Russian transportation methods in famous fairy tale,

“Vasilissa-the beautiful”

Dilshani Chathurika Dabare!
Abstract

Russian fairy tales are a mass of folktales which most famous among other countries. There
are lots of examinings about the beginning and spreading of these stories. The Russian word
“skazki” ,used to identify these folktales, means ‘to tell’. Vasilissa- the beautiful is one of the
main story of Russian fairy tales. It was published by W. R.S.Ralston(1873), Petr Nicholaevich
Polevoi(1874), Post Wheeler(1912) etc. Dadigma V. Rudrigu has translated it in to Sinhala as
“Lassana Vasilissa”. There are sixteen fairy tales included in this book. The research problem
of this paper was to identify those myths and other transportation methods used in the book.
Encyclopedia of Russian myths, Dictionaries of Russian language, Articles about the history
of Fairy tales and Vasilissa- the beautiful were the main sources for the study. According to that
we found there are some types of transportation methods in folk tales such as Myths, Animals
and Vehicles. The famous witch Baba-Yaga’s vehicle was mortar and pestle. She is sweeping
the air with a broom. The characters in Vasilissa- the beautiful travels especially by horses,
swans, wolves etc. They used carts and snowmobiles also. These animals are usually seen in
Russian Forests, home yards and farms. Horses were mostly used for hunting, war matters and
transportation in day today life. The conclusion of this research is that Fairy Tales are the spirit
of Russian culture which show every bit of Russian background and myths were the
masterpiece of it.

Key Words: Baba-Yaga, Myths, Russian fairy tales, Snowmobiles, Vasilissa- the beautiful
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Neolithic Cartography and Trade Routes in South Western Coastal
Maharashtra, India

Anita Rane- Kothare?

Abstract

Following research paper deals with discovery of new evidences in Western Maharashtra by
the author Anita Rane-Kothare of Maps engraved on hillocks, indicating trade routes towards
the Deccan plateau from the Neolithic period. Petroglyphs or rock carvings have always been
considered as one of the richest cultural resources of mankind, for understanding the history of
mankind. Most of the petroglyphs are naturalistic and realistic and also have got a geometrical
affluence. Though petroglyphs have been found in all five continents, in India they have been
observed in the North Domkhar region in Ladakh, Kashmir to the states of Tamil Nadu and
Kerala in the south. However records and studies of petroglyphs in the various states of India,
of conspicuously have an absence of the state of Maharashtra. However the researcher while
exploring the Konkan or the western region of Maharashtra came across some unknown
mystical petroglyphs at four sites in the district of Ratnagiri. Initially the researcher thought
that these petroglyphs were geometrical designs but soon the researcher realised that their
location and presentation represented something different and were unique. Being a student of
ancient Indian history, culture and archaecology had she discovered India’s or rather world’s
earliest forms of cartography or mapping on the surfaces on the surface of hillocks and on a
road adjoining the NH17highway from Mumbai to Goa. This paper will also show the
geographical location of Aparanta or Konkan and the development of Buddhist, Brahmanical
and Jain caves on the trade routes from Deccan to Konkan. Sculptures like the Ashtabhaya
depicting the eight fears while traveling at Kanheri and Ajanta are evidences of fears while
traveling. A new group of Brahmanical caves was also discovered at Lanja in Ratnagiri Taluka
by the researcher showing a trade route which was used continuously from the prehistoric
period to medieval period.

Key Words: Petroglyphs, Cartography, archaeological evidences. Neolithic, Caves,
inscriptions, geographical location, Western Maharashtra, trade routes
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Tour itinerary and old travelogue
Mumtaz Ahmed?
Abstract

A tourist road that includes visits to a variety of historical sites, places of cultural interest, or
innate attractions an itinerary undertaken for literary, cultural, educational, health, or sports
purposes. Tour itinerary may be worked out by tourist agencies and organizations or by the
tourists themselves. Travel writing is quite a popular genre. Generally People search for the help
of the travelogues to get known about a distinct place before deciding to visit it. Travel writing
usually provides detailed information about the scenery verdant and attractions of a place, in
this way people get tempted to go to that site in their vacations. Secondly the real travelogue
can be considered as a source to know the historical importance, cultural information,
environmental acquaintance, develop and undeveloped state of affairs of a particular place
region and a country. Thus, the writers who are interested and want to be involved in travel
writing skill have to follow some particular rules and regulation and appropriate classification
to make their travelogues more captivating and appealing to the readers. There are some very
interesting old travelogue written by the eminent traveler like Ibn- Battuta, Nasir Khusrau and
etc. There is not an iota of doubt that the people of Asian region salute to Ibn Battuta's work
who was prominent medieval traveler. Most of the countries are following in the footsteps of
this famous 14th century Muslim traveler, exploring the places he went and the people he
encountered. it is apparent that in 14th century A.D there were no aeroplanes, buses, cars,
helicopter, motors, railways, but the people of high scholarship and doctrine had ignored all
the hardship of the route whether it is the route of high mountains, forests, or the route of
terrifying sea and they travelled persistently in search of lore and knowledge To help we all to
discover more about this world. In this article I will discuss about the pilgrims route cultural
social and historical significance of travelogue.

Key Words: Importance of travelogue, Cultural background, Historical values and tourist
attractions
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Pilgrimage - Amalgamating Humanity with Divinity
Githa U Badikillaya®
Abstract

This paper is an attempt to understand how the Buddhist pilgrimage centres in India came into
existence, who started the trail, what motivated devotees to undertake such travels, the route
charting and its spread from the Ganges Basin. The early ideas of Buddhist pilgrimage trace
to a mechanism of people already engaged in a cycle of pilgrimage near Hindu centres.
Pilgrimage is a Force - A guiding spirit that amalgamates humanity with Divinity in search for
Wholeness. This Entirety is in the totality of the landscape that creates a faithscape weaving
together the sacred place, time, sacred meanings/ rituals. Sites thus become sacred when a
pilgrimage tradition develops. The artistry on Stupas, toranas, architraves give an insight into
pilgrim centres. Also the paper will throw light into the early pilgrimage practices. Bharhut
and Sanci that were not connected with Buddha, suggest through 750 donative inscriptions on
the stupa vedhikas the existence of an established pilgrimage network. The paper will also
outline how some centres in the Deccan of 1BC-CE like Junnar, Nasik, Karla or Ajanta that
show trace of a pilgrimage tradition catering much to the needs of the itinerant traders. But
around 5-7 CE show considerable regional pilgrimage. Finally the paper will look into the
factors contributing to international pilgrimage.

Key Words: Pilgrimage, Totality, Landscape, Faithscape, Iltinerant
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Preservation of Railways Heritage in Pakistan

Sheraz Manzoor Haider!, Samina Batool?
Abstract

The history of Pakistan Railways is rooted in the North Western Railways established in 1884,
following amalgamation of the Punjab, Scinde and the Delhi Railways dating back to 1850s.
The railways landscape in the country, comprising a large variety of buildings and yards and
related paraphernalia, more spectacular at the railway stations, can be traced back to the Raj
times. The signaling system comprising poles, sign posts with semaphore signals lit by
kerosene lamps; the guard posts; the telegraphic wires; the standard sign boards; and pedestrian
bridges, still evoke the image of 19" century railways. The closure of hundreds of miles of
railway lines, often rural branch lines, and the abolition of steam locomotives in favour of
diesel power has been the only change in this landscape since 1880s. In a situation, where a
century old railway system is fully functional, no one cares about its vintage and heritage
aspects. However, need for preservation of vintage buildings, objects and documents was
registered with gradual technological change on the network. In early 2000, attempts by
Pakistan Railways to preserve and display aspects of country’s railway history led to
designating a functional, suburban railway station as country’s first Railways Heritage
Museum. While maintaining its functionality, the railway station is a full-fledged railway
museum for its architectural character, related artifacts, and industrial machinery and
equipment. The Heritage Museum has experienced increasing popularity and represents
settings for understanding and experiencing of industrial heritage and its authenticity. The
paper explores the significance of country’s railway heritage and discusses the efforts for its
conservation andits historical importance and architectural value. It documents the process of
establishing Pakistan’s first railway heritage museum. It details the ways in which objects
which were deemed to represent Pakistan’s railway heritage were identified, designated as
important and subsequently displayed or stored by the Pakistan Railways.

Key Words: railway heritage, museum, preservation, Pakistan
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Impact of Road Beauty on Drivers Mind
Oshadhi Vindya Herath?
Abstract

As Martti 1. Jaatinen, a Finnish architect defined a good road in his book entitled “Tie
suomalaisessa maisemassa” (The Road in the Finnish Landscape) in 1967, “A good road is a
living, total work that arises from a vision, which demands impeccable professional skill in its
designer, as well as the ability to understand and create aesthetic landscape totalities." The
basic demands he presented are road economy, safety and beauty. How the line of the road; fits
into the landscape depends on all the essentials, that is, on economy, safety and beauty. But we
can see that road economy and safety are highly prioritized and road beauty is not much
considered in Sri Lanka. This situation is questionable because road beauty has an impact on
drivers mind. Because, travelling is a way to get from one place to another, but it can also be
more than that. It can be a source of pleasure and a memorable experience. The joy of being
"on the road" comes from the road and the road beauty. The major objective of this research is
to identify that; “is there any impact on road beauty on drivers mind?”. In order to achieve this
objective 50 people were selected randomly and both primary and secondary data have been
used for this research. To collect primary data 50 people were questioned and interviewed. In
addition, books, web sites, online magazines were taken as secondary data. Since the collected
primary data was quantitative, data analysis has been done quantitatively. According to the
findings of the research; there is an impact of road beauty on drivers’ mind and its now
becoming more widely accepted that road beauty, road art plays an important role in driver’s
or travelers’ mind. According to the sample, art attached to the road should be simplest art
works placed beside a road and road arts can be used to improve the safety as well as economy.
Because road arts can designed as providing essential knowledge to road users like which town
they are passing and what services are available.

Key Words: Road, Road art, Driver/Traveler, Mind
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How to Modernize a Society with Transportation:

Colonial Ceylon in the Late 19th Century
Dinithi Wijesuriya®
Abstract

In this research paper on industrial archaeology, the intent is to demonstrate how novel modern
transport from Europe was established and integrated into late 19th century Ceylonese society
known for its deeply rooted traditional and conservative way of life. My paper identifies issues,
changes, and relevant circumstances pertaining to the integration of new transport technology
that transformed society from being largely defined and governed by traditional values and
norms to a modern democratic political space. The monsoon winds of the Indian Ocean ushered
in British rule, following Dutch and Portuguese, colonial enterprises in Ceylon (Sri Lanka),
esp. in the coastal areas. These colonizers initiated a number of economic, social, and religious
changes in the society. The plantation economy introduced by the British paved a way for an
industrial capitalistic economy. The era and the background, explored in this study is the
transitional period of the late 19th century in the socioeconomic history of Sri Lanka. The island
started moving into a new phase using the opportunities of the economic revolution. The late
19th century was the rise of a new capitalist class comprised of various castes. Internal
transformations occurred in both of the caste and class systems. Even the govigama (prestigious
caste of cultivators) sector that was at the upper layer of the Ceylonese caste was also divided
hierarchically. At the same time in this colonial era, lowly coastal karawa (fisher folk), durawa
(toddy tappers), and salagama (cinnamon peelers) castes came up challenging the govigama.
When the motorcar arrived, it became a dominant symbol used by raising new classes, who
comprised of these coastal contesting castes, to represent their new wealth along the southwest
coast. Thus, modern transport units arrived and gradually helped in establishing a new society
as a modern class. The field study primary surveyed historical data collected mainly from
colonial documents. The colonial population imported hundreds of unique motorcar models. A
unique situation was created across Ceylon as different social statues of the island embraced
these new transport machines. My research into industrial archaeology examines the
importation of 19th century transport vehicles and how mechanized transportation transformed
caste into a class.

Key Words: Industrial archaeology, Modern transport, Vehicles, Sri Lanka
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Tale of the Colombo-Kandy Road (A1) construction: beside travelling and

transportation

Isuru Samaratunga *
Abstract

The subjected road of this study is called Colombo-Kandy A1, which was an alternative to the
early Colombo-Kandy route which passes through Hanwella, Ruwanwella and Balana. After
defeating the Uva-Wellassa uprising in 1818; the Governor of the Ceylon Lieutenant General
Sir Edward Barns determined to construct a road (Colombo-Kandy A1) from the capital city
of the country to the newly conquered up country.The objective of this research was to explore
the impact of Colombo-Kandy A1 road in the formation of Socio-economic condition of Sri
Lanka from 1820 to 1840. The study revolved around major contributors of the construction
process and subsequent uses of the road as an instrument for socio-economic upward mobility.
The research problem was “what were the impacts of the road construction to the socio-
economy of the country other than its obvious functionality of travelling and transportation”.
Predominantly, data was collected using maps, autobiographies, biographies and travelers’
diaries written in the 19th Century. Further, books and papers published on the British Colonial
period of Sri Lanka have been referred. It was identified that under the visionary guidance of
the Governor of the Ceylon, four other personals namely, Lieutenant General John Fraser
(1790-1862), Don Solomon Dias Bandaranayaike (1774-1859), Thomas Skinner (1804-
1877) and Captain Dowson (?-1829) led the road construction. It is observed that these officers
contributed for the construction through their different capabilities, eventually the local leader
could establish as one of most influential political families of the country. In 1830s the first
ever road constructed by the British in the Ceylon became an instrument of socio-economic
upliftment for other social classes in the low country. There were six bridges along the newly
constructed Colombo-Kandy road. Toll rents and Tavern income at those locations became a
source of prosperity for the rising class. In Conclusion, Al road not only connected two geo-
locations; but also confronted communities and provided opportunities for socio-economic
upward mobility.

Key Words: Road construction, Social mobility, Transportation
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Mobility and Migration of Indians to Sri Lanka
R K.Dwivedi!
Abstract

The paper presents the evolution of cultures from the footprints to highways through the ages
between India and Sri Lanka. It focuses on the theoretical aspects of mobility of people, ideas
and culture through the land, and covers movements of the Indians to Sri Lanka in the pre-
modern period. It identifies four phases of Indo-Sri Lankan cultural exchanges.Sri Lanka
appears in the full view of the history of India through the prism of the Ram Katha dating back
to about 6™-5" century B.C. in The Ramayana but the nucleus of the story goes back to a hoary
antiquity not computable in historical time frame. Later, the relations find firm and crystallised
historical perspectives during the times of Ashoka (3" century B.C.) when his children visited
Sri Lanka to propagate Dhamma. This is the first recorded encounter between India and Sri
Lanka. This legendary historical mission had accelerated the process of migration and
mobilisation of people along with ideas and culture in all its aspects on a wider scale.This
movement was further accentuated by the visits of the Chinese pilgrims in a wider frame (c 4"-
7% centuries). The movement of ideas now became three directional from China, India and Sri
Lanka. Cultural and missionary exchanges became vigorous, diversified and meaningful.
Further encounters between India and Sri Lanka became more politically pronounced during
the Pallava- Chola periods of history in addition to economic and cultural relations. A strong
political formation took shape in India and Sri Lanka. The political adventures of the Cholas
were multi- dimensional incorporating trade, goods, and naval expeditions through Sri Lanka
to South- East Asia. The upshots of the Cholas military expeditions to Sri Lanka were of far
reaching economic and commercial consequences. This movement culminated in vigorous
cultural and political formation from India, Sri Lanka and South- East Asia. The proposed paper
analyses interaction between India and Sri Lanka which led to deep and sustained assimilation
of ideas, cultures and people at multifarious levels viz. art forms, literature, establishment of
monasteries and monuments in a synthesised manner. The sea lanes of the Indian Ocean in and
around Sri Lanka scripted altogether a new phase of exchange of ideas and routes which is
present in Sri Lankan history. Evidences of theoretical models i.e. flag follows missionaries,
flag follows trade and flag follows sword as envisaged by Colin Renfrew are noticeable in
different periods of time.

Key Words: Assimilation, Migration, Indo Sri Lanka, historical perspective
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Railway Expansion in Central Provinces (Middle India)

during colonial Period
Dr. Shamrao I. Koreti!
Abstract

Transport is an important infrastructure indispensable for the development process of a country.
Without proper means of transport and communications it may not be possible for any
government to administer a vast country like India. Indian railways played a vital role in the
economic development and integration of India. It has brought about remarkable changes in
the economic, political, social and cultural life of the country. The introduction of Railways,
which is one of the legacies of the British rule in India, has not only caused a remarkable
increase in the quick communication between different parts of India but also resulted in
profound changes in the habits and outlook of the people. Railways were the most important
infrastructure development in India from 1850 to 1947. In terms of the economy, railways
played a major role in integrating markets and increasing trade. Domestic and international
economic trends shaped the pace of railways construction and the demand for the important
traffic flows to the ports. The traditional way of trade and commerce has totally changed, and
the volume of the trade increased manifold. The railway expansion in Central Provinces
affected the local cotton trade tremendously and boosted up the volume of cotton export from
Central Provinces to the international market. The railway has brought fortune for some traders
and business people but at the same time affected the lives of the local societies dealing with
the supply and transport of the cotton. In the nineteenth century, cotton was in great demand in
the world market as a cash crop. The need for raw cotton during the industrial revolution
motivated Great Britain to colonize the rich cotton growing lands in India. The Central
Provinces of India (middle India) were geographically known for cotton growing. The cotton
connection with Central Provinces played a major role in shaping and reshaping the economy
and society. Thus, the researcher has tried to analyze the facts and tried to present the merits
and demerits of railway expansion in the economy of the Central provinces and its people.

Key Words: Railway, Colonial Period
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History and narratives of the chariot festival in the Serampore subdivision

of West Bengal

Sharmistha Chatterjee’
Abstract

Serampore is an old tract or region of Hooghly between the dry bed of the river Saraswati and
Hooghly. Serampore and its adjacent areas were under the administrative control of Saptagram
Government and were under the jurisdiction of ‘Chakla Bhursut’ and ‘Boro Paragana’. Later
in 1753 A.D., Raja Manohar Chandra Roy, the Zaminder of Sheoraphuly, took possession of
Sreepur, Mohanpur and Gopinathpur and uniting the three villages named the entire area
‘Srirampore’ after Shri Ramchandra, the Avataar of Vishnu, being worshipped by the landlords
of Sheoraphuly. Mahesh, near Srerampore in Hooghly district, hosts a magnificent Rathayatra
festival complete with a towering Ratha with Jagannath as one of the avataras of Vishnu. Ratha
Yatra and Snan Yatra are celebrated at Mahesh every year. This worship of Vishnu in the form
of Jagannath attracts teeming attention because it is one of the most vibrant ones in India, with
countless passionate followers. It represents a rare instance of a tribal deity being directly and
consciously elevated to the highest echelons of the Hindu pantheon, rather than enter it through
the usual long stage-by-stage absorption. Jagannath's open procession strengthens mass
participation, irrespective of caste and class right from the medieval period, making it an
extremely popular ritual in Bengal, only after Puri. The present paper attempts to understand
the history and discuss the narratives associated with the ritual. The discussion also aims to go
beyond the historical narratives and draw a comparative analogy with the chariot festival in
Puri. The presentation would also take into account the ethnographic documentations in order
to have a more realistic view of the legends and rituals associated with the festival.

Key Words: Narratives, Chariot festival, Bengal
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A Survey of Mughal Caravanserais in Eastern Punjab (India)
Shaifali Johar!, Kapil Chopra?
Abstract

In the Mughal period, there was a large flow of people and goods along the Agra- Lahore
Highway. To support the transit along the Mughal route, there were few infrastructure built up
along the roadways like kos-minars, bridges, caravanserai, boali and tanks. These caravanserais
served as places for short term accommodation, rest and security for the caravans including
travelers, traders and pack animals. These walled, arcaded buildings played an important point
of interaction, exchange and worship along networks of travel. We know from Jahangir’s
memoirs that on his accession to the throne, he ordered the caravanserai at regular intervals
along the major roads of his reign. As the Agra- Lahore Highway was an important route and
it passed through present Haryana and Punjab (East &West). It is not surprising to find some
of the fine specimens of these caravanserais in this region of the Mughal period. Although these
serais are not as splendid buildings as that of Fatehpur Sikri or Taj mahal, still its study is
significant to understand the regional differences in the Mughal architecture. This research
paper focuses on Mughal caravanserais from eastern Punjab (India) along the Badshahi Sadak
from Agra to Lahore. Ruins of some interesting serais are still traceable in parts of ancient
Mughal road of Eastern Punjab. The paper examines how these caravanserais were structured
and will study some interesting aspects of Mughal caravanserais of the above mentioned part
of the route.

Key Words: Mughal, architecture, caravanserai, Punjab, Agra-Lahore Highway, Road
transport
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Development of Syncretic Mystical Christianity in China - A resultant of its
spread by the Silk Road:-A brief comparative overview of the pattern of

evangelization, the cross- influences and the result

Jason Johns?
Abstract

The Silk Road which passed through Central Asia to the East- linked the West with regions like
India and China, facilitating the trade of silk and other commodities like horses and tea, but as
a by-product, exchange of ideas and culture too was also facilitated. As a result of various
factors, Nestorian Christianity began to spread to the East, one of the routes taken was the Silk
Road- thus helping Christianity to reach China during the Tang Dynasty (618-907 AD).This
Christianity had already been influenced by Greek culture and Syriac culture, and on its way
to China got influenced by Zoroastrian culture- the influences were part of the syncretic culture
of the caravan Silk Road. At its destination, China- Christianity was met with Indian Culture,
Buddhist Culture (Mystical- Vajrayana Buddhism) and Chinese Culture- the result here again
was an amalgamation of all of these cultures leading to the development of syncretic
Christianity and literature which has a clear Buddhist and Mystical touch to it. Through this
paper the researcher will examine the various art-archaeological evidences like the Nestorian
Stele at Xian and literature called the Jesus Sutras like “the Sutra on the Origin of Origins”,
“Da Qin Hymn to the Transfiguration of the Great Holy One” etc. Along with previous research
done in this area. An attempt has also been made to study the pattern of evangelization on the
Silk Road, segregation of the influences by the land route and other routes, the result and further
cross -influences that this Syncretic Mystical Christianity had on other areas.

Key Words: Christianity, China, Silk Road, Mystical, Syncretic, Culture
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Transportation and the Socio-economic Development of Poona

Pramila Dasture 1
Abstract

Transportation has continually played an essential part in the vicissitudes and vagaries that
occurred in the life of man since ages. Man, was the first means of conveyance, followed by
the sledge and the wheel, which became turning points in the antiquity of transportation. Carts
dominated land passage for centuries; the introduction of railways and motor vehicles altered
land transportation as the carrying capacity increased and the travel time reduced, giving a
stimulus to the communication between people extending the scope of human movement and
facilitated the smooth mobility of individuals, goods and commodities. 18" century Poona was
rather unusual as an urban centre, where on one side it didn’t have the commercial reputation
of Surat, Ahmedabad or Burhanpur; nor did it have the imperial heritage of Agra and Delhi.
The city’s transformation was due to the efforts of a single family that of the Peshwa, who
meticulously altered it from an obscure Kasba or market town to the seat of their power and
into a flourishing city, the subsequent British Raj era, saw Poona becoming a principal centre
which experienced the positive impact of the new means of transportation. Poona’s skyline saw
the emergence of industries, it also witnessed better passage, which created a favourable
environment for socio-reform and political movement, as people could organize quickly
bringing them together to unite against an alien rule. This was so as in totality, 19" century
India saw better road construction systems come into practice; the railroads and motor vehicles
added to the shifting face of the land. This paper looks at the connection of modern conveyance
viz. railways and road in renovating the socio-economic and political compass of Poona. As
the upgraded, well- organized transportation structure provided a competent, efficient, effective
movement of individuals and commodities, thus leading to the conversion and transformation
of Poona through transportation.

Key Words: Poona, transportation, socio-economic, development, transformation
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Evolution of the Railway Transportation Devices in Sri Lanka: with refer
to the Design Applicability
and Usability for Appropriate Product Design

K.C.M. Thilakarathna', W.M.N.Dilshani Ranasinghe?
Abstract

Sri Lanka’s rail transportation was pioneered and developed by the Britishers after capturing
the Kandyan kingdom in 1815. England was where the railway transportation emerged as a
viable solution to all hindrances in travel and transport in several parts of the country,
limitations of the road network, lack of transportation motilities for transporting different goods
and commodities etc. Hence, this mode of transportation was hugely beneficial for Sri Lanka
as well. Studying the evolution of railway transportation system and devices which exist in Sri
Lanka is a much important fact in the current context due to lack of research done in this
particular area of interest. As a product designer, it is vital to gain knowledge and awareness
about the evolution and socio cultural context in order to create or develop product design plat
forms in Sri Lanka. Automotive and locomotives are a part of product design for the
development of any industry in Sri Lanka. There should be an emergence of knowledgeable
people, sources of information and the inspirational expertise and studies to make important
decisions. It is an interesting topic to look through for the development of transportation
devices as well as product design innovation in Sri Lanka. The methodology of the research is
based on grounded theory method, by analysing the primary and secondary data, as well as
extracting information gathered from existing railway transportation devices by experiencing,
observing and analysing aesthetics, function, materials, and ergonomics. The research data
formulated main key factors to analyse and understand the transportation devices such as,
product functionality, material culture, user friendliness, easy usage, practicality, and usability.
The research will be beneficial to know and understand the key features to design new
transportation devices and product design evolution of the railway transportation devices in Sri
Lanka.

Key Words: Transportation Devices, Locomotives, Product Design, Design Elements

t University of Moratuwa, Katubedda, Sri Lanka
chalana.madhuwantha@gmail.com
2 University of Moratuwa, Katubedda, Sri Lanka

dilshaniranasinghe80@gmail.com

38



The International Conference on Land Transportation, Locomotive Heritage and Road Culture - 2017

Transport systems in the ancient society revealed through the Sri Lankan

paintings
Menaka Nishanthi®

Abstract

It is possible to understand how old society was, by studying paintings. The main purpose of
this phenomenon is to study the transport methods used to travel in ancient society. Prehistoric
paintings and paintings found in old Vihara Aramas are used for this purpose. Paintings can be
used for the study of such places such as Kathaluwa, Thelwatte, Paramakanda, Hindagala,
Dambawa, Dowa, Kottimulla, Walalgoda, Sooriyagoda, Hanguranketha, Dambulla and
Kelaniya. From the prehistoric times man has used various means for his transportation. Often,
ordinary people have traveled on foot and they had to face various hardships. Evidence of
paintings shows depicts how prehistoric man had begun to travel on animals. In the later years,
elite society had begun to travel on horses and elephants. In addition, people like kings,
ministers, and elites had used “palanquins” to travel. Evidence also suggest that horse carriages
and cattle were also used for transportation. Prehistoric paintings mark the beginning of
transportation in Srilanka, and the paintings in the ancient Vihara Aramas depict the society at
that time. The artist when portraying some of the scenes of Jathaka stories and Lord Buddha
also revealed the transport systems used in the society at that time. Thus, from the beginning,
ordinary people had used uncomfortable travel methods and elites had used a very comfortable
transport system.

Key Word: Prehistoric era, Vihara Arama, Paintings, Ancient society, Transport System
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When have you shed tears for them?
Dr. Nachiketa Bandyopadhyay?

Abstract

Freight and people movement have been important factors for economic systems from ancient
times to the modern globalized world. Utilizing available technology and resources initially
with land animalsand wind for maritime transport network of transport emerged. Animal
transport included the Horse, camel, donkey, yak ox, mule etc. in different countries during
different historical periods after their domestication. Such animals served in war and freight
transport with the advancement of civilization. Culture, religion, science and knowledge also
were disseminated by these pack animals through time immemorial. Pack animals have been
reared, used, bred, trained and exploited to do unnatural services for mankind since
transportation conceptualized .The vessel of the mountains or ship of the desert whatever
designated always were subject to domination and exploitation by human. Their suffering and
pain have been neglected and denied. How such subjects were treated in history and ought to
be treated is the current discussion of this paper.

Key Words: Pack-animals, Animal transport, Transportation History, Animal ethics
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The Historical Evolution of the Colombo: Galle (A2) Main Road

N.U. Gunarathnat!
Abstract

A course/ path that is used for transportation between two or more pointsis known as a “Road”.
Since the Anuradhapura Period, Sri Lankan Civilization had a road network that connected
major cities with the Capital city. Several literary sources as well as archaeological evidences
suggest this fact. One such significant ancient road is the Maritime Road that runs along the
beaches of this island. In the Present, part of this natural trail is known as (A2) main road alias
Colombo — Galle Main Road. Although the importance of the Colombo — Galle Main Road
increased during the Colonial era , the usage of this road began in the Anuradhapura Period.
Several literature evidences prove this fact. The objective of this research is to identify the
nature of evolution of this road and recognize the factors that triggered this evolution. The
historical evolution of the Colombo — Galle Main Road can be divided into four stages. They
are First Stage - The period before 15th Century A.D., Second Stage — The period between 15th
& 16th Century A.D., Third Stage — The period between 17th and 18th Century A.D., Fourth
Stage — The period between 19th and 20th Century A.D. Interestingly, in each of these stages,
road construction technology associated with this road drastically changed according to that
era’s Political and Socio — Economic interests. Climatic conditions as well as the geographical
features of this region also played a crucial role in determining the evolution of Colombo —
Galle Main road. The Methodology of this research is mainly a literature survey, followed by
a field survey. Main literary sources are Sri Lankan Pali Chronicles, Sandesa Kawya, and
Colonial Records on Maritime Provinces and Travelers’ records.

Key Words: Colombo-Galle Main Road, Historical evolution
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Tracing the Tracks: Road, Road Culture, and Romance in the

Sangam Tamilnadu
Usha R Vijailakshmit

Abstract

Microhistory in a sense, captures the life of ordinary people during extraordinary circumstances
or during macro-historical events. The purpose of this paper is to bring out the life style of the
Sangam Tamils through the study of road culture. Tracing the roads and alleyways of a period
would tell us a different story, the story of commoners who travelled by it, the purpose of their
travel, their experiences en route, their expectation on the people they met during the journey,
their disappointments, happiness, and the social values of the contemporary period. Sangam
period stretched from 3™ Century B.C to 3™ Century A.D. Contemporaneous to this period
were the rule of the Mauryas and later the Satavahanas in Deccan. The mercenary soldiers of
Tamilnadu traversed through these roads to participate in the wars happening in north. The
merchant groups crisscrossed the Western Ghats to reach western seashore to participate in
trade. Many Sangam literary works have captured the life of these travelers: Young men who
passed through tribal communities invariably were attracted towards the girls they met on the
way. Forgetting the purpose of their journey they would agonizingly wait near the alleyways
to have a glimpse of the girl they had fallen in love with. If lucky, they got into a clandestine
relationship and continued with the journey at the end of it. It was then the turn of the girl to
wait for the man she had fallen for. Sometimes, in all naivety, the girls would elope with their
lovers looking for a better life in faraway cities. It was then the turn of the mother to experience
the searing pain at the loss of the daughter. Roads which connected the cities with tribal areas
were a mute witness to these ecstasies and agonies.

Key Words: Sangam, Road Culture, Travelers, Romance
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Kelani Valley (KV Line) Railway Line: Lost Railway lines in Sri Lanka

Sanjeewani Widyarathne!
Abstract

The 19the Century was destined to be an era which evoked a profound socio-economic
transformation in Sri Lanka. The expansion of plantation agriculture, development of road
ways inside the island and later railway lines were the most important developments
experienced by Sri Lanka following the establishment of the British colonial rule. Ceylon
Government Railway, known as CGR has a remarkable history of 163 years. The historical
moment was in1858 by cutting of the first sod to start the railway lines by Sir Henry Ward,
Governor of Sri Lanka. And the first train was operated from Colombo Terminus to Ambepussa
on December 27, 1864. The train was driven by first Director General of railway Mr.
G.L.Molesworth and H.R.M. and the duke of Brabant was the distinguished guest. After that,
the railway system was established by connecting major cities covering all the provinces in
Sri Lanka. This railway network contributed to the country's economic growth and met the
social aspirations of the Sri Lankan people and further it provided an invaluable service to
public transport. The Kelani Valley Railway, known as the KV Line, which was originally built
as a 2 ft 6 in (762 mm) in narrow-gauge line Colombo to Yatiyantota via Avissawella. During
the narrow-gauge era, the line had its own fleet of narrow-gauge locomotives, where steam
locomotives of Class K were used. Narrow gauge railways were used in three sections of
Sri Lanka where sharp curves were available due to geography of the region. The main
difference of narrow gauge was the width of the track for narrow gauge the standard was 02
feet 06 inches while for broad gauge it was 05 feet 06 inches. The Kelani valley is very famous
for rubber and local products like tea, coconut, cardamoms, paddy, betel leaf, kurakkan,
cinnamon, rubber and areca nuts etc. The planters were seeking an efficient way to transport
the goods to the sea port (Fort) without any delays for exports. Accordingly, they managed to
bring authorities attention to construct railway lines to transport the goods to the capital. Finally
the initial survey was carried to construct the kelani valley railway line in March 1896. The
construction of Kelani valley railway line was started on 22" March 1900. It was originally
built from Colombo to Yatiyantota via Awissawella. After a series of deliberations and
resolutions the sanction was given by secretary to the state on April 28" 1898. The railway
service between Maradana to Avissawella was commenced for passenger traffic on September
15% 1902 and for good traffic on September 17" 1902. Avisssawella to Yatiyantota track was
opened to good traffic on September 14" and for passengers on 28" in the year of 1903. In later
1930’s the railway service faced troubles. Some of railway lines were closed down because
of financial losses caused by the First World War. In addition to that the railway service faced
difficulties due to improper administration. Similarly, people switched to road transport from
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railway transport. The 11 miles route from Avissawella to Yatiyantota was removed from CGR
route length table towards the end of 1941. The last passenger service was on December 31,
1941 and the line was closed from the next day, i.e.01% January 1942. The ruins of KV line
from Avissawella to Yatiyantota are still existing. Former stations at Dehiowita, Karawanella,
Yatiyantota and huge iron bridges which supported the railway line, old telephone posts and
stone arched-culverts remain as ruins. Those stand as unique symbols of KV line. These unique
symbols depict the hard work of British Engineers and the contribution of local skillful
personnel for construction of KV line.

Key Words: Kelani Valley Railway Line, Avissawella, Yatiyantota
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Identification of the Buddhist Temple Paintings Depicting the Features
Conjoined to the EarlyModern Transport System

Kusumsiri Kodithuwakku?
Abstract

Different kinds of carts and chariots have been added to the transport system in the course of
history and they can be identified among the Buddhist temple paintings in Sri Lanka,
particularly in the low-country. Among these, paintings some depicti the features of early —
modern transport system rarely found in murals in the Buddhist temples located in coastal
regions belonging to the second half of the 19™ century to the second half of 20" Century. The
Dvibhummikaramaya at Galketiya in Galle and Subodharamaya at Karagampitiyaare
belonging to the second half of 19" century carry examples on this subject. These paintings are
based on religious themes however; the artists were not in a position to be devoid of modernity
that they experienced in day-to-day life. As a result, a steam powered train and two road bridges
have been included in their paintings. One of the paintings of Dvibhummikaramaya contains
a railway station with a steamed engine and a station master carrying a tablet. There it is
recorded a number “ N 20 ” ( N as a mirror image) in front of the locomotive engine to indicate
that it is a “ N 7 class locomotive which had been used only in the narrow-gauge railway line.
Two paintings of Dvibhummikaramaya depict road bridges and two tunnels at both ends, built
of bricks together with two protective fences in both sides which is only an imagination of the
artist. Nevertheless, a painting in the SathsathiViharayain Subodharamaya built in 1897
reflects an arch-bridge more prominently. The arches of the bridges are shown in segments in
four spans and paid an attention to the parapet walls that are on both sides. The bridge is
represented as a masonry arch-bridge belonging to the period of 1850 and 1900AD. The
objective of this paper is to identify the manner in which modern features were absorbed into
temple paintings conjoining the early-modern transport system.

Key Words: Buddhist temple paintings, Dvibhummikaramaya at Galketaya, Subodharamayaat
Karagampitiya, Steam powered train, Road bridges
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Evaluations of Motor Transport law in Sri Lanka
Kalani Chamodya Kottahachchi®
Abstract

Transport was an important aspect of the day today life of the ancient Sri Lankans. Since
ancient times different transport facilities were used and available for the king, higher officers
and the general public too. The first car to enter Sri Lanka was an 811p single Cylinder Rover
automobile brought by Edgar Money in 1902 but during that time the roads were barely
built.The Sri Lankan government of the 1960s decided to impose a ban on all imports in an
attempt to fix the deficit of foreign exchange, which meant the importation of vehicles into the
country had to stop. This was the main aim of the Veteran Car Club of Ceylon, which began in
1958 and moved on to becoming the Veteran Car Owners Club in 1987. The appreciation for
older vehicles became a part of the Sri Lankan culture at that time and the oldest car in the
VCOC was the Morgan Super Sport A 25 date back in 1913.In late 1970s the Sri Lankan
government reversed its trade policies and imports were allowed back into the country and this
included vehicles. The main reason for that was the relationship between Sri Lanka and Japan
and one of the key Japanese brands that was imported then still dominates the roads today,
namely, the Toyota. After the reversal of Anti Trade Law, Sri Lanka reopened its automotive
trade relationship with India and started importing from TATA motors. The production of the
tuk tuk by David Peiris in the late 1970s was an important contributor of the Sri Lankan
automotive industry. In 1951 Sri Lanka was introduced The Motor Traffic Act no 14 for the
enforcement of traffic laws and preventing violations.

Key Words: act, automobile, import, transport
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Impact of Ancient Routes on the Society in Madhya Pradesh

Lallesh Kumar!, Davood Ahmad Khanday?
Abstract

Madya Pradesh in India is prominent due to its most significant Buddhist remains including
monuments and sculptures. Since ancient times, the centers of Buddhism were approachable
from all major directions. The present study tries to trace the ancient routes which were once
connected to important Buddhist centers. It is a known fact that there were two main routes
i.e. Uttara —path and Dakshnina-path in ancient times. The Dakshina-path passed through
Madhya Pradesh due to its geographical situation. Recent researches have shown the presence
of sub-routes which have not been mentioned in the Buddhist texts. Archaeological
explorations have also revealed the existence of sub-routes which have been discussed in the
later paragraphs. In spite of carrying goods and people, these roads paved the way to transmit
cultures, technologies, and various aspects of social life from one place to the other. The
purpose of this paper is to discuss in detail, the impact of these routes on the social, cultural,
economic, political and religious life of people in Madya Pradesh. All the ways by which these
routes changed the life of people and made them to accepted and transmitted things with
different people and different cultures.

Key Words: Antient Routes, Madya Pradesh
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Rickshaw Art as a means of Social Communication:

Bangladesh Perspective

Dr. Md. Habibur Rahman?, Dr. Md. Jahangir Hossain?
Abstract

Rickshaw is a major vehicle for transportation in order to travel short distances in Bangladesh.
It exhibits different artistic views and paintings that bear the messages of the famous history
and culture of Bengal. Rickshaw arts can be seen in the streets, like fabulous tropical fish or
gaudy birds of paradise. As a means of social communication this popular art works is very
effective and thus constitutes as a forceful agent to bridge between the different sectors of the
community. Poor men who are mechanically and artistically inclined, involve in jobs such as
building, repairing and decorating rickshaws. Consequently, this article attempts to discuss the
exhaustive substance of this art as well as to analyze the contemporary life status of the artisans.
The study is exploratory and descriptive in nature. It has been observed that, in Bangladesh this
genre of folk-art has given sufficient evidence that the human beings everywhere are the same,
in spite of their religious and cultural differences. This non-communal approach is the
fundamental basis of social communication. Thus it is the main reason for rickshaw arts to
become a strong means of social communication.

Key Word: Rickshaw Art, Social Communication, Artisan
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An Odyssey of Indian Railways through Cinematic Lens
Rashmi Condra?
Abstract

Cinema is related to trains from the time of its inception. Both inventions brought world closer
and introduced newer aspects of modern world to mankind. They are more than century old
and have heritage status. Trains shown in films have many connotations including physical,
commercial and philosophical. There had been something about trains that makes them
irresistible to film-makers including in that of India. The concept of train and cinema in India
could be categorised into different genres such as romance, thrillers, social drama and so on
where many momentous twist of plot in films has taken place as a train winds its way passing
fields and forests in India. The following paper will explore some aspects of Indian Railways
in Indian cinema, especially made in Hindi as canvas of Indian cinema is very large. The trains
have adorned movies ranging from romance to action, and entertained Indian audience.Indian
Railways had different type of representations in pre-independence India then called GPR
(Grand Peninsula Railways). In the Raj era railway companies often used the print and cine
medium to attract passengers and to educate them in proper utilisation of their services. In post-
independence period this became more subtle and sublime. The various aspects under
consideration here includes Railways as a messenger of new beginning, Trains and Veerangana
movies, Train and Partition, Trains and Swadesh, Railway professions and films, romance,
commercial aspects and so on. A special reference will also be made on the train songs which
are almost a genre unto itself, with the locomotive serving as a veritable orchestra with its
piercing toots and the chuk-chuk of its wheels. Thus, the paper aims to see the dynamic history
of cinema and railways shaping India through narratives of mobility.

Ke Words: Commercial, Indian Cinema, Indian Railways, Genre, Train songs.
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Usage of Stone in Road-Building: An Industrial Archaeological Perspective
Kusumsiri Kodithuwakku!, Chandana Rohana Withanachchi?
Abstract

Stone is a prominent geo-material used for various necessities in the evolution of human culture
for quite a long time. The usage of stone in the history of road-building has been in practice
sincecirca 4Mand 5™ century A.C. It was practiced in Sri Lanka until the first half of the
20™century. The type of stone used was granite, commonly known among the locals as ‘Black
Stone’, Gneiss or Charnokite with a high degree of hardness used for constructing roads,
bridges, culverts and other superstructures. In the late 19" century the Telford and Macadam
methods were introduced for paving at ascertained sizes and strata. At the inception, rollers
made with granite driven by oxen or elephants were used to press the paving. One of such
rollers is exhibited in the Highway Museum at Pilimathalawa. Thereafter, steam and diesel-
powered rollers have been used respectively. In the municipal areas, setts were used for paving
roads. Granite bars had been used for the construction of bridges called SilaSetuin
inAnuradhapura period. These bridges are of two types namely, beam bridges and slab bridges.
Stone beam bridges are largest bridge type and remains of several bridges have been identified
in the Anuradhapura region. Masonry arch- bridges are the earliest example for the stone
bridges used in British Colonial Period. Foundations, piers, abutments and wing walls of the
arch-bridges have been made using granite. In the second half of 19" century, several segmental
arch-bridges using stones emerged. The dressed stone blocks have been used to build parapet
walls with coping of iron bridges. Apart from these, stones have been used to carve mile posts,
guard stones of culverts and manhole plates. The objective of this paper is to examine and
identify the usage of granite for road construction. A field survey in situ has been conducted to
achieve the positive results.

Key Words: Stone, Granite, Road construction, Paving roads, Stone bridges, Mile posts
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The Journey from the Tongas to Trains
Indrani Radhakrishnan®
Abstract

This paper proposes to celebrate the first and only steam engine of South Asia, the NMR —
Nilgiri Mountain Railway. There is an immediate need for the preservation of this Heritage
icon of the Nilgiris Hills. An introduction to the origin, history, and difficulties in laying the
railway line. Its importance in the Nilgiri economy and tourism, and the growing demand it
deems. The need to conserve it as a heritage train of India. Various suggestions and
improvements for better performance, including other facilities relevant to it is the need of the
day. UNESCO has recognized its heritage status, and must be maintained as it plays a leading
role in the economy of this previous British hill station.

Key Words: The toy train, The Nilgiri Hills of South India, Tourism, Heritage, Conservation
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Highway system in Ancient Sri Lanka

P. Vidanapathirana®
Abstract

Historical information about the ancient road network of Sri Lanka is restricted to random
records encountered in historical documents and information recorded as a result of research
carried out during the British administration. This study is based on a recent research conducted
with special attention towards the technical aspects of the ancient road system and its expansion
over the island. An attempt is also made to reconstruct the road system that existed from the
third century BC up to 13™ century AD. Modern research techniques are applied in identifying
technical aspects and the expansion of the road system that is in discussion. Political stability,
strength of the ruling power, economic prosperity and the establishment, and the spared of
religious institutions contributed to the sustainability and expansion of a developed road
network during the period. Technical know-how and the expertise that had been applied and
made use of in constructing road system in contemporary South Asian countries could be
identified within the national road network in ancient Sri Lanka too. Geographically Sri Lanka
being an island, it had maintained a close relationship with several international sea routs.
Hence as an infrastructural facility, a road network connecting cities and urban areas to inward
places had developed. Furthermore island had maintained a close relationship with long
distance sea routs that facilitated an international trade. That helped the existence of a
systematic road network expanding towards regional and peripheries from the main cities.

Key Words: Roads, Infrastructure, Transport technology, Maintenance, Reconstruction
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Beginning and Expansion of Transport in the Human Society
T.G.D.Udayakanthi!
Abstract

Within human Social evolution, social development link with transport. Accordingly, transport
means the mobilization of living and non-living goods from one place to another. The main
service of a mode of transport is to carry a person, an animal or an item from one place to
another. The transport expanding worldwide in line with the rapid development through modes
and in various shapes is a vital achievement of human society. Accordingly, the problem of this
research was to investigate how transport system has affected to the social development. The
main objective of this Research was to identify the impact of the transport for social
development. Other objectives of this study were to identify means of the transport and
beginning and the expansion of transport. In addition this study was conducted to identify the
connection between society and transport. This study was mainly based on secondary data. The
data collection sources were books, newspapers, magazines and internet. The transport creates
a magnificent change in human society. It influences every social institution directly. Transport
is one of the main factors of the infrastructure in any country. As main means of transport, by
air, water, rail, cable, pipeline and space can be identified. For that, standard routes and ways
have been decided. The roads, railways, airways, waterways, canals and pipelines may be
named as the established ways of transport in relation to transport infrastructure. The evolution
of transport displays the biggest technological transformation of human civilization.
Transportation became important to maintain personal relations and to transport the
commodities needed by the people after the spreading of human settlements in various parts of
the word. There is a strong link between transport and development. Transportation is an
important entity in human social evolution. Every step of social development is linked with
transport. Among the modes of transport, land transport can be identified as one the most
important modes of transportation which affects social ,economic, political and environmental
sectors. When social, economic and political influenced were being discussed, most of the time
positive impacts could be noted rather than in environmental.

Key Words: Transport, Modes of the Transport, Impact of Transport
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Wheeled Vehicle Toys of the Indus Civilization with Special

Reference to Gujarat, India
Rajesh Sasidharan Vasantha®

Abstract

Terracotta toy cart frames and wheels provide indirect evidence for the origin and development
of wheeled carts based transportation in the alluvial plains of Pakistan and western India around
3500 BC. Evidences from various sites suggest that wheeled cart technology was an indigenous
development in Greater Indus region. Excavations of various Harappan sites imply that
numerous varieties of wheeled vehicles might have played a key role in the construction of
cities and the transport of commodities that were necessary for the establishment and
maintenance of large urban centres. The legacy of Harappan carts continued into later periods,
and many regional styles of carts used today may have their origins in the ancient Indus cities,
towns and villages. Present paper deals with the history and characteristic features of terracotta
toy cart frames and wheels from Greater Indus region including Gujarat and issues such as
nature of trade and communication networks.

Key Words: Wheel, Indus civilization, Terracotta toy cart
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Chumadutangi (Load Bearing Stone) and Pedestrian Transportation in

Kerala, India
Dr. Abhayan Girija Sasidharan®
Abstract

Chumadutangi (Load Bearing Stone) is a bulky stone bench like structure used for supporting
the weight of head loads while transporting from one place to another. They were constructed
for the comfort of the pedestrian load bearers who carry heavy loads for longer distances. These
are unique structures erected in Kerala where the landscape is undulated in most of the places
and where vehicle transportation was difficult. These structures are widely seen in the
hinterlands of Kerala. Many of the chumadutangi bear inscriptions mentioning the sponsor’s
name, place name and other details. Chumadutangi are often associated with other amenities
like vazhiyambalam (wayside shelters), fottikkal (stone troughs) and kinar (well). These are
significant evidences in tracing the trade routes and understanding the role of hinterlands in
supplying various goods to the markets and other larger trade centres in Kerala and vice versa.
This paper discusses about the distribution pattern and regional variations of chumadutangi in
Kerala and their role in movement of goods during the medieval period.

Key Words: Chumadutangi , Load Bearing Stone, Medival period, Transportation, Kerala
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Brick made arched bridges, culverts, tunnels along the Railways in

19" century Sri Lanka.
S. B Manatunga®
Abstract

In ancient times European Countries usually added arch shapes for their religious buildings
palaces, and forts. In the first half of the 19" Century, Britain was using the arch to make
roadways buildup bridges, tunnels, culverts, over toppings continuing the previous tradition.
From them, one of a leading methodology to make such buildings was brick masonry. After
introducing railway traffic in 1820s, they followed road way techniques in making their
buildings such as tunnels, bridges, culverts etc. According to the motherland, the pioneer
engineers and contractors who are from Britain made brick arch buildings to the railways in
their crown colony of Ceylon. In Sri Lanka the earliest brick arched railway monuments have
been built along the Colombo- Kandy Railway which is the first and thence in Kandy- Matale
Line. These are belong to 1865-66, and 1879-80 years. Most of them are small culverts and
short tunnels on the roadway over toppings. When transporting heavy loaded carriages, wagons
and high power engines running along the tracks and long trains, some problems arose
regarding the strength of brick related structures. As a result brick structures were replaced with
concrete, iron and solid stone structures. The influence from widening as to two tracks some
of them were either joined to new structures or demolished. In present, there are very small
number of brick made railway monuments, but in still service at main heavy traffic roadways
in the Country. These important historic events of 19" century are still not being discussed in
archaeological studies. In this study will effectuate and insists on protection of architectural
heritage which was fixed in 19" century to the main stream of brick monuments come from
past.
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The land transportation depicted in Mahavamsa and Dipavamsa

from 6" B.C.E to the 3¢ C.E.
Nadeesha Gunawardhana!
Abstract

According to the written records like the Mahavamsa and the Dipavamsa history of Sri Lanka
may have begun from the arrival of the prince Vijaya circa 6 B.C.E. Although the history
begins from the 6™ century B.C.E., the literary sources were not recorded till the 4" century
C.E. The first Chronicle, the Dipavamsa was written between the 4™ and 5" C.E., while the
Mahdavamsa was written a century later in the 5™ or 6" C.E. The authors of these Chronicles
belonging to the Maha Vihara of the orthodox tendency and they have exaggerate the works of
some kings who have been sympathetic towards the Maha Vihara while those like Mahaséna
who were ardent supporter of the Mahayana were criticized. It is also necessary to bear in mind
that most of the accounts of these authors are subjected to usual exaggerations. The authors of
these Chronicles of the 4™ and the 5 centuries impose their values and partial judgments over
the events that have taken place in the 6™ century B.C.E. The Mahavamsa and the Dipavamsa
shed light on the land transportation in ancient Sri Lanka from the 6" B.C.E. The Immigration
of Aryan, prove the fact that the land roads were connected with the ports like Mahatittha,
Gokanna, Jambukolapattana etc. All these land routes are connected with ancient capital city
of Anuradhapura. This paper proposes to discuss the significance of all the transportation
methods as well. These accumulated data are analyzed to evaluate the above mentioned topic.
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Using neural networks for mobile applications: self-driving tourism
Aditya Abeysinghe!, Arundathie Abeysinghe?
Abstract

At present, tourism and hospitality industries extensively makes use of Information Technology
(IT) with the objective of reducing costs, improving operational competence as well as
improving the quality of service provided to customers, in order to render a better service for
the clients. Thus a new dimension was merged to tourism with the adoption of IT in tourism
related services. From e-Marketing to virtual tours applications of IT in tourism are diverse. A
recent trend in IT-based tourism can be identified as deploying mobile apps as a part of tourism
and capturing user data, to update the services to cope with user demands continuously. Sri
Lanka as a developing country has limited street view and tourism cornerstones are highlighted
in the Internet. This makes potential users to visit a plethora of websites and related apps to
fulfil their demands. Building a centralized app for all key tourism areas based on a variety of
options ranging from landscapes to business organizations would allow users to easily navigate,
while uploading their own information. This research was conducted as a survey to capture
user data and to build an Android application based on the data. The system uses a neural
network multi-level perceptron (MLP) with back propagation based on the Android platform
as a mechanism of centralizing tourism related services in Sri Lanka.

Key Words: Artificial Neural Network, Back propagation, Multi-level perceptron, eTourism,
Android
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Bulls, Bullocks and Bullock-Carts: Masculinity, Transport and Trade in

Protohistoric and Historic South Asia

Kurush F. Dalal', Raamesh Gowri Raghavan?
Abstract

Ever since the domestication of Bos indicus, the prime means of transportation and traction,
and therefore the bulwark of carriage, haulage and transshipment of goods during the
Protohistoric and Historic Periods in South Asia has been the humble bullock-cart. This paper
deals with its representations as seen from the Art and associated archaeological data of these
periods. In addition, we look at the representations of the animals themselves, either as stud
bulls (C/C1110) or the humbler bullocks (C1117). We will also look at the portrayal of bulls as
symbols of masculinity, as seen in cultural expressions such as Jallikattu, of bullocks as
symbols of fallen status and bondage and of bullocks unhitched from their carts as the soul
freed from its mortal corpse. Expressions of human masculinity, through bullock-cart racing in
the Deccan will also be looked into. This paper attempts to trace the journey of this mode of
transportation though the various different depictions of bulls, bullocks and bullock-carts from
Protohistory and History making a case for its origins, evolution, adaptation and use, including
approximations of freightage. At the same time, it looks at the various cultural connotations of
bulls, bullocks and bullock-carts in literature ancient and modern.What is most surprising is
that though this was the prime mode of transportation in these periods and that its use was
spread over almost the entire landmass of South Asia, it is not very often seen represented in
contemporary art and its very ‘common’ nature has almost made it invisible to students of South
Asian Art History.
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A Historical Study of Palanquin Traveling in Ancient Kandy kingdom

in Sri Lanka
Hasitha Buddhini Yasarathna®
Abstract

Human transport is the oldest mode of carrying loads from one place to another. Not only
carrying goods but also humans are used to carry human beings from one place to another in
Palanquins. Travelling on the shoulders of servants in a cushy palanquins were reserved for
royalty and much of the nobility from Anuradhapura kingdom to Kandyan era .Palanquin is a
popular travelling method among Kandyan royalties than other nobles in past kingdoms of Sri
Lanka. So this research is mainly focused on Palanquin travelling system in Kandyan era. And
it will be a path to make people aware about this historical method of travelling which takes a
lot of values in ancient transportation sub culture in Sri Lanka. From intra-textual readings,
discussions with resource persons and site visits to Kandy and Colombo national heritage
museums,research has got a lot of data about the historical value of palanquin travelling in
ancient Sri Lanka. Specially this research is based on some of the literarical facts from “Eda
Hela Diwa” by Robert Knox, “Devi Dutu Sri Lankawa” by John David, “Journey of
Spilbergen”, “Lori ge Gasert”, “Persiwel Dutu Sri Lankawa”, “Sinhala Samaja Sanvidhanaya”
by Ralf Peres and some archaeological facts from Pilikuththuwa Rajamaha Viharaya, National
museum Colombo and Dalada Maligawa museum in Kandy and some selected resource
persons’ ideas which have closer attention with ancient transport culture in Sri Lanka. When
analyzing all these facts, a large number of important incidents that are related to palanquin
transport in ancient Sri Lankan kingdoms and up country area were discovered. In addition it
was revealed that there was a unique traditional sub culture which was related to palanquin
transportation in Kandyan kingdom. Furthermore it was perceived that there were some
different types of palanquins mentioned in history books and folktales. Palanquins were a status
symbol, and also the specific type of palanquin was a sign of people’s wealth and social
standard in ancient Sri Lanka. Depending on the owner’s status, people used different names,
materials and decorating methods for palanquins and they also added some new items and
developed the palanquins time to time . When analyzing all these facts the it was evident that
traveling on palanquins acts an important role in ancient transport system in Sri Lanka. So the
research will make people, aware of this heritage value and it gives a huge image to the world
about the unique traditional transportation in Kandy kingdom.

Key Words: Palanquins, Kandy kingdom, Symbol of Social Status, Ancient Transport system
in Sri Lanka, Traditional Folktales
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Images of road culture in paintings - Ethos of socio cultural space in

colonial Calcutta

Bratati Dey!
Abstract

In the global context space, there is an abundant and increasing fascination for the painting as
a tool for historical evidence of society. Presently metropolitan city of Kolkata in India has
historical as well as colonial legacy. British East India Company had started their trade network
from Calcutta (formerly named). Calcutta is a visual object which was constantly constructed
and shaped by multiple and varied discourses and practices. The series of paintings in the early
colonial time has been presented in this paper to capture the colonial politics of representations
of road culture as well as urban society of Calcutta. This paper focused on the old road
connection that was represented in paintings. Chitpur Road, esplanade road, circular road was
Kolkata’s oldest road. In early paintings these are represented in different manner. Chitpur
road has existed for at least 400 years. It was known as Pilgrim Road and started from the
North-end of the city stretched up to Kalighat Temple on Adi Ganga. Apart from the aristocracy,
there have been common folks engaged in various trades. The distinctive Bengali panjika
almanac and Battala books were brought out from this place. So many things on Chitpore Road
have been an integral part of Bengal’s life and culture being the centre of supplies for jatra,
magic shows and musical instruments, including English brass bands. The Street exhibits a
bewildering mix of Indian and decaying Palladian architecture, however it is obviously a
bazaar. This paper tries to cortically analyse the visual representation of western eyes in the
space of east.
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Travel routes in the interior of the Island: based on Davy’s An account of
the Interior of Ceylon and of its Inhabitants with
Travels in that Land (1821)

R.M Nadeeka Rathnabahut!

Abstract

John Davy born on 24 May 1790 in Penzance, United Kingdom was not only a Physician of
the armed forces of the British Ceylon during the 19™ century but also an excellent scholar and
traveler at the time. His excursions in the interior of Ceylon are well elaborated and interesting
to read. It provides a vivid description related to the socio-cultural history as well as exclusive
landscapes in the Island. Based on Davy’s “An account of the Interior of Ceylon and of its
Inhabitants with Travels in that Land (1821)”, present study will trace the transportation modes
at the time as well as create a cartographic image with RGIS 102 software to indicate the travel
routes in the interior of the Island at the respective time.

Key Words: British Ceylon, John Davy, Travel, Socio-cultural history
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A study on the Sri Lankan locomotive history revealed from

"Yakada Yaka"

D.A.G. Ariyasinghe!
Abstract

In 1864, rail was introduced to Sri Lanka by the British administration as a mode of
transportation to distribute coffee from the hill country to the colonial capital, Colombo. Later,
even when the tea plantation transcended the coffee plantation, railways were much needed to
transport labour, machinery, food to Kandyan highlands. Moreover, even as a support for the
development of the coconut and rubber, railways were expanded. Later, railways became an
affordable mode of transportation for the general public to travel across the country. Back then
during the British rule, Sri Lanka Railways today was known to be the “Ceylon Government
Railway (CGR)”. The higher officials were indeed Englishmen whereas the drivers were
mainly the Burghers. However, Tamil, Malay and Sinhalese minorities were involved in the
railway service as well. In this study, the fictional works of “Yakada Yaka”: The continuing
Saga of Sonnaboy Von Bloss and the Burgher railwaymen written by Carl Muller will be
analyzed based on the historical and the chronological information the book presents. This
information will be cross-checked alongside the secondary sources on locomotive and railway
history to ensure the reliability of the study. As for the findings from the fiction, the railway
engines that ran to distant destinations have had the names of English governors. i.e.
Sir Andrew Mackenzie race upcountry. (Muller, 1994) In addition, the locomotive engines had
been numbered according to the arrangement of wheels under the locomotive and tender. Apart
from these facts, the lifestyle of Burgher railway men, their habits, problems they faced during
work, court cases regarding the railways which are vividly portrayed in the book will be
analyzed in this study.

Key Words: Ceylon Government Railway, Locomotive History, Burgher railway men, British
Period
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Laws, regulations and customs related to land transportation in Sri Lanka
K_A Sithara Randilini®

Abstract

The paper based on Land Transportation, Locomotive Heritage and Road Culture would be
mainly focused on Railways, Tramway as well as vehicles during the last century of Sri Lanka.
The legislative enactments of Ceylon indicate lots of paths in Land Transportation. When we
are focusing on Railways the Governor used to appoint a person who should take care of duties
and responsibilities pertaining to Railways monitoring. Hence, during the paper, the duties of
this appointed officer, passenger duties and responsibilities, fare charges, the Government’s
role in this as well as penalty and Carrying Goods and parcels. Under Tramways, the promoters,
from time to time for the purpose of making, forming, laying down, maintain and renewing,
any tramway duly proclaimed and in part or parts thereof respectively, may open or break up a
road, subject to lots of legislations. Tramways were used in a huge scale and it has a vast period
of time in Sri Lankan Transportation history. The legal legislations pertaining to Tramways
were also indicated in the early historical records. During the abstract, these scenarios would
be evidently portrayed. The legislations enactments based on Vehicles have been focused on in
this paper as well. Licensing of vehicles, Governor’s role in Vehicles legislation, liabilities of
owners of vehicles, delivery of Goods, Offences would be some of the key points in the subject
of vehicles. Hence, we believe that this focus on Land Transportation would be highly pivotal
in order to get a crystal clear idea. Hence, the heritage of Land Transportation is pivotal enough
to get an idea about Sri Lankan land transportation techniques and legislations. Cultural
perspectives pertaining to Laws, regulations and customs related to land transportation also
would be focused during the research of Vehicles, Tramways and Railways.

Key Words: Transportation, legal legislations, Vehicles, Sri Lanka
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The Role of the Ox As a Local Mode of Traditional Transport
(An Investigation through folksongs)

A.LN.P.Pereral
Abstract

One of the milestones and landmarks of human evolution is the domestication of animals. The
significant feature of this process which began some 1500 years ago was that the ox which was
tamed and domesticated has been of much use and utility to man and it has been subjected to
respect, honor and grace by him as well. At the beginning, the ox has been used for dairy
purposes or for milk, and as the beast of the burden or as a hard working laborer for agricultural
activities and agrarian purposes. With the beginning of the transport, following the invention
of the wheel, the importance, use and the utility of the ox as a closest friend of man increased.
Therefore a set of attitudes on the ox was formed in different societies and accordingly the ox
enjoyed an important social status in different communities. Accordingly, in the Sri Lankan
cultural context too, the ox commanded a social recognition, respect and status. Sinhala
literature, folklore and other forms serve as good sources in this respect to understand the close
relationship between man and the ox. Although there is evidence to prove that there has been
oxen in Sri Lanka since the pre-historic age, scholars point out that the tribal people who lived
a semi-shepherd type of life in the Iron or Mesolithic age would have reared the ox for diary
purposes. The ox which was domesticated and came into close contact with man purely for
diary purposes, became an important component for all agrarian purposes with the arrival of
Aryans. Since the 4®century, there has been historical evidence to prove that animal husbandry
was in existence in Sri Lanka. By the 16™ century, although the ox has been a close friend of
man and reared for dairy products, but after the 16" century with the arrival of the Europeans,
the connection and relationship between man and the ox was lost due to the habit of flesh-
eating and setting up of abattoirs and the place which the ox had as a mode of transport was
also lost with the advent of new machinery. Folksongs which help to understand and identify
cultural traits and heritage and to experience the depth of humanity are a carrier of the
traditional and conventional wisdom of one generation to another. It is also a reflection of the
social life of a community that belongs to a particular social group. The Sinhala folklore reflects
the type of food, clothes, houses traditions, habits, values, beliefs, social norms and mores and
other cultural features. The research problem here is the investigation of how in folklore, the
ox as a local traditional transport mode is used and appreciated. To achieve this goal, the
research methodology used here is the study of written and unwritten or oral folklore and books
written on folklore by scholars. According to the investigation, the most popular mode of
transport of the Sri Lankan tradesmen in the past was a fleet of carts with bullocks tied to its
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york. Caravans were mostly and frequently used in the event of difficult journeys on the rough
roads. Groups of bullocks were used in caravans. The popular method of carrying luggage was
that they were hung on either side of the belts tied round the body of the bullocks and small
bells to jingle were also hung round the bullock's neck in order to drive away the beasts and to
relieve the bullocks. A cart with a single bullock and a cart with two bullocks as well were used
which were named as bara bagaya and bakki cart (Buggy cart) respectively which became a
very popular mode of transport. This research intends to find out and reflects the utility, variety
and diversity of the use of the ox.

Key Words: Animal domestication, Sinhala culture, folklore, ox, folksongs, traditional
transport mode.
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Trans-cultural discourse on colonial transportation viewed through

German Travel records on Sri Lanka

Nirosha Paranavitana®
Abstract

The involvement of cultural and political constructions embedded in the travel records has
enabled critical awareness of the implication of travel and travel writings in colonial powers
structures and it has given a new life for serious object of academic study. The expansion of
colonialism fuelled by the improvements seen on transportation, travel writing had become a
considerably popular and a successful genre. Increasing popularity and interest in scientific,
geographical and anthropological research has also given a weight on travelogues serving as
accounts of first-hand individual experience with potential instructions for travellers,
administrators, religious expansion and scientific discoveries. As for Sri Lankan colonial
heritage, until recent decades, colonial travel writings, especially that of the travel records of
the authors of non-colonial powers writing on Sri Lanka had received relatively little or no
attention. In post-colonial Germanic Studies, it has long been assumed that little need be said
about colonialism and the Enlightenment, as Germany did not have colonies until the late
nineteenth century, hence the German Enlightenment and colonialism appears derivative of and
peripheral to what counts as the European tradition or any records founded in East-India
Companies. This study hence focuses on the travel records of Germans in Dutch Sri Lanka,
Herport (1669), von de Behr (1668), Schweitzer (1682), Fryke (1692) Wintergerst (1712) as
recorded by R. Raven-Hart as well as the travel record of Wilhelm Geiger (1890) of the colonial
Sri Lanka. Initially, until recently the personal records especially on the mobility of Sri Lankan
then infrastructure as viewed by Germans is terra incognita or an unknown territory of
information. This study will seek a new dimension for the heritage studies of Sri Lanka by
revealing the transportation and road culture and the intercultural contacts positioning on the
implications of the act of travel of an individual, national and spatial concept of identity
prevailed along the crossroads and rivers throughout Sri Lanka revealing the stereotypes and
the essence of an informative transcultural discourse written from the perspective of self-
awareness and critique of the German perception of the colonial setup of Sri Lanka.

Key Words: Colonial transportation, German perception, Sri Lanka
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Restoring the Asian Silk Route: Its Transportation and Importance

V. Varijal, V. Ramabrahmam
Abstract

The Silk Roads were an interconnected web of routes linking the ancient societies of East,
South, Central, and Western Asia, and the Mediterranean. It contributed to the development of
many of the world's great civilizations and enabled the exchange of technologies and ideas that
reshaped the known worlds. This combination of routes represents one of the world’s
preeminent long-distance communication networks. There were a number of major impacts
from this extensive network of interactions:

1. The development of cities along these routes, which gained power and wealth from the
trade, providing the infrastructure of production and redistribution, and policing its
routes. Many became major cultural and artistic centers, where peoples of different
ethnic and cultural backgrounds intermingled.

2. The development of religious centers, which benefitted from the patronage of political
systems and wealthy individuals.

3. The movement of technologies, artistic styles, languages, social practices and religious
beliefs, transmitted by people moving along the Silk Roads.

An exception to this is short sea routes, for example between Korea and Japan and mainland
China, or across the Caspian Sea between Turkmenistan and Azerbaijan. These were not about
linking into the long seaborne journeys of the ‘Spice routes’ that were to be so important in the
later periods, but rather about short sea crossings that enabled these areas to connect to the
main land-based networks of the Silk Roads. In addition, the exploitation of water-born
transport in places was inter-linked with the ‘land routes’, as in the movement of people and
goods along the Syr Darya in Central Asia.“Sri Lanka too played an active role in the ancient
Silk route of the ocean. Situated strategically in the middle of the ancient Silk route of the ocean
between East and West, Sri Lanka functioned as an entree port of trade for exchanging
commodities. Archaeological excavations in many parts of Sri Lanka have unearthed large
hoards of Roman and Chinese coins, which indicate that merchants from West and East met in
Sri Lanka and exchanged wares”.

Key Words: Restoration-Asia-Silk Road-Transportation-ocean routes
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Transport & the Shaping of Sri Lanka’s History

Amal S. Kumarage!
Abstract

History is shaped by diverse factors, among them the access to land, its occupation and use.
Sri Lanka’s own history underlines the impact that emerging transport technology had on
government, settlement and trade. Being an island country, the influences of maritime transport
have had the greatest impact spanning several centuries. Thus, the Chinese, the Indians, the
Malays and later the Europeans all left their mark on shaping Sri Lanka’s economy and culture.
Much has been discovered on the ports and the maritime economy that made Sri Lanka and its
geographical location important to the world over the years. Much less is documented on the
land transportation that connected these ports and the capital cities that rose and fell with the
different kingdoms and Chola invasions. The nature of the use of waterways and the horse
tracks connecting the length and breadth of the land is also yet to be fully understood. The
development of internal transport technology in ancient Sri Lanka and its global comparison is
an area of immense research importance to determine its contribution to the formation of our
history. Modern Sri Lanka is also intensely shaped by transport technology. The current
economic concentration in the Western Province stems from the strategic use of Colombo as
the gateway to Europe and its internal connectivity to a network of over 200 km of inland
waterways including canals, lakes and rivers. The spice and coconut industries that supported
this export economy continue even to-date as a significant economic contributor. The
emergence of Colombo as the modern capital of Sri Lanka was further consolidated with the
subsequent hubbing of land transport networks centered on Colombo and the port. The opening
of new land to further develop the export economy of value to the Europeans was the primary
basis for the development of the railway and subsequently the road transport networks. The
attention on accessing the hill country and the neglect of areas of traditional economies such
as paddy farming especially in the dry zone meant that transport technology was a key means
that led to the shaping of the current economic and social profile within Sri Lanka including
the inequities arising from same. The post-independence period in Sri Lanka saw rural road
construction as a means of redressing these issues followed up with an extensive bus transport
network that in many ways restored the quality of rural living. If indeed such measures
contributed towards Sri Lanka not having experienced the global trend of heavy urban
migrations in the latter part of the 20" century remains unexplored. At the same time, the
political focus on rural access was not without negative issues, as both urban transport and
inter-regional transport infrastructure stagnated for several decades. It is only in the last two
decades that a new highway network is being built. However, if the planning of such a network
is adequately visionary to exploit new economic opportunities including the promotion of
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domestic trade is not well understood. The neglect of urban transport technologies including
upgrading of rail and bus transport has resulted in the depletion of quality of urban life and
economic competitiveness. The recent attention on public transport including the railways and
bus transport augurs well for restoring a more sustainable development of transport in Sri
Lanka.

Key Words: Transport, Transport technology, Sustainable development, Sri Lanka
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Religion on the Road in Secular India: Production of Liminality,

Hostility and Hospitality in Public Places
James Ponniah®

Abstract

Though India is a secular country, Indian secularism, unlike its European version, is neither
anti-religion nor religion-neutral. Rather it believes in the equal treatment of all religions and
accommodates the religious interests of all faith traditions. While this policy of accommodation
produces a public display of religion on the roads and the public places, it transforms the road
into a site of contradictory and ambivalent behaviours. On the one hand, the religious festival
of Vinayaka Chaturthi which culminates in the procession of Ganesh idols in cars with much
decor and the immersion of them in different beaches in Chennai not only facilitates the
enactment of Hindu religious matters in public places; such events sponsored by Sangh Parivar
outfits also provide new occasions for Hindutva religious identity politics. Pro-Hindu slogans
and anti-Muslim propaganda such as ‘Hindus Unite: Boycott the Shops of Terrorist Funders’
written on huge flex boards that adorn the procession cars turn Indian roads into a political
arena in which majoritarian political forces mobilise the sentiments of Hindu nationalism
through a hate campaign and the strategy of hostility toward the Muslim minority. On the
other hand, the religious phenomena of walking pilgrimages that take place in the roads of
Chennai turn Chennai roads into site of hospitality. The citizens of Chennai irrespective of
religious affiliations provide water, food, butter milk, biscuits etc. to the pilgrims who go on
foot to shrines such Vailankannie Church or Melmaruvathur Adi Parashakti temple. On
important dates of the pilgrimages such as August 29'", the traffic on certain key roads is
suspended and the vehicle-routes are diverted to felicitate the walking pilgrimage of hundreds
and thousands of devotees. While both the events cited above indicate the state’s policy of
religious accommodation, it equally helps to unravel the soft power of religion to turn public
places into liminal spaces in which the normal activities of the traffic and other behaviours are
suspended in deference to a religious event. The paper argues that production of such liminality
on the road can result in the transformation roads into a site of both hostility and hospitality.

Key Words: Indian Secularism, Religious Processions, Pilgrimages, Hostility and Hospitality
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Epic Bridges and Legendary Cities: Theorizing the Production of Public

Space in the Peninsular South

Amitha Santiago®
Abstract

The building of cities and the construction of bridges is a response to an ontological challenge.
The challenge emerges from Space being the inevitable habitus of the social. This social
imperative brings with it the possibility of a radical contemporaneity of existence. This
possibility is charged with the political when responded to with the desire for history. The desire
for history we find is in fact symptomatic of an ontological anxiety. And thus it is that urban
spaces are inscribed with a desire for history. This paper will examine the multiple implications
and imperatives this desire enlists through the analysis of urban spaces from the south of the
Indian peninsula. The paper employ the spatial text of Mahisuru, the city of Mysore in
Karnataka and its birth in the legend of Mahisasura and Chamundeshwari; it shall further
analyze the Ramsethu bridge debate brought into the public sphere by Indian right wing Hindus
in recent years. These two texts have been produced by processes that are deployed in the
production of spaces and debates in the public sphere. The possibility of a radical
contemporaneity of existence presents challenges that are articulated in such urban projects as
the building of bridges and the production of cities. Through the analysis of these texts the
paper attempts to examine the processes by which the social possibility is ambushed through
the political. This paper claims that the social potential to perform a radical contemporaneity
of existence is diminished by the historical turn. It will demonstrate how such a strategic turn
was employed by right wing Hinduism, which sought to create a public debate over the
Ramsethu Bridge to be built between India and Sri Lanka. The analysis of these urban/modern
projects of building bridges and constructing cities will reveal that the historicization of legends
and epics invests in an ethical and political positioning as regards the strategic uses of the
dimension of Time.

Key Words: Production of Public Spaces, Radical Contemporaneity of Existence, Mahisura
Legend, Ramsethu Debate, South Indian Penisula
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Transportation of Elephants & Tuskers

Samadhi Nawodya Peiris’
Abstract

Elephant is the largest creature living on the land of the planet earth. There is a very long history
when considering the relationship between elephant and human being. This study is based on
the methods used in transporting elephants from the past to present. There are three main
methods as by ships, by foot, and by trucks. Since the time of Anuradhapura kingdom to the
British era, elephants were transported to foreign countries by ships for selling purposes and as
well as presents for the royals. However, since transporting elephants by ships is not applicable
with regard to the transportation on land, this research paper is mainly focused on transporting
elephants by foot and by trucks. Primary and secondary sources studying methods have been
used as the study methods in preparing this research paper.

Key Words: Elephants, Transportation, Tuskers
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The Road to Kandy: A bibliographical and historical study of Colonial and

Post-Colonial accounts

Kanchana Dehigama®

Abstract

A considerable body of literature highlights that the survival of Kandyan Kingdom from
western invasion was mainly caused by geographical barriers and ancient travel rules and
procedures practiced. Thus, the construction of road to Kandy under the supervision of Dawson
and Skinner established British administration in Kandyan provinces. The road to Kandy is
known as the “Great Road” not only because the of route is taken by the higher officials of
Kandyan court and embassies of different countries to reach the Kandyan kingdom but also it
marked a milestone of British Occupation in Sri Lanka. Historical literature suggested that
changes brought into effect the construction of Kandy road in to the livesof Kandyans in
particular and Sri Lankans in general, stretched from social, political and economic liberty to
facilitating communication through fast trade and passenger transportation while transportation
facilities were at minimal stage. On the contrary, it is argued that building a new road to Kandy
under the concept of D’oyley and policy of Barnes had interrupted the traditional life style of
Kandyans. Nearly after two centuries of opening of the road to Kandy, building of a new
expressway to Kandy is at its crossroads. One may argue that the construction of a new
expressway will fade away the significance of the existing Kandy-Colombo highway.
However, due to social, political economical as well as historical linkages associated with
Kandy road with Sri Lankan way of life, significance of Kandy road is heightened continuously.
Gradually the same route was popularly known as Colombo-Kandy highway with the
increasing development of Colombo as a commercial and administrative capital and its
significance is even so emphasized by designating it Sri Lanka’s A-1 motorway.
Notwithstanding the significance of the Kandy road, exploring into literature reveals that there
is no effort has been taken to record the history of Kandy road in a descriptive manner. Except
for few brief attempts made by handful of authors, rest of the accounts on constructions of the
road to Kandy is intermingled in the administrative reports, travel accounts and, personal
diaries etc. Hence, this study attempts to contribute to historiography of road building in Sri
Lanka by putting all aspects of construction of Kandy road together.

Key Words: Road Culture, Kandy Road, British Administration, Kandy
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Relic Shrines Pilgrimage
Abhijeet Kumar!
Abstract

In the South Asian world, the first and second centuries CE gives a new dimension to Buddhism
and its pilgrimage with the rise of Buddha image in human form. Whether the image originated
in Mathura school of Art or Gandhara school of Art had been a long time question for scholars.
This paper does not dwell into the origination of Buddha image but inspite it offers some light
on Gandharan regional sites, and relic shrines pilgrimage and routes. Chinese pilgrims'
accounts this region mostly confined to Peshawar basin, but due to its unified artistic and stupa
tradition which had an extent to South-Afghanistan, as well as on the east of it due to Graeco
Roman influences on art, Kashmir is also taken in examples. Buddhist art, culture and
traditions flourished in Gandhara which was an ancient region between north-western Pakistan
and eastern Afghanistan. The spread of Semi-Mahayanic tradition and monastic art from India
via Gandhara to Central Asia and China played a vital role in the propagation of Buddhism as
a world religion. Rise of Buddhism is evident in the period of the 1st century CE to 4th century
CE during the rule of Kusana Empire. A distinctive feature of this period was the sustained
patronage of Buddhist monasteries, art and architecture. Buddhist chronicles give an idea of
pilgrimage sites which venerated body relics of Buddha which later were enshrined in the
stupa. It comprises several narrative strands that relate the life story of the Buddha and the
manner in which Buddhist teachings and institutions were established on the Gandharan
periphery in ancient times. The focus of this work traces the relics associated with the historical
Buddha.This paper traces the art and religiousity of relic shrines via Buddhist and cultural
context in selecting some specimens of the 4th century BCE until 5th Century CE. Thus the
paper will address some broader parameters in the history of Gandharan pilgrimage and move
to a focus on Gandharan sculptures and Indo-Greek antiquities, coins that have been subject to
concerted collecting efforts in the nineteenth and early twentieth century.

Key Words: Buddhism, Gandhara, Pilgrimage route, Relic shrines, Buddha, Bodhisattva, Art
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Vintage cars a luxury in British Raj: a case study of different museum and

private collections
Azfar Ahmad?, Abhijeet Kumar
Abstract

Transport is a part of our day to day lives, and in seeing cars, everyone feels a connection and
pride in owning it. In India the first car ran on roads in 1897. Prior to independence in the 1940s
India had no automobile industry to speak of. Cars were brought into the country in a
knocked down condition from England. They were reassembled to serve the minuscule
market provided by the British ruling class and some Indian elites. The presence of such
vehicles led to the birth of an indigenous spare parts industry mostly concentrated in the south
of the country. Road Transport in India grew rapidly after 1947 owing to rapid growth
in urbanization and per capita income and to the vehicle production moving there. Museums
and Private collections in India have different hues and designs of yesteryears car from British
Raj period. ‘Vintage cars’ are the cars according to National Green Tribunal, any car
manufactured between 1920 and 1939 is known as vintage car and those between 1940 and
1979 as classic cars. Collectors in India have pre- and post-world war cars, which were
manufactured before and after World War 2. These collections mostly hail from “Rajasthan,
Gujarat, and Madhya Pradesh. These were prosperous towns and many Zamindars and rich
merchants owned such beautiful pieces. There are so many stories linked to these cars that are
why people come to the museum. They can love art and yet not be able to relate personally, to
a statue or a painting, but they can easily relate to their family car and the adventures you have
had in it. They are part of the heritage of India, and should be displayed and learnt about. This
paper is based on the case study of the luxury of cars used by rich people and local rajas,
baniyas during British Raj.

Key Words: Vintage cars, Raja, Zamindar, Museum, Art, Collection, Wheels
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A content audit of Transport related government websites in Sri Lanka

A.P.U. De Silva!
Abstract

Today there is a new trend to develop websites for government institutes to distribute
information to the general public. Besides, the concept of e-government and e- governance
have become popular at present. But many cases, the websites have a lot of weaknesses. The
aim of the content audit is to perform a qualitative analysis of the content of a website and to
find out its relative strengths and weakness. The main objective of the study was to find out
whether the government websites provide historical information to the public throughout their
websites. On the other hand, weaknesses of the website were identified. In this study, both
qualitative and quantitative methodologies were applied. Mainly this is a survey research. By
using desk research and website evaluation tools, primary data were collected. WAVE, Google
Page Speed and Hubspot Marketing Grader used as evaluation tools for the study. There are 72
ministries under Sri Lankan government and four transport related ministries were used for
evaluation. After analyzing the data and evaluating websites, it was realized that most of the
transport related government websites have given less priority to publish historical information
regarding those institutes. As well as there is a high demand for online services on government
websites. But a very few government websites provided online services for the users.
Evaluation tools are given low marks for sampled websites. In order to overcome this situation,
some major moves are suggested to upgrade the rank of government websites which are,
introducing a basic format for a website, following WCAG and proprietary accessibility
guidelines, establishing formal web accessibility laws and guidelines, upgrading online
services, recruiting a centralized post called web manager for all government institutes.

Key Words: Government Websites, Sri Lanka; Transport Related Government Websites,
Websites Evaluation, Transport History, Sri Lanka
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Railway to the Sacred City and Pilgrims from the South: This presentation
envisages the connection between building railways and pilgrimage to

Anuradhapura

Asoka de Zoysa'!
Abstract

From a larger research on the “Rediscovery of Anuradhapura” by the British Orientalists and
its elevation from a “Buried City” to a “Holy City”, I wish to present how modern transport
enhanced pilgrims to visit Anuradhapura which triggered off events that finally led to the
Anurdhapura Riots in 1903. I also argued in this study, that maybe the most affluent “new
Buddhists” from the maritime mercantile sector of the coastal region from Chilaw to Colombo,
supported this venture and not the Buddhists of the Upcountry Kandyan or Sabaragamuwa
Region. During the times of the last Kandyan Kings only a few sites such as the Sri Maha
Bodhi and Ruvanveliseya were visited by pilgrims. As there were no excavations of
Auradhapura prior to the British occupation of Ceylon, the city remains as recorded in the
writings of colonial administrators as a “buried city” that had to be excavated? In 1890 the
Archaeological Survey of Ceylon undertakes the clearing of the sites and in 1894 four years
later, publishes its first to seventh progress reports with actual drawings of embellishments on
pillars and ground plans of stupas by Hocart. This marks the earliest endeavors to re-discover
Anuradhapura from a “Buried City” of the mid eighteenth century to a “Ruined City”.
Walisinha Harischandra’s (1876-1913) advent to the Buddhist Nationalist Movement seems to
mark lobbying for the liberation of Anuradhapura to reclaim the city for the Buddhists and
rebuild it for the pilgrims in its past glory, challaging the British who wished to preserve it as
an archeological park of ruins. In 1894 Anagarika Dharmapala proposes Harischandra to take
the position of secretary of the Mahabodhi Society branch in Anuradhapura. Harischanda
seems to be following the trials of the colonial administration using Western knowledge, not
the vernacular handed down by the pilgrims to Anuradhapura, in his initial quest to discover
the city unknown to the western educated Sinhalese of the coastal region. Harischadra visits
Anuradhapura for the first time as late as in 1899. He, like all other westernized Buddhists
living on the coastal belt, does not seem to have acknowledged the value of the first capital till
then. Just as Dharmapala wished to institute a “Holy City” in Bodhgaya, Harischanda was to
make Anuradhapura the “Holy City” in the island. In 1902 the ‘Ruvanviliséya veli chaitya
Samvardhana Samithiya’ was inaugurated as the focal point for more organized activism
independent from British intervention. The next year of the performance of ‘Sirisanga Bo
Charitaya’ (1903) by John de Silva in Colombo gives the “Emotional fundament” for English
speaking Buddihists in the quest of a National History of the Sinhalese. The Anurdhapura riots

! Director Samkathana Research Centre and Archive at the Faculty of Humanities, University of
Kelaniya
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irrupt the same year. In 1904 there seems to a train service to Anuradhapura - one in the
morning from Colombo and the return in the evening. Accommodation for the pilgrims seem
to have been built by Mrs. S. S Fernando of Colombo and Mr. Simon de Silva of Negambo by
already in 1897. The train service transports supporters from Colombo to Anuradhapura. I have
also pointed in my research of an emergence of nostalgia of the glorious past was supported by
other historical plays at the Tower Hall by John de Silva and Charles Dias. One may add the
fact that by 1909 the Lankaloka press was publishing ‘Anuradhapura Puvat’ informing the
Buddhists of the latest activities of the liberation of the city — using the print media in Sinhala
to mobilize Buddhists. Momentum seems to gather in the turn of the century when trains
transport printed newspapers and pamphlets from Maradana. Harischandra makes use of
archaeological evidences and translations of inscriptions to substantiate the claim for the
“Sacred City of Anuradhapura”. Harischanda in his ‘The Sacred City of Anuradhapura’ (1908)
gives instructions to pilgrims to proceed from one place of interest to another. Into this
proposed itinerary he weaves in the history of the city as narrated in the Mahavamsa and
photographs from the Skeen Collection. This presentation will trace the “Round Pilgrimage”
(Vata Vandanava) suggested by Harischandra comparing it with the itinerary suggested in
unpublished Vandanakavi from the archives of the Library of the National Museum.

Key Words: Anuradhapura, Pilgrims, Transport
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Transition of modes of transportation from pre-modern to modernized
Ceylon; Representations in Murals of the Buddhist Image Houses of the

Upcountry Kandyan and Low Country Maritime Regions

Asoka de Zoysa!, Ganga Rajinee Dissanayake
Abstract

Modernized Ceylon under Dutch and British occupation marks paradigm shifts of
transportation in three phases: Elephant-Horse-Palanquin- Sailing Ships through Bullock Cart-
Horse Drawn Carriage to Train-Automobile -Steam Ship revolutionizing communication and
transport systems locally and internationally. This presentation will sketch the methodology to
gather information from main scenes of Buddhist narratives: The speedy delivery of the new
born Prince Sidhartha Gutama from Lumbini to Kapilavastu, the journey out of the palace to
view the “Four precursors to Renunciation of Worldly Pleasures™ (Satara Peta Nimithi) and
King Vessanatara’s Deparure to Vangagiriya. These three scenes will be compared in the
Upcountry and Low Country traditions. With the help of photographs of the mid 19" century,
we shall identify some of these modes of transport, which are also on display at the Martin
Wickramasigha Museum in Koggala. The next section of the presentation will view
development of Scenes from Srilankan History as seen in the paintings of Solias Mendis in the
Kelaniya Rajamahaviharaya and the lithographs of the Buddha Caritaya by M. Sarlis and his
school of painters demonstrating the historicizing modes of transport, questioning why the
automobile did not enter to the repertoire of modes of transport in the temple murals.

Key Words: Buddhist narratives, Modes of transport, Temple murals
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History of the Uva Railway from Peradeniya to Badulla
The highest broad gauge line

Indrani Munasinghe®
Abstract

The scope of this study includes a presentation of the development of the construction of the
Uva railway from Peradeniya to Badulla during the period from 1872 to 1924. The construction
of the Uva railway of 111 miles took nearly 52 years witnessing the reigns of three British
monarchs and the involvement of ten British governors from Sir William Gregory (1872-1877)
to Sir William H. Manning (1918-1925). If the Colombo-Kandy railway has had the honour of
introducing the first railway line in Sri Lanka, it was the Uva line which has the honour of
registering the broad gauge line 5'6" to ever reach the altitude of 6226 feet at the summit of
Pattipola. The railway line from Colombo to Badulla is about 150 miles in length. In terms of
engineering marvel and scenery, this line especially the Uva railway from Peradeniya via
Idalgashinna, Haputale, Diyatalawa, Bandarawela, Demodara and Hali-Ela to Badulla is
considered to be one of the finest train journeys in the world. In England, during the 19th
century, railway lines were constructed and operated by private enterprise. The complete
absence of any state participation in this sphere was not only an indication of the ability and
willingness of private capital to engage in economic activities of such magnitude, but was also
a reflection of the prevailing economic concept of laissez-faire. In contrast, the role of the
colonial governments in countries was different, in that railways fell within the category of
public works and hence constituted a legitimate sphere of government activity. In actual fact,
there was no deliberation on this point. It was always assumed that the state should be the main
vehicle in colonies of railway expansion or take a large part in the decision for railway
construction. To the colonial government in Sri Lanka, the construction of railways in the
colony was a necessary requisite for the advancement of production, trade and commerce of
the island. Any discussion of policy should therefore be based on analysing the degree of
government support given to any particular line. Regarding the Uva railway, it is evident that
the profitability of it was the main factor in determining its construction. The extensive surveys
and the estimates carried out suggest that the colonial government as cautious in undertaking
this railway line especially up to Haputale. There is no doubt whatsoever that the railways were
initiated and rapidly expanded due to the continuous clamour by the planters. The policy of the
Governor Arthur Havelock (1890-1896) regarding the rail extension to Nanu-oya and Uva was
to give consideration to such railway projects only as can be shown to offer a fair degree of
certainty of profit sufficient to cover all the charges incidental to the construction and to
undertake such projects in the order of their relative importance in respect of the interest which
they will serve. Hence it is clear that at no time the colonial government was willing to promote
planting interests only without due regard to the effect on the general economy and revenue of
the island. This does not however mean that the planting community were not the main
beneficiaries of the Uva Railway. Since it was the planting industry which provided the bulk
of the government revenue, it is natural that the railways should be stated to serve the planting
regions. What is contested here is the thesis that the colonial government championed the
planting interests with no regard to consequences on the traditional sectors of the economy.
Key Words: Badulla, Highest broad gauge line, Peradeniya, Railway
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Road network in Jaffna peninsula

During the early 20™ century

Priya Vettivelautham?!
Abstract

Reaching to a place or migrating to place to place is very common feature in the human life.
The passage for human needs had caused gradually to find the route system in the past. The
culture and civilizations were developed and they had been brought from one place to another
because of the well-organized route systems in both the sea and the land. The kings and
merchants who emerged through the ages had used the well-designed main roads for their
political and commercial activities. The Europeans in the first and the Asians in the next were
discovered the sea routes to expand their colonial activities and naval power. The international
silk route was the land route through which Europe and Asians countries were connected during
the medieval period. Sri Lanka also had experienced for these activities in the past. European
colonial activities over Sri Lanka were ultimately caused for the modern route network by
which upcountry and the low lands were connected and the Jaftna peninsula also was brought
under these route network systems during the colonial period. In this research an attempt has
been made to expose the salient features of the route network in the Jaffna peninsula during the
early 19" Century A.D.

Key Words: Road Network, Jaffna Peninsula
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Conservation and preservation of locomotive heritage in Sri Lanka
Arundathie Abeysinghe?
Abstract

Travel and tourism is a large income generator in Sri Lanka. As such, train travel plays a
significant role in promoting tourism, rendering tourists local and overseas an exceptional
travelling experience as well as a multi-faceted cultural exchange. In Sri Lanka the railways
network covers the scenic hill country with exceptional views of verdant hills, pristine beaches
and secluded countryside. The railway network in Sri Lanka was constructed on the legendary
route in the 19th century. The Viceroy Special which is a vintage steam train built to resemble
trains of yesteryear is a locomotive heritage rendering travelers a unique experience of train
travel, especially the hill country train ride which is considered as one of the best journeys in
the world. But there are many challenges facing the conservation and preservation of
locomotive heritage. As the constant movement of the railway engines and carriages will wear
out original parts and will have to be replaced leading to destruction of valuable historical and
technological nature of the locomotives, there should be better solutions to conserve them.
Thus, there should be proper pragmatic solutions to conserve such locomotive heritages
without altering the ancient outlook of the engines and carriages or else the ancient nature of
such locomotives will be destroyed. In this paper, I will be looking at pragmatic solutions to
conserve and preserve locomotive heritage in Sri Lanka considered a valuable heritage of the
past.

Key Words: Locomotive heritage, Ancient outlook, Conservation and Preservation
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Traversing through the 18™ Century Colombo-Kandy Trail

K. D. Paranavitana!
Abstract

Colombo was linked with Kandy by a land route in the 18" century as the Kandyan and the
Dutch authorities needed each other for mutual existence. The entire Colombo-Kandy route
can be divided into two main sectors, firstly from Colombo to Sitavaka and secondly from
Sitavaka to Kandy. The first sector ran through the Kelany Valley. Depending on the type of
journey, the resting place was decided either at Hanwella or at Sitavaka. If the Governor leaves
on an inspection tour, it was Hanwella and for an embassy with its retinue leaving for Kandy
it was Sitavaka. The objective of the present paper is to examine this route through archival
sources.

Key Word: Archival sources, Colombo, Kandy, Route
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A glance at roadscape of principal roads from Colombo to provincial towns

in the mid nineteenth century Sri Lanka

Anura Manatunga®
Abstract

The present study is a cursory survey on the roadscape of principal roads which have linked
Colombo with provincial towns in the mid nineteenth century. There were seven principal roads
from Colombo, the Capital City of Sri Lanka to provincial towns in and around the island.
Some of these roads were passable by wheeled vehicles, but some of them were bridle paths
which were used by horse riders and packed bull transporters. All these roads were leveled and
remained as graveled roads and most of them developed as metaled roads used by mortar
vehicles, at least partially, by the end of the century. Bridges were very rare over rivers and
streams in these roads; hence, fords and ferries were used to cross water courses during this
period. Toll stations were found usually in some of these places. Rest houses, postal stations,
forts and garrisons were found in some places. Some roadside villages were transformed as
bazars and townships and some places were newly developed as urban centers. Among these
principal roads, the road which was known as ‘Round the island road’ linked all coastal towns
with Colombo and were used by Portuguese and the Dutch who occupied the maritime
provinces, prior to British. Starting from Colombo towards north, it goes to Jaffna in the North,
Trincomalee and Baticaloa in the East and Hambantota, Matara and Galle in the South reaching
Colombo, passing altogether 770 miles. Abandoning the traditional road from Colombo to
Kandy via Hanwella and Attapitiya, a new road was constructed by British in 1821, via Mahara
and Ambepussa to Kandy. This 72 miles road was the first road constructed in Sri Lanka during
the British period and the present Colombo-Kandy road is a development of this road, with a
few minor deviations. Apart from this road, three more roads were considered as alternative
principal roads to Kandy from Colombo. One of them was the road, 84 miles via Kurunegala.
Another road was 94 miles via Yatiyantota, Ginigathhena and Gampola to Kandy. The road
which meets the main Kandy road at 45" mile stone, coming via Ruvanwella and Ballapana
from Colombo which is 82 miles long was the third alternative road. Road to Badulla via
Rathnapura and Balangoda which is 135 miles was a principal road of the mid nineteenth
century. The road across the country to Trincomalee via Kurunegala and Dambulla which is
159 miles was considered only second to Colombo—Kandy main road in importance, by British
during this period. A search on colonial records, photographs and remaining physical remnants
will be the sources of this research which is asking for more advanced research on the subject.

Key Words: Roadscape, Colombo, mid nineteenth century, provincial towns, Sri Lanka
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