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Restudy of Kotahalu Yaagaya at Anuradhapura in Sri
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13 University of Sri Jayewardenepura, Sri Lanka
4 Gampaha Wickramarachchi University

yasanjalee@sjp.ac.lk
Abstract

Since Sinhalese people consider puberty as a special event in a young girl’s life, they perform
many customs and rituals from the ancient past. The secondary socialization process has been
beginning at this event and thereby internalizing the future responsibilities as a woman, wife,
and mother in the girl’s mind. This celebration is referred to as Kotahalu Mangalya and it
contained many meaningful customs and practices. When a girl attained puberty in an
inauspicious time Kotahalu Yaagaya is performed by Sinhalese shamans after her seclusion
period of her. The principal researcher conducted a deep study on this ritual in 1990 at
Pandulagama in Anuradhapura. In fact, she was one of the eyewitnesses who had watched
this ritual when performed over one whole night by shamans of Nochchiyagama,
Anuradhapura in Sri Lanka. Twenty-three years after that study, the group of present
researchers have revisited twice to the same area in 2013 and 2016 and conducted a restudy.
The research problem of this study was why this historically valued cultural event had
disappeared from society and the reasons for failing to resurrect it. Then, the objectives of this
research were to restudy and understand the contemporary status of the same ritual and tried
to reform it, after more than two decades after the first study in 1990. Further, it is interesting
to study the reasons and factors for this kind of cultural event becoming disappear with the
passage of time. It is also important to study the reasons for this type of cultural event
becoming obscure with the passage of time. The purposive sampling method was carried out
for the present data collection. Basically, qualitative data was gathered by employing the
interview method, including in-depth interviews. Narrative analysis was occupied as the major
analytical method of the study. Among them, fifteen key informants were eyewitnesses as well
as the women who were subjected to this ritual. Finally, researchers compared data which
were gathered more than two decades back, and data gathered two decades after the first
study. Sedaraman (1968), explained the many reasons for fading this ritual in the present
society. Among them, one is that since the shamans are looking down and their successors are
reluctant to continue the shaman tradition like their ancestors. In fact, Sedaraman’s this
explanation was proved by the experiences of researchers’ regarding the attempt of
resurrecting Kotahalu Yaagaya. Young descendants of shamans at Nochchyagama lineage
made an attempt to learn and perform it. But they completely failed and gave up the task due
to difficulties to recite verses of this unique ritual as they were not practiced it since their
childhood. It is extremely difficult to reconstruct this diminished cultural event, namely the
Kotahalu Yaagaya which consists of many tuneful and meaningful verses. Accordingly, like
many other cultural events, Kotahalu Yaagaya also has become history.

Keywords: - Kotahalu Yaagaya, Puberty Ritual, Sinhala Culture, Socialization, Shamans



Introduction

Rites of passage are considered of utmost importance in Sinhala culture, and
they perform many customs and rituals during these life events. Among them
reaching puberty is a very important event in a girl’s life and it has been
celebrated since the ancient past. The secondary socialization process has
been beginning at this event and therefore, the main objective of this grand
event is to internalize the future responsibilities as a woman, wife, and mother
in a girl’s mind. This outstanding celebration is referred to as Kotahalu
Mangalya and it contained many meaningful customs and practices. When a
girl attained puberty in an inauspicious time Kotahalu Yaagaya is performed
by Sinhalese shamans after the seclusion period of her. This special ritual
performs by the shamans those who belong to a special caste called ‘Rajaka’
or ‘Ridee’. In fact, the word Kotahalu was a distinguished word that had been
offered by the Sinhala king to these special shamans to honor for their

magnificent performance of this ritual.

In Sinhala culture, reaching puberty is a very important event in a girl’s life
and it has been celebrated since time immemorial. These grand celebrations
leading to the girl being taken out of doors are referred to as Kotahalu
Mangalya. Kotahalu Yaagaya is performed during the puberty of a girl. If
she has attained puberty at a non-auspicious time this ritual was performed
by shamans belonging to a special caste called ‘Rajaka’ or ‘Ridee’. The
objective of this ritual, which was performed throughout the night, was to
educate the girl on the important episodes of a woman’s life. The principal
researcher conducted a deep study on this ritual in 1990 at Pandulagama in
the Anuradhapura area. In fact, she was one of the eyewitnesses who had
watched this extinct ritual when performed over one whole night by shamans
of Nochchiyagama, in Anuradhapura. Twenty-three years after that study, the
present researchers have revisited, the same area in 2013 and 2016 to conduct

research again. Accordingly, the objectives of this research were to restudy



and understand the contemporary status of the same ritual and attempted to
resurrect it, after more than two decades after the first study.

The Research Problem

The research problem of this study was why this historically valued cultural

event had disappeared from society and the reasons for failing to resurrect it.
Objectives

i. Then, the objectives of this research was to restudy and understand the
contemporary status of the same ritual and tried to reform it, after more than
two decades after the first study in 1990.

ii. Further, it is interesting to study the reasons and factors for this kind of
cultural event becoming disappear with the passage of time.

iii. It is also important to study the reasons for this type of cultural event

becoming obscure with the passage of time.
Methodology

A purposive sampling method was carried out for the data collection.
Qualitative data was gathered by employing the interview method, including
in-depth interviews using a semi-structured interview schedule. Among
them, fifteen key informants were eyewitnesses as well as the women who
were subjected to this ritual. These informants were selected based on
judgment and purposive sampling technique. Finally, researchers compared
data that were gathered more than two decades back, and data gathered two
decades after the first study. Thus, researchers could be able to accumulate
information on the contemporary status of Kotahalu Yaagaya. Additionally,
researchers met with descendants of the Nochchiyagama lineage and

attempted to resurrect this extinct ritual too. Collected data were analyzed by



narrative analysis and it focused on using the stories and experiences shared
by people to answer the research question.

Results and Discussion
Performing of Kotahalu Yagaya

According to the respondents who provide the data, Kotahalu Yaagaya was
popular in the Anuradhapura until the decade of the 1960s. But this ritual no
longer exists, since all shamans who had been equipped with traditional

knowledge of performing Kotahalu Yaagaya are no more alive.

A girl who has reached puberty is eligible for marriage and therefore she
should have a proper understanding of sexual matters. The verses titled
‘Gabha Uppaththiya’ (getting pregnant) in the Kotahalu Yaagaya provide
the sex education needed for an attained girl. Unlike the present day, the
ancient young women did not have the opportunities of learning from books
and mass media. Therefore, the attempt made through the verses of ‘Gabha
Uppaththiya’ in the Kotahalu Yaagaya is extremely useful in imparting sex

education to young women (Jayatilleke, 2010).
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Figure 01 and 02: The special hut constructed for kotahalu yaagaya

Figure 03: The shamans performing the blessing, wearing the wendama and the hand bangles.



Figure 04: The girl stays overnight keeping her feet on the ceremonial dock

Sathosa wadana mithurani ahapan
Mama dan melesa kiyanu pada sathutu  sithin

Nidosa bilindu wadumata anganun
Nisi koi wayaseda mata kiyan diyan (1990)
Meaning:

Friend, who brings joy, please listen to the verses that | am singing merrily.

Let me know the suitable age for a young woman to give birth to a child.

Suwa satha hata upathak ethi wilasata
Kawuruth danagena ethi dan bohokota
Awurudhu dahasaya pirunoth elanduta
Kiudaru upadithi ethanin pasuwata



Meaning:

Now it is evident that once a woman reaches the age of sixteen (16), she is in

a position to give birth to children thereafter.

Thun dina athulatha rudiraya dutu thana
Kamrasa vidhimen sathahata leda ena
In dahasaya dina thula daru pala dena
Min mathuwata dharuwan noma upadina
Meaning:

It is explained clearly in the above verse how to indulge in sexual activities

in a healthy and fruitful married life.

Having sexual intercourse during the first three days of the menstrual period
would lead to diseases and from then onwards the next sixteen days (16) are
ideal for having sex to get conceived. After this period conception is

impossible.

The next verse explains further the knowledge they had about the sexual

intercourse.
Kama sapehi nirathuruwa kamathi wana
Prema ithiri dedenek ek weemena
Booma raga paha kara gaththoth dena
Keema kusehi ata naththek upadina
Meaning:

This verse indicates that lesbian activities are not encouraged.



Loba kota kavi boo  se—dan nuba
Hema than paraka se

Gaba upadinama  se

Kiyapan novaroo se

Meaning:

Be generous to recite more verses, without boasting and without getting

antagonized, please tell us how a child is conceived.

Kuhul Wenda mokatada dhagalanne
Awul sandu bas motada kiyanne
Wipul palamuweni gabhaya  landunne

Sewel wathura piri dalabuwa wanne
Meaning:

Why do you have doubts? Why do you speak in a provocative tone? The

human embryo in a womb is like a caterpillar in a pool of greasy water.

Dasa masa pirila bihiwena kala  kumarunne
Is mas dan bihi wennata siritha bolanne
Dosa wadi unu thana wenas wela  bihiwanne

Kohomada koi sitiyata dei thawa pawasanne
Meaning:

On completion of ten months, normally the head of the baby comes out first.
But due to some fault, the baby may come out in a different orientation,

please tell us more details on the childbirth.



Dasa masa pirila bihiwena kala kumarunne

Is mas dan bihi wannata siritha bolanne
Dosa wadi unu thana wenas wela bihiwanne
Kohomada koi sitiyata dei thawa pawasanne
Meaning:

On completion of ten months, normally the head of the baby comes out first.
But due to some fault, the baby may come out in a different orientation,

please tell us more details on the childbirth.
a. Diminishing of Kotahalu Yaagaya

It is also important to investigate the reasons for this type of cultural event
becoming obscure with the passage of time. Sedaraman’s (1968) explanation
in this regard is that, with the decline of the prosperity of a society, people
tend to retain only the rituals which they can afford and let the rest disappear.
According to astrology, there are some cases where the time of attainment of
a girl is inauspicious. Sederaman (1968) further states that at present the
expenditure incurred in performing the Kotahalu Yaagaya is unaffordable to
many people. Therefore, in spite of the fact that this Yaagaya helps to
eliminate the evil effects of the inauspicious time of attainment of a girl, most

villagers are unable to afford this.

The economic hardships experienced by the villagers largely contribute to
the disappearance of such important rituals as this Yaagaya. Sedaraman
(1968) provides another reason for the disappearance of Kotahalu Yaagaya,
according to which less expensive white magic has replaced it. He also
mentions that the shamans are looked down in the present society, and their
children and grandchildren do not continue the shaman tradition. Therefore,
with the demise of the remaining shamans, the Kotahalu Yaagaya

disappeared from the villages.



b. Re- studying and Resurrecting Kotahalu Yaagaya

The principal researcher saw the last ‘Kotahalu Yoagaya’ which had
performed on 19™ March 1990 at Pandulagama of North Central Province in
Sri Lanka. It should be described how the principal researcher observes this
ritual and her contribution in this regard. Under the patronage of the Sri
Lanka Rupavahini corporation of Sri Lanka, this Yaagaya had performed by
the shamans of Nochchiyagama, Hiriyalegama in Anuradhapura District.
Rupavahini Corporation was televised this ritual throughout the whole night,
and it was telecasted on 25" May 1990 under the program of ‘Our Heritage’
Being a young researcher while she has been conducting a study on this ritual,
she was invited to be the presenter of this TV program by the producer of
‘Our Heritage’ late Mr. Sisira Suraweera. Accordingly, she had become an
eyewitness of this great ritual performed by the shamans of Hiriyalegama

lenage.

Twenty - three years after the first performance she decided to conduct a re-
study with the rest of the researchers on ‘Kotahalu Yaagaya’ and all went to
Hiriyalegama in the years 2013 and 2016. Then we came to know that all the
shamans who participated in this ritual were dead by now. But researchers
met one young person called Manju who performs Jahuta Nadagama and he
is a son of the late Appuwa Kotahalu. Appuwa Kotahalu was one of the
shamans who participated in the Kotahalu Yaagaya which was performed in
the Pandulagama on 19th March 1990.

Further, we came to know that all the children of those shamans were
engaged in various forms of economic activities instead of their traditional
activities. But Manju was a different young person who would like to learn
about their traditions and rituals. He said that if he is able to see the steps of

dancing of the Kotahalu Yaagaya he likes to perform it again.

10



Accordingly, with many difficulties, we could be able to get the telecasted
program from the Rupawahini Corporation and we handed it over to Manju

for learning the steps of dancing. He has undertaken the task amidst
hardships.

A

Figure 05: Manju was watching the “Kotahalu Yaagaya” Program on the 5" of October 2016

Figure 06: Manju with “Kotahalu Yaagaya” DVD

11



Figure 07: Manju’s Mother was watching “Kotahalu Yaagaya”

Conclusion

Sedaraman (1968) explained the many reasons for fading this ritual in the
present society. Among them, one is that since the shamans are looking down
and their successors are reluctant to continue the tradition like their ancestors.
In fact, his explanation was proved by the experiences of researchers’
regarding the attempt of resurrecting this ritual. Young descendants of
shamans in the Nchchiyagama lineage tried to learn and perform it. But they
completely failed and gave up the task due to difficulties to recite verses of
this unique ritual as they were not practiced it since their childhood. It is
extremely difficult to resurrect this diminished cultural event, namely the
Kotahalu Yaagaya which consists of many tuneful and meaningful verses.
Accordingly, like many other cultural events, Kotahalu Yaagaya also has
become history.

It is highly unlikely to resurrect this long-lost cultural event, namely the
Kotahalu Yaagaya which contained so many melodies and meaningful
Sinhala verses. Therefore, like many other cultural events, Kotahalu Yaagaya
has also faded into history.

12



References
Sedaraman, J.E. (1968). Gami Mangalya. Gami Geeya, 1, 27-30.

Jayatilleke, Y. D. (2010). Kotahalu Yagaya: The Ritual Pertaining to Sinhalese
Puberty Rites in Sri Lanka, SAARC Culture: Ritual Ethics and Societal Stability in
the SAARC Region, 1, 168-188.

13



CO® 8538eDemnd @0 ®dsed 18 QeSOG

(@8O o3 @dgcec BE @0 ¢d8xd Bed8md)

8. ©9. O3, gedemesns!, O, 83.08. cf?
lesw90 23mobotics, e BEOBesIEs.
259298 2SDbw, DIEBS Bl0BesEEs.

snmsakeef@gmail.com

esoaveddecs

COr®w @9 wunsens DO elwed @O Jif BOE» e0bn OGS, cT;@ws
DE@20ews HO®, wolmserns HEO 0@z @ wrlHedeman HE@ co¢ews misescs
905 @0. 0@ wBedeme HEOO 2O @1y ¢oo @R @dved ¢IwmNds eme
¢? Wl e@® sbedseed i 0105, gi» sbedeew ¢ogen o cor@wvsy
EEdc e Hedc¢men HE® ecwr 0dd dved (iwomadn HemIoiBeE. o® e¢ws
o908 0@ 300SemB Oy R i) G O VO totdwam ¢ogco’
Be 008 e onitiws ¢oo sbedsen m@edcn oce @I @n cbodsen 9@edgds
@O ebon Sdecee D@ @wIc) @125, ODS® wotdmaSm 08¢’ He @2
@80 ¢regeory 00 8Q0m §Em emideldmn 89 Bbzw, ot Ho10, exlnbomas
99 £0¢ B2 @IIDRO Sod8»O 0;@wsY e3lBed¢men @Oy P e EEDC
0®F & Sdedeean Su. ¢ Sdedeems ecpr 30w deCeer HOs 0wigr 912)E.
¢l Jadedeernd omd co;@wusy wrlfSedeman HE® o 0D @drsec ¢iwmOn
2080 @0, @Ds® otdmaSm @Og¢cc OF>Y Golweeny w0y R c0r@wx 8Ea¢
©2IORT; BB wCHI 0D RIS wIblmE ol miews Sek.

86 &¢. 000, rsene, wBed¢man, 0O @1y, OO toedwidm ¢oce

14


mailto:snmsakeef@gmail.com

>R300

a8 @0sied SDU® 01 FBudm® 1 ¢Bn BO0HE il BERC
asiobon O53es’ o BEB. "col® womcEHs afm, Dm®im,
@NODS BORBD BN & OB® BowEseE 0@ ® BwidEweS. ¢J®n
B0 050 @odmSn dners’ HulaNe @8 © adubaSie
OBEPsmeseons’ @B @d.” (Crbsis, 2019)

QFeSBE) 9oGE aRcemIBcd D, ¢O1® WOVS ke 00 »H® Owé ST ®w
OCE »EB3O8. "DIBBBIEBBIO @D OB G SEOD euge®ds ytd
B0®B0DBens ¢G1® &g DrtdnBesit®n @HBE, @0 wy ©®®1

@l emes 0. (Barber, 1998, p.656)

B8O 3:tdaB® goGE 8 Eed cO® BotIeens WO ZLI®
OGS, @8 GgrsmmE B85 & Cored g cidesr eIy eIdzS@o
BBO® o0 wodPvencs BBO, sbeduwern HcB0O, I EO® o DS
030008 wedBens BBO, o Bedned D ©dnE .dbBG
B8O Bewdy) cRE. §B ® wotdmaBn Sewiens ©iem ®Oevs gl
e300 BB oY eq EO® PG B LBVHDEBE CO® E302BeH DIGD
O@ »OB3 98 O CDBen’ gmn Yein ednm ¢ dBcd Bed. &J and
2020 & 80 o8 30 B gGIBEBIBOD eI 262 ST® e3002SB B3
0 Bed.” (9x® eoedmaBm ac®cee, 2022)

B0008m @8 ® wotdwaB ©8de ¢ e O cH®rE BoCreens
BBe®x3 amR0® ©g 808D weuens BE® ©e®I ad@s I
2006 DS BRBedD DIBBEernd. HIBBERE B3T) @IS LEBOD
20as ePDERE ®dwicmns WOT CA® ©edB68. "emidndr BU®rens
BB®O, mg@mmdens S800, d® emdnd; »Bm B @y dBemz
2O® NOBICT DOH(BO e3¢0 IO OB BIBBEHD 3BIBEDED DHILDBEHES

»® ©9.” (Sarokim, 2009, p.28)

CO@ess BERAC 550 ¢ BB® ACHHIO® 0®53 ® .088m ¢o1®ws’
BEAC BOICE @000 B53m08 @md0 enm@® e mOsies’ 853Sedss
BB, ;yp»ed & ce¢e D @B ©x1¢) OF. DO @B &0 DR FSGE
37 @aDEHE C GBS se® § HEus pe ewg D6d E8mes owd
23mEE B8mws apwidens’ e@ens Semm wi (€ edd 89, o,

15



s ol govms wedwvim (digital) wlmmasd egdhbas. "eda 890
ay adesg wewe P (HTML, XHTML) ©i8news’ By ©@mco3id®
ceetd ¢ am8s’ omd enen 1B DRe!s’ BoE eBes ®IDDOBSS
Bued» eCamES. gems’ DR oddusd 8 @.vns’ e BeRG
0TDers’ e 8o npE asbon e v @.” (®1d, 2016)

‘008 addum asiplvnws i drnenss Header, Navigation Bar, Content,
Footer (89 &8dé&c, @i 89D, aslobnme, ©icma) eEes @0 e
oS «.” (Lofgren, 2020)

89 8d8w (Header)

89ed asimboms Bemd DOsmS. 1@ 00 gdumd ® Bedm g
BedBre HenmNd ¢mds e®® Der®ins @GBS Ce®nd edd aldue BE
2(8e18@0 3 OO0 des SHP® Eed. e gldonm 89
BOss ne e53bon o @ g 20 amd BIE BIBDOE (00852
(L0go) ewd ammysmde, g 0@ Navigation Bar, 89 @i Page

Title, ewg® @08c: Search” yoewd® ex»d 808® (Log in, Log out),

s8Be® w8 wa€s (User Profile link), ¢xy®2® (Notification) e¢oge .
@D By (Navigation Bar)

s8BEmewmO s Boed e318318® gomne Dx53es’ 5H® 8RE™w@I @50
BOHS 00 gdews’ @i B . ¥y eI 8T eI @D
g 80 00 atbewrs’ 808w® 02 8Jed @eni@m®IDEO BE8.
BoE® oD 0B «BRewE8s0 SEdeO adasn esinbomed
GABOEE ERI @cB. ©oIED BO® 00 added eHES © a. teDICD
B® @oxsms C@OES 630D «.

e0d gximbomas (Content)

e0R gPbome 6y 08 addum YWIRD OB, BOB ©»F cass
238 emnEd. aslmbomns HU@1ent@n 2.ndEs Gim . eondencss
ecs oug 01g®, Bond, w.dS38n sadd), ¢cofm, § etddl, GOB ww» cass
@®Z) 5NEB 0. detd ® ef® Wiy BEWI EDR BBTODmG Yuedm SO

16



DO O gm0 VOBLS O ewd® wEwo DD OB E BCDEO §HLIC
S08. 002 oldn ©limd ©OBerm @0 ) amimbon
DEDNDCEHB D8ORS 0. edR gBIBTOHG WEOIDCens BE® e3¢Ho
egeniied adarmDEY &NED ATIHCODEB e3BIDG BE G .

e (Footer)

e0R ¢DBw® B 1Y) 1@ 89D ©® ¥y THTODEO swEs’ 883
gelaunl. eCamu® Bug ® 89 1o ¢3mO Eredm t0idJd 81RH® Govws.
@0 89 viem asinboms 0@iend 80 msesin emdnd G 0cd. e®8
©0R addwn ©BCHI IR BOH® 0T, DR added wimed e,
10300 083 3 BBHB, ¢cog D, IFIBD BE B PITB FIRES
@D. ©w®H0 e 89 ©igmdE0 00 ¢ddn BE ad 0O 89 0dn waé,

500G waBe ewd RSS wafws ames .

008 sYedueams OB adsomn O Y GOED 01®G BHBEDCHE
B8O cecen 00 &ved HuenSoe emedd? ofmB. co®as
BDBNeDEHE cec DISeHRD Drewns’ edd) ived & Bt
HEORO sbedueaned g ¢cGen .

DHBIBO ©EI®

eI LB ®s Bedcewnn § @il OrSgns’ 8853 gOEm »e
BB @ "@s © eedrn 0" @ BuwEHe WESDB DS .
B BeDEBI €3 QoD ¢0 DU BOITOBND @®INDOI@ST W18
O8B. 982 @ved @lvm glidm®mde BRBedemwied wIledrn
QPWBEI OB e®I DO 8l @M @i SO0 wifd REHT) Cred.
B30 ©®®» WeERS BO® Hhiew BHRBEDCD ¢ eOeHDS WHB
eCImed EH@s e®ewwude®s’ Bedx VD HEZNOD DS ©. o® Hen
OO D) @B @®ewdJ HI AERLI® G eRIDEO ©ds De. w7®
®se® ©® Bhoe 8Beied o853 ¢ o8 ©. & §noom8sn
OB ¢ BOewrS ORI 08 ICEBHE @se® © OB®
REHBRES DO 3D,

17



sbedses D®ede¢s

008 oledwers ®CHI ©WIL ©F ECATED QMmIBOD sedsen
DOeDE8. Qent®n slodven PODLn wder asimbon ddeCEsens
8Bewom Ced. ©On® wothmiBm gifce BE 02 glds Om

www.ccf.gov.lk @B» »36 m0oB8s 008 89o» asiobon §m» 0

©= Header, Navigation Bar, Content, Footer 2090 Sed8m0
esbon SdeCeamn 8 el ¢ty DdecCuens BCe® & &da.
SReCeen OB @@L O15)<H.

sbedsen 81

@08 @BBBIO GLIEd ®BOB MIBB D Go® ®BN VY ¢ @®®
sbedsemed & 2ldsems D05 ERISless 89 Bd&o, wdicm R0,
BBIDTOBIS 838 L0EIDEB B2 @VBOE ST BBWHEDEHEO ¢ DEID
es3nbon 88D ©O&H.

o80c ® DO

Header 8g 8d8«s 8¢ eslnbon Bdecwencs

asmmed dma (Logo) v
89 @m0 (Page title) v
e©)® a03s (Search)
goens 5® e»’ dcens (Login Logout) X
o8Rcm B wa@s (User Profile link) X
¢)®&® (Notification) X
oo esd® ong»® (Multi-language toggle) v

OO wotdwaB @cgcecs B 0dd gdded 8Y &bwws me @icmBm
o3, 89 ©ad eed® @0Sn 01 sy en® ©s»em® asbon
D ar. @B REmE OB5 RO ammBHND DEIOD DI &S
Bz 0wh® «ngn® 0635 00d @dd asivboms i pems ©

18


http://www.ccf.gov.lk/

2OBES DE DB @. Dews’ B858e® v 8085e® e @5 © ¢H®
20 e 008 ammlonnas e e, Besivngs dben »wIdneSs’
89 Rbmsw wmtemd a8 20 eves’. ded®s ® 0 8hed8 aecde

5@ DRE/OLBO/p ¢uIded wwEncen v <88 (Increase, Reset

font size, decrease size) eces SE@ien »C arD.

e.DEm B - Navigation bar

0@ BERAC o8R0 853Bedemn B8O wewr ¢das Bug ® ©a€OESS
605380 8.

e §G 890

¢ v O

o 5B c0®ss3

¢ EDIPIOIC

o KB @07 @B
o Bewsod

o 08

*  IED

o 2OBB®

@ wNEOES wOsBn 0. c0® 8ac w3Bedemo BEE® wewo
Deordvens’ OO etdmiSm adgce @853 woduens OB ERD @
200D eDHE® wR€w BC@1ews 0 5O Seds 0d. O8 & Sedvewns’
Bo0BBEHB WO B¢ CTH® 8PS mInm € REO Fes o BI®
BeBde3ns. Eomsd 8 @B O @ 1 ©BPITL ¥ B8EaC
2NCL ¢ 0@ ©d.

ce BNCes oG® @mcilys, 8836, CQCE, e@emcInE, BN en®ES,
OB=», VCE, WOCE, BS@nhdws, c®ecdhs, 80v0E, a®wsid, ®imd,
@ERIBIBITD, MICE, ONHDJ, IHE, PRIBIDYD, eIED, PDERHD,
O¥eneg0es, O® €3088000e33, 3@DEHDT, aesnD, O(EHIOE, BNOG BB BB
BuE® co® & ames »d Bed.

19



Bedvens’ c0® BER wuiBedcmn BB® tepr @O wotdmaBm ¢dgee
OB 310w B DO CAD ©, B, OB B3Ewo, as 58I, BHESIE
e, @odedol, 88/DBB/, Dl v o B 008 amesnd 83
Sedeions.

assobons (Content)

COO@BTO aced 00 8hed atmbons 88ac ddeCeers S8e® &,

o 8 Q 9 g g
A AE L EAE SRR LR E IR N
85)0yJ v Fb v X X v X
88w v X v X X v X
@ce v Fb v v X v X
©®1erIOE v X v v X v X
B e200EE v X v v X v X
©®es» v X v v X v X
e v X v v X v X
DIOCE v X v v X v X
Bedes®000®w v X v X X v X
cRec&Ho v X v X X v X
88oc v X v v X v X
3®es00 v X v v X v X
®J v X v v X v X
©NEERIFTIHDHID v Fb v v X v X
®ICE v X v v X v X
OISEoNale] v Fb v v X v X

20



B3082YE3 v X v v X v X
PRITHYD v Fb v v X v X
eOE® v X v v X v X
DEYD v X v v X v X
ol ratsleles v X v v X v X
O®e30e308983¢3 v X v v X v X
=0EmOS v X v X v v X
059D v X v v X v X
RO1EOC v X v X X v X
OC w6 v X v X v X

R 8Jed axmboms ©PTVewns’ Sdeceers BEe® B weumnn
DRews’ OB® ol acfcc @85 w.ovens BOH ERIB cO®
B0 260 e OB HESIO0 gugd DR 890 @ensiem
a53obonaBs) wesTn 9D SdeCrems e MBS ©. Be®s © =0® o
BOITO NBC ©@NORTT T D B&S vnes wdn BE®
2PITVews’ DdeCeems SBBe® & amcidyds, CACE, ©HmnddJ,
EBIERIBIHTD, PRITIDYD @ cO® B BEAT e Ynen e
(Facebook) @edeed 9180 emind; @88es 20 aD. B@unws Drnens’
Bag cO®@ »ERIBBTIO g P00 00 aldn ne asmbon »J &
R0 BdeCuens 0. woduenc B8O wORBW 0 BBHedCHE
88ac SeBe® & co® B gmbs’ 888n, Bedes®®»ici®n, c®ecdha,
sQOEHOS, QO(EOE B NOG o 0@ B BEAT 0B enc
BBO® ©@RB 000 es3mbom 0 @l 2D SdeCuvenn ©d.
2eEmes Dnens’ Bug co® SGimdEO gedr @ wewr @be 88:®
@] ®B® emond; BERAT 00 addds nE BBIBedema g »J @R
R0 ddeCueenc 008. de®s ® e0d added 8ug cd® Bl BB
@CRCT DO WOHBOO H® ®wEe & . dews BB cO@
B35 Bosens B8O BB 00T ews & ¥ PRSI YIRS
B8 em0nd asimbom S @n@1D.

21



eogzes (Footer)

0> B8O @mIcT|
00 a8 wimied E8ma
@038 § e

@duys 89 9 € 6O

LD BEHTY D Gy @108 wOEHE e®8 ares O avd cO1®wns’
BoOSBens 0 BOISY cey € wigwed aivbon S S5I®
SReoCeens 0. Je®s ©® ®LUB® wotiwet gogeE ¥ wdRBW OO
00530 & OBS coEwWs BER wriBedemen S88@0 Twitter, Youtube wz
3@ @8BS e WO B D DdeCuencs @d.

Bo®2

CO@BsS w3 Bedemn BEE W O @B 0 DR BBEed GIDOG
@200 D Bo®ms me H(B ©. O8O otdmiBm #0gcecsd B R
283s OB OO IDHBE DO oW ews D O1®GsS BERAC ©@mSHTT
0 ol Bene Bewdy ERD @ds 8EAC B5ymdd em0Rd CRIE®
we®I 08 odfed oTmHiome @D ©dieem ©m CRS.
82000230, Bedes®p00@e, ¢ReCHWB, EDEHRDT, BN, BNOG BB
BB CO® ®ERIBEE BodISBens OB ERAD GIce BERAT ©mcTt
253obon 8 0@, cO1®0s 88 v3Bedemn SER0 DR 890 ne
e, w®dl, PO @ o8I, DG o, ewisdl, B8/558 Dilbimn
e 0 Bedm gm0 O6 BBBeDCENDOD Drews’ D1ces 0. »HESS
2B eCs e®® B 01@6s edn Yedar SO ey @be B8wx®
BBReDHE 0 @NRIO BOEOGES et Bo®me »g H(S 6. Yo®n3
® 83002381 F0¢®n53 RE YOG © 3EeRBs ewd BEbs? B8R
@m0 @3B Om 8 N, ©eEHGE Drews’ ¢J® BBedms
cecm o0 addo me Twitter, Youtube oz @@ @ne ¢ @@ 0oz
Bed.

22



BBeda

OO wotdmeB @dfeE OB w.oPrens WOH ERIB® CO@BE emo
82000230, Bedea®a0®cs, CROCERD, BEOERDT, IR IOC, DOG COD
BB CO@ DRI WelISBent WO GB¢ dn BERAC emCnd guimbon
DE G B. @ B B Yodnr DO BBedems wom @Be 85:®
@] @O IO BRES DE G B. LBo0BB DS PRSI IS sS

BEAC om0 ames »e g ©d.
BSa.

e®® obedwens e BBO® wew ©Bevisedan EAEE ©08¢
QNEDBOEE R ¢ SHBBBeDC B Go@ed o@D  ad
20083 ®eBDEBOS, @VB® otdmiBm @0gceE BB EHAE GO
2 ©eBEHEOS Sns yldw 00§,

&8 @530 9®OEw

@0, 9. (2016). @98 edSwz wz. Retrieved from https://sanomart.lk

Qedbm, 8. (2005). &01 Fess CO1@ FIzal 3oEE 99 DEOHIDI . BOTIS
©055 GDIRDOES.

OO wotdweBm™ ad@ee, 2022. Retrieved from https://ccf.gov.1k

GodbesrSes,  @08.(2019). & (o2ed octma SHewmiew cox c0i@ Hedl
&Ce@mOens »1 me@enmoenc. Retrieved from https://sinhala.archaeology.lk

Barber,K. (1998). The Canadian oxford dictionary. Oxford university press.
Sarokim,M. (2009). What is Technology.University of chikago press.

Lofgren,L.(2020). The key Elements of a high quality website. Retrieved from
www.quicksprout.com

23


https://sanomart.lk/
https://ccf.gov.lk/
https://sinhala.archaeology.lk/

CIED 510 yEemg eCADOE &8 D1eDO e
D@ O 80 €9y grdSey 8800 B8R arcmm 5823
eo0D) B¢ YIBBBBS
8. ©8. 8. Teoznw®

5008E10 ¥ GO1® DEOIDIEH FLBBNAB, GBSO BEDSEBIEES.

disanayakavishaka@gmail.com

sl

S ®00e@s o we ¢Bmed BOHO § Gowd epd 9w ecnepitsy @@x8 @Redd) &
0820w es@cn 018 SO, Bwded 20005 D81 @iO TO wm DO oGy ¢
00 e geleme eGR» @EID 92 Dicon. FFer DO ¢rp®@ eoomeens HOS ce¢e
$0529 D€ GHDrPDO @I @GFRDMWGE. 088582 e0lde> @ D D evEIwD eGRDDGIE
vy S50 Sw. & @0 @I, (0200, GO0r®cs, DIBEIIDGE O wl® wEi8w JOOE
@® ¢y I BE GO @5 fJod e w »E s P& eGPy wibuwed ¢ e
emagw wgdiexy gaemics DI BE e O@» BSe® 0@ @po; WO DE ¢S
Ct)® ©3@90w edemie 0@ er@d oo Se® DD ot 8 ¢S PO D@z
D20 8O ¢rfics S, e@vend 00 deed e 8 e geemie oGP 8ERCO S0 De
BE ¢OoRidns @208Bm@ 36500023,

Ga» ¢, gedeme, @GR DGO, DG, @RI, E0DSEHD

24


disanayakavishaka@gmail.com

@350

edemg 00 Gde® ®ibnn wewr CGRI ©F) A OB BE EMIVGE. oY)
20 @ ¢S B»E enRed 98 O vyed 9dgd @i eI0 EIEn
09O oG @m0 D3 eI Cw H»EeD® R e SBuws O B3es’
207 CeR. & 80853 @8 emigs 8 emign OO e ememHnd
88 0186, g emign BEATD Bums’ DB acwed vg OB 8 13®oc
@R ewmised el v LIPDO abidmm Buamed B8O "enEe® G
83 »C o’ B8medS. e () - B ¢(Be®8 o s o8 88 (u8®s3-
comy - VG 234) gtdemig 00 ECEAD WEID DDICLBNDOE R DE
RO @Bt 0T @B 886 HBn. e@ets DB (B edewe
@51 eGEAD ®EIeD T BIEE ¥ cemms ¢dn wr wienms B3 ez
@3y WOHES @m0 apBE e ©eed € & oD goen WU®ITIHE
BB @¢ PO® Eoed NED® 0Dm § eCAD s et A8,

e®® glvomed gigen & auten’ ©0H ghemg eCADOR ot
DOBDO® BB Gedemig oG dPsr 8O0 DBL gD
O B B30 ns’ @R ¢ BB Oren B8ERATCD DB ewig BEOE.
00 yoPmnesl dommded $mwEs dEdme B8O0 emO® CIEBOG:S
830330 @BSe B3B3 Bo®me [EOE.

e®® gBBHE weHI (B did BBe® E D88 Grig O uBms W
OO 3B HEG @eeds’ ERI BN B¢ @NCRT| @®B3® Brc300:es
2028 il 00 OR6.

o85c ® DO

B Coed oGam »Oum B8RO 8. 4. 6 O Bwded 80 ® DoamNdE
@0 ees O Bed. Sk Iy o@ J¥o ¢, B RO ¢ B8 wid
DO & 0 Db 0O BBwrs 9Y OB wens’ 008, §. &. 4 O» Bwdedd
SeBL®IVE DO B NG 0 @m0 B8 PO&IG Bw. . & 3 O» Bwdees
CBB6 O 8i 537500 s B8wrs widw. (GO, 2006, 8. 49)

@ED108uBen oY 8¢ B88wsied Bw®w 82 enE Wedm ¢ 053 O
eCa® Bw mB3esnsd WS Bg PO ¢ weHs’ ed8. §BT wens’ we E8 n®m
s Bgeds usdm BERACY ey’ @x1ed. @300 “eGERl” kB VOB

25



e ©eHsd 0d. Yons’ KRiESVdHG 1 5o @dd B8RACD t3aKkd®
®»Dored 8w’ @d. (GO, 2006, 8. 50)

& 250 gm0 Do 8D WG OB OB O TN BE RO B8 oxmecy
B Jlemer wOGD o@is RS OB @ O WE DV eves’.
Yenlds’ O B8 ydemig enl gdemig OB emg Dbnw:s @ JOmn e
PO S eBEa.

8. g 3 O Bodetd OBH0OHEEE IO @GAD BRI DS g G
eRe DD Bu. §EO 0dBNitdn @i s8eren eEa® wiBmras 88RO
DOeR @0D0ws Des’ 88¢ B8nxs’ 8853 wog® WO® G eveg a9
88RO 0B emCnTOES.

®0onbc 8. 8. 8. gyonsig ¢dom 682 cBecdhs G1sHhS ©@ewrd ewds 13
O 8Bwdend Bum ¢ g0 EHLD THE s »HO BHD CEed.

(Redec, Archaeology.lk)

¢ HCROFHOG (emed BB @IINnIcE)
o 550 D (esciecd &0 SexiBe yedmmIEs)
o 603N »H® Bms Iwd 1 Wi (RS )OS Foon

@IS ¢JeSD2DIECS)

o 003U S BOum (51888 5DJ B Gedm®IEs)

gedemg eSOE ¢ D1eow®

DC egs O EPe® 000 amd; ®EW nE ©ydn e
BodBwrS 08 gm0 96 BE ©otdimiBmen Drens’ D1¢otmes ¢ (B350
COR. 9016 B@IBB BE IO, toedmaBe, ¢tlma, mudeens, EID
0 D987 BB B WOrey » OO Ge 8®YWS Gedewmg e EE®
e aBOmD 508G, gued §ns’ Ons’ S8 dud cvwed v
Bedetd B o ¢ avwc AHE® © s @S0 ©sem® 00
BR wg 020 ©0 § @en ¥ g H® wdNICWS e yEewmIg EIBOR
as3imbon 8 e, o0dh Qoed 80 § Eomed JOmn wI® gedemg ©wss
e880c g@iemas done 8 evildsie. Yo ed®n-BedBu gedmmIE,
@0, ECABNDIC @OB® EoIed ©RICW BUHIDOE ¢ GedemIg
BRE 5®renies D1e3000 @5 DO e@dsd 8O

26



3e3eg @BIBOE @83E0 0 9BIed @I ®I eI B HS.
edemE @IBOE aBboD Sucn wednw 8EACD B0 we @wSa.
BonE 08 @5 @500 tetdmam $181edS3 ¢, @RV Bama, JEd VT,
@RIED 3oedaBe B3 YL &BBBG SISO &ns edemg @i BB
D0 Bed. 8BonE ©iwy ©i8ms 88Rcd Chxn & Hedm e g@iens ¢
adme.

gedewmig estORsE engedm ibedc eedes e B8RO Y
Dd@cdmmn. ROBC eedcsn Dewsid ©egss o e®0x gdldnm ged
0@l ewng Iem® ghemg e gnd © o Oy g
elodimmde, 8880 @amma, 080 @M, &8 edcewnn, DOe@IIoT
e®d ed¢ 0w B85 BBBES. B8@HC eed s YTV »H® wJ griend ¢Bne®
Twed @ OED. N Beod »1 BBy O3 AEe®BE wue @Brs B3
aes 0 edin BDiders, asE-cBcd OGO, eBdnm, @odm® 1EO,
RBCO B> O DB enen emN0Ro; IME YOI elemg
CCA®OC 8w’ @d. (RHED, 2006, 8. 183) ebsB8kd BTV B
@, R BEo tdy e’ ¢ & gmd od.

etemig @0 ee9sclnui®n 0 DEISOD Gnens’ /BB, ©s
apuced et By »o T wOHss, ¢l O8mw, el O8me, Sowmy,
Bess, G Bw»®, 5088w SO wfé BB GoDEO gwrs D2 amS o
880 o ©®ycis el eerlonm ©dYG®G aMd o Bed. ¢d, ecky,
e, BEes B a@cdsdEs’ Steiens we owis »ODE @S
@Ro20 S 800, »O6® 0, BERDE oW, FeT & wmniewns’
S @R 30 Bed. DB BOHSD ©2ND &8, NG I EEASBBDCEHB
381 @ERoIC 0 Bed. edemig eSO &S D1com® e®® mdien @B’
©230 mHYYo @d.

gedemg eCaA® i 20 ©B® sewI S8R grumm OBS eom &8
8wds

O320® BERT »Pedids el ¢Deaidn:s 8 80 e¥neds’ ediens
D3» Bum ef g a8s8 BEB @0 9B arw. ©s9d1hD D3RS s’
BBOme, eng cdem®, od®c wosl 0O, der OB ediend of 8Eac
BRE ¢1B)® ©w®®dwrs dos Gedewg esISORO Gt artens’ ¢ O® @den®

27



. DEm@Imed B8 88 eBnss ® © 15D Frmdm® Hes e®® DS
eCGa» Bne Je® BUEmwO yes T [ed.

OB Fdn® od SO0 Dnawml CHPOES gedewmg ©ws
00 S OB 3T BB I8 BB T cons’ B3 0 L30@ezs
@05 Bend B85 odh adlded 80 ® e k@ ¢ Bed. Fomds
@O 88 goed @) gedemg GBI S OO ©EwI WE DVT, GRoedsBIB
Bomdm® 88acd ooz 80 wensd 8§ Bedm 20 owmigd KiSm
@IIIced g ®niDdnciBewns’ Sodenns . & wewr BB &8 ¢
B3 S DO Des.

D0 gusmend uBIcEES eocn o® Dm o8 Gidewig el d@E
@6 B Comed em9mI®I0 eSHICDE, B0id, eIBE, BECE OB
PIODHDOCS BICHED MBSO BB O, S8z emied HiB®
@0  gedmmced 50000 gdn o®iewme ¢ eddieddn
B@0Besced 30000 adn g@ienass ¢ O3de 0 Bed. 8 Dae e
D ECAD YeES IO BEE OO eEs 0¥l VYT ICens’ DedBe
JODED @v® et BeR). DI EWIPEIGICS, PIIEE GEDDIEES, @3TTH
o ¢80 Bevumm IS, CisSG i wem®ed gemIEHS,
emBRT®®G, SEICE, JO@n6 OB ©we®HC JOOE gEmEOES e
Y®renwrs Gedemg enrs Bed.

@B odBu o BedBu gEm®ICOE Bedm ydewig ey 8RO
cons’ BBsecems © gudemg @i NOEES IRt oriey. &
amc B ¢ eelden §oB, . &. 830, 8. 8. 8. ¢((dHhoe, o). 8. @wi®gies
B3 cons’ T85 ©dsidn @OE e Do Sw. dewrs Ggedewmog
e 88Atd 03 ewig DEmdans ¢, ewienl O ¢, Beadwm BGime ®10
@O eIond; B8O eweds V3ed @Dms e@wI§ S D). Eored
Bednm yghdemig o0 88D e BOAE § oCdm@ ©wi®ces
@vmed eCamwed. (e, 2006, 8. 255)

e® gHemig e »@DEDE mICHTers 1 T w.deenc Sgac
8ensd  exned. 20 Buded aod wived T guewmig ©siSOc
sbedsensi®n O gdlimn @i Ba. 8s®nd Gglemig ewrs v Jred
es3nbon Sens’ 88t “mmdd ¢® @Dediw:s ¢ B0 dw ey
B, Yo Pewmig 0O g & HRedwm ¢® wd®mics 8acd

28



20O BE ¢DeINGE 05 B5yDO BB @500 O FLOORSS
AYDHS@O ¢ . OB 1931 B8 ©es 17 o &. D). evebcied @wieszd
250 »URD BOIE aredt)zcDcwr B85 edemg e ad e G8
20TVews’ OBt eBe® rlem0 DOR® wddm 8 o® add
DRE®WS ODE GEtewig ©wNs BedmBent emel @wI®f a1 D eBess.

gedemig e Be® g ACED® ecens’ s Dxies’ &Fen ®o
LRsic. eI @owidm bubm 8. gBdemig @ioEr O
D Re®8 @ ACH® 0B B85 OB 0 © @dINOH0 e®s3
g0 Bxne BBe® HRACH® wilmwae Brtes’ ¢ 8Fein. gelemig @BIOE
aos 88acd g amdeallds e JOr e 08e®s ¢ Smae ed&.
an®Os ece ©8ndens BE® HBen &SEw@, ¢¥is, enc, 980 dUenmdm
000, 80, el T, DO e»l 80 VBS ¢ B 8. Eén ewus’
Bed» @00 gdewmig osns ¢mdas i@ 9Dn ¢8e®s 088 &
B53E BCE I eIBE OB GIHDOE e s sEsed edsBO0s’
OB, ge®Bw¢, ©wIdd; Dot B oy OBx ewis Dmne
RO ewd B arm. Secduens’ ® 553 eIGEDO(OSS 0 (O DIeHL)
OO B RO Brxnaws Bcedl. Bedamns’ B85 geemag
@51 eODEOS ©OHO BOelBwns’ B85 0w 0w eI E emde
2SO0 BBHO »o g SO Ben e e Y@Iwms:S ¢88 O

.

es9coORD gdewmg ewns Ons ald8o®s 885 emecEm »8e®s’
g0 818w ©3ed8. ©@»WoBO D1 e »C @ EBDPOCEO BEws
253500, 823 g pOB® 0] Lrertde®s3 Brne B HBn. Det® e’
D1 @udn0 (8088, BB oRtwdens, B8BORO® wo g5
gebnme B8O 658 Bwicn@dBSS ¢ gtdeme s Sxna d® &g .
OO BlOE BB © B EEAD CBeE GLEDIE, EDIPDIVIC E@NJ
©clmed®sin OB @eHHEO CRAIOTROD @0 ROOS BB wy OO
003 @i B8 eCam wodvens B8 8D c1n®= 9853 wrp @20d@ss
® Ben® BedOO gowgy O30 § ¢, adcs Oumn § ¢ ewns dHed
8801053 885 9DmBEers 88w 885 »Om» Bxnans’ . i §
et} 5310 sbvdens B8e®s3 ¢ HIBHEOO HEH® 8.

29



e®et B35 Fuiow® @B 8D BT B50em8 HImHOES gedewmoe
@203 e2BB WEHD BeCrSeens BEE wewr OB WS For@ilbon BBswzs
® Bed. sgfeds’® od®n Sod®n @IsmmOE » loE Biow geemig
e 8Rc wdFsmon om0 eCamonm BB, ©dwdens S,
0@1DE¢ B8O e §BD BGHen WIBEEs DE G

538 s ne 005 © dUn@ims O 8O ¢ e® wewr BB FIEHB
ORwsS & yedemg ©wus wodaen D11 @5 © Lmpnded eEEs
DB emIens DEDHDBESS B85 8O, OO $imD) D ISEH
2OIBTVEBS @0 B Fo@iBo e@imdie k3 SOTOMEO C BE G
DI EHBEE.

eddiecdic BEOBesIeBs Htdemig e tedsencs

gEtemIg @B RE BTHCODD OB O 1H® ©B®®Ide O 0O
0 BBe® i &Rss eddiecddn BdDBcICE @8BS 98 1S @®J0 e@cds
BREH® gdemig 0w D el SCe® D18Eedes d®®»
D0 Bed. egd “i5m em9idnd s 0B e®® dROBsIced
gedemg s O @0 520020 &es3mIE. ©Deees, CuthidBEws, Bggd
OFvw, 8538¢ v Smwme e edBu eDem®, Qum Bewd, SIBDD
o 0B, I e203E ®» e DO end e Pedy ©ewz0d
Qe Bugm gdemg 2500002 s@en e®® s OO ewmie.

939078505 01 @0rec-dhw S@OS¢siced Geomae o dwpd

30



OO g@mM0D e B BE OTDHE ©wHNDS ¢ gioer B8O
BRODemEe wrd 0B eddiecdhce  IR0IcsIced  DEORACH
83830058 @l P®erddds’ Pvmied B® ende O e®® edemag
@50 Boleen Bwdel i ¢vw O »O R 8¢ wiy ERBes’
geEdmmIced Seods e@dd BEWS OB, O8. ednS et @wvmacs.

o3, 8. etl®gits e®endd

e3e3eIE @S O WO edsens B8e® B Bwdd evm aysiern’ 8Oy
83E3IEIBS ©3i®cis @vrNG. e®® DnisIRn iR grtersd edewnd
B0r0e300 e p® BB B8O e e ©0h gtemg e &
DOBBIs. By ©® wemr TMNE Daewns’ edewes § AD de. 8 89dm ©@¢d
OB yLlemg oS DRI S VOV B¢ eICHTS amd QY OB eved
@¢o0zs 83080 BBO W0 € GelemIg eBIm PEEIE®D g1m. O® yelewmog
@1 eBddecdhe dRODCBIGES MR g D 8w’ @d.

1971 @ @ed®cies @wmn gedemg @0 0BG O ¢ ar. 1991
Deel? ades’ 900 e®® es¥y Bow® &8¢ WO a. D©d 28O ©gd
BRODesEe OGBS 0®® wodluen DRDBEedE O $0®H S .
©300®e382 @I @ 30500 cacsae BB €0 @D WEmDBLE @@

OB DE Y.

D& 83DBerIced yHlemig cuis H80G mSveaexns 8o 888
0 t300z3BenCd

03E3EIE EIBOE B WO(ey BBOE misemens’ 80w 88 ¢ S
Bo0Bens WOEED ¢ DDBEEDES »E&he DBDTesIEs o aD.

Coed OB 0h © guemg @ds O HEEDSHmEsG »E&hs
BRODeE: oD o D mded. pdemg eCAD ®ED OISV
©0BdDE Bestoded WD e B, o® 8RO Do
COTOS PO wOWL® BowiE 80T B O DIEG @wWIE OSB3
eRE»SSS #8)s. @®® D1iaSn id®» BB ey B e’ SwideddimdE
BedEdE @B o G0 953 ne § am@n BwedS. mH@s
DI DRODICs sDBDee ©m BEOE GEBDICHE O %l
eemIg wodvens B8EACH eenl e 1RO . o® Wb

31



Sb@ws’ RIS @NEERD &m0 BBEE BOBDIe®D Bries 3@ Seso
Bued @0gcCORS. adiluddenned @Bt ¢80 @idSe ©00e®
»1¢:800 (B 85530 DBOE yedvmiced gidemig B8uded etd® O©
OO ¢ AR OBV H(B0D . 8Begied D DI DIBLOD
BB® ¢ 8¢ O . gdewmg e Bodeens Bog 0@ 8ene
@0 amd & wemr @50 (@ ¢ ¢dane. e@®d53 O30 OIS S
B[O W ©c®=lm Ti®s B8R Lrmded D gdEs DBLHO

Ses 07 .
828 Bwided yeemig @S ooSeenc

RO1e0E 88 @1 Dnded a8 gelewig ©wis 8¢ PeEnes @8BS
8230 WO BedSwens ©CYI @dan 8nedd ce®fwic BBewm ©wmn
B350 83 e e 8¢ B e, e®® 8wkdJd eom grtes g cned
H0 EABBO 0B OS5I TeB SDO o D16E GBOOD CRRE 1RSI
¢ OB BB O@6S e »® Be®sy ©gdd. O8 I fLwuds eces
RO1e®0E T8 ®wo Bwided gedemig @i t300zSBencs eHI Budd o(H®
8¢ w0 aw.

Bo®2Hc

0H RHED ases ¥ eEAD ®EIID @10 Podd @53nIed Gi1nIsn Grd
JODED ©®®I8DG. @830 BO® & Eoed eGEd® WO O
GOG g 850 8. . 3 80 BEDDO Eowied elewmig @i eEAD DEID
O Bi. dew® dUm®@ims OO ¢ 0@ mEIed HBomdm B8 &
eCamwrs’ BBsecems el 805 DB Cured Hlemg s RO
GOOBBI® ¢®Idnd vl 3B D ¢ BoOBHB BE HIB®.

gedemg euutoE duan Pednn B8 gor ¢ddens D o8 O T
Bed. @0®, »ED, w8mno, ©@8n ¢ilbln, ©®8n, edamesm o
ot @B Ovs § Do 0®8 PEewIEdDE aTPOmE e
D Be®2 SR @d. DUn@ime ¢ ecdsd (O8 guemg Neis eCam
Feodew s @200 anm owEn BOWICHES AL ¢ DS DE
@R, OEm@ImE O SO 0388 0Bnss wH ©I1d Fwimdm® e e@®
O3z% eCA® HHBWO e ¢B888e® »MEEHEWO Gnes o o O
SOCE®. Vetd® Loymded gesemig @S ©PRBIVD ¢S aimEs ¢ OO

32



8ROED @O0 . 0L »BOWS e geme e Ede® ®o
9dBed® 50 DSuers D@ ©®ic pE YO SO avsdas B
@B aod J0 Swdew ards’ »widm S8 B8RO «f wew A B® ¢ »e
6. e®® ©iclns PE Ydemg eIBOE DO DEH@I5) @
CRRE 3106 yedemag w0 wdeens B3O 01 D@15 BB 300505
Bwgo®w pe €91 gealdmed oRNO 6m @»ore asinlon § w0

8O meEIDma.

&8m @53

GO, &, (2006). & Comwed yH¥emg NS eEAD B®ED, otdwaSn »OEY
©¢bme®s53nd.

aGecewme, 8. (2007). »Eos B0, eotdmaSn a@imse@c.

880@ moduwmens’ gEemg ewmd v 0¢l. Bdo ydrfsm. www.lankadeepa.lk
RO1EDew, & (2018, ©18, 08). yHemig OO w0wd HEOS. oI
https://www.dinamina.lk

(2019 €& 11). 88 @¥Bwided yedemig wodsens ewmel. RU News. @bovos.
(2022 S0 20). https://www.runews. Ik

(2008 19 2017). Com0d Hedemig @B O 12 OB DB IS EBEL.
Obeom. (2022 S8 20). https://www.yamu.lk

33


http://www.lankadeepa.lk/
https://www.dinamina.lk/
https://www.runews.lk/
https://www.yamu.lk/

An Important Yet Almost Overlooked Museum Visitor
Group: An Assessment of Heritage Interpretation
Available for Children at Sri Lankan Museums

IRishini Fernando, 2Suvimali Rathnayake, *Hamzayini Pirashath, “Yeshanthika Jayarathne

13Assistant Lecturer, Department of Tourism and Hospitality Management,
Sri Lanka Institute of Advanced Technological Education, Colombo, Sri Lanka.

2_ecturer, Department of Archaeology, University of Kelaniya, Sri Lanka.
4PhD. Scholar, Department of Anthropology, University of Sri Jayewardenepura.

Corresponding Author: rishini@sliate.ac.lk

Abstract

Sri Lanka is a hub for both cultural and natural heritage. This has led the country to operate
a considerable number of state museums to make visitors learn and witness the heritage
resources collections conveniently. These have become crucial tourism earning points as well.
Children, both local and foreigners are usually accompanied by adults and are a prominent
and unique visitor group. Many other countries seem to be keen on initiating children’s
museums and introducing creative interpretation techniques for children, particularly as the
way children grab concepts are different from adults. This present study was conducted to
investigate the currently available interpretation techniques for children at state museums in
Sri Lanka, the engagement level of children during the museum visits along with the extent
they have understood the key concepts or stories, and the potential ways of improving heritage
interpretations for children in the future. A mixed research approach was followed and
primary data were collected from stakeholders such as the adult visitors, child visitors,
museology undergraduates, and museum curators. Frequency measures under Descriptive
statistics and content analysis were analytical tools used. The findings indicate that Sri Lanka
is somewhat a laggard in terms of heritage interpretation aimed at children.
Recommendations were made by the researchers to overcome this situation and be more

effective in the relevant practice.

Keywords: Children, Child Psychology, Heritage Interpretations, Heritage Tourism,

Museums, Sri Lanka
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Introduction

Paying visits to museums that indicate values of cultural, natural, and
scientific heritage has been considered a mode of education for a longer
period of time in almost all the countries. Sri Lanka is no exception to this. It
is an established practice to organize museum educational trips for primary
school students. Even the parents tend to take their kids on casual museum
visits during school holidays. In addition to that, the country being a top
international destination, a larger number of foreign tourists along with their
children visit the major museums of Sri Lanka when they fly down to the

island.

By considering these facts, it can be noted that the children accompanied and
led to museums by the adults are a significant visitor group (Beaumont &
Sterry, 2005; Davidson & Black, 2007; Fanning, 2007; Gennaro, 1981;
Kopelke, 2010; Sterry, 2007). Previous researches point out that if a human
has fond memories of the museum visits of their tender years, they are more
likely to be admirers of heritage and inclined to conserve those resources
when they become adults. This means positive experiences can create life-
long inspirations (Kindler & Darras, 1997; Sutcliffe & Kim, 2014).

Staiff (2013) makes his readers re-think the emphasis on learning over
experience which has already and increasingly become an issue within
heritage interpretation. This also indicates the need for creative interpretation
techniques which makes sites alive to encourage children in experiencing the

natural and cultural heritage values firsthand.

On the other hand, the psychology of children is different from that of adults.
The way children perceive things, the way they relate to the things that they
notice are different from the ways a mature adult does. Jean Piaget's (1950)
through his theory of cognitive development argued that a child's cognitive
development is not just about acquiring knowledge, but the child requires to

develop or construct a mental model of the world. As children grow their
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thinking goes from more rudimentary and concrete to more abstract states;
for an instance, younger children are not capable of manipulating may be
numbered in their head like adults can so they need to use their fingers to do
the math. Children have less developed mental structures and also due to
lesser experience in the world than an adult, less sophisticated social skills
and knowledge (Pahalwan, 2021).

f The child begins " The child begins
" tointeract " torepresent
© with the the world
environment, symbolically.
ot
0-2 2-60r7
| CONGRETE OPERATONALSTAGE | FORMALOPERATNALSTAGE
The child The adolescent
~ learns rules  £98 ] the conerete
¢ suchas 14 i3 . think abo
conservation. he
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Figure 01: Paiget’s Stages of Cognitive Development

Paiget’s Stages of Cognitive Development as shown in the above image
illustrates that humans below the age of 12 years of their entire life span have

a different cognitive pattern on contrary to 12 years and above.

This understanding of child psychology has led many countries to revamp
their interpretation techniques directed at children. A number of overseas
countries even do have separate museums designed to educate children.
Some other museums provide a kid’s section at the usual major museums so
that children can engage in games, touch, test, and observe the prototypes of

the actual artifacts displayed in the main lobby. The ‘please touch museum’
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in Philadelphia is focused on providing children a place to touch all the

objects at the museum and learn.

Figures 02 & 03: Children’s Museum of Indianapolis & ‘Please Touch Museum’
in Philadelphia

However, the children are somewhat overlooked when it comes to heritage
interpretations at Museums of Sri Lanka according to the previous personal
observations of the researchers of this present study. The interpretation for
children, in particular, seems not to be undertaken strategically given the fact
that children’s visitor group is considered merely as part of a family unit
rather than a separate and prominent visitor group. Furthermore, the
academic research in this regard in the Sri Lankan context falls behind the
research in the same area in the international context. These two situations

point towards a research problem to be investigated formally.

Given all the above facts, the present researchers carried out this study aiming

at comprehending the currently available interpretation techniques for
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children at state museums in Sri Lanka, the engagement level of children
during the museum visits along with the extent they have understood the key
concepts or stories and the potential ways of enhancing heritage

interpretations for children in the future time to come.
Methodology

Researchers of the present study adopted the mixed approach in order to
accomplish the previously explained research objectives. The research area

was all the state museums operated in Sri Lanka.

All the adult visitors who have taken children below 12 years to a state
museum during the period of past three years; 2018 — 2021 and the children
themselves, undergraduate students who are currently taking lectures and
practicing for the subject of museology, and the museum curators were
considered as the population of the study from which a sample of 46 members

was extracted through convenience sampling technique.

Primary data was collected from adult visitors, undergraduates, and museum
curators through questionnaires consisting of both close-ended and open-
ended questions, and semi-structured interviews while data was also gathered
from children by making them engage in friendly discussions. Secondary
data was collected from reliable websites, articles, and previous research

papers relevant to the keywords of this present study.

Frequency measurements of Descriptive statistics and content analysis

method were followed to analyze the collected data to make conclusions.
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Results & discussion

Degree of interpretation availability for children at state museums in Sri

Lanka

When the respondents were asked to mention the names of the museums that
they visited during the aforementioned time period, it was revealed that they
have visited museums that are majorly operated under the Department of
National Museums and the Central Cultural Fund. The mentioned museums
were Colombo National Museum, Maritime and Naval History Museum in
Trincomalee, Dutch Museum, National Museum of Kandy, World Buddhist
Museum, National Museum of Natural History, Galle Maritime Archaeology
Museum, and Sigiriya Museum. It was revealed that the museums operated
under the Department of National Museums do not use specialized

interpretation methods for children under 12 most of the time.

2 e6i0s e0med (200 12 5 voe) Seds a0 Bouamest £8 emammmd ne Hez®nde ? Were
there any special interpretations for young children (under 12) in the museums?

22 responses

@ 2o /Yes
® >/No

Figure 04: Availability of interpretation for children below 12 years

According to the above pie chart, a percentage of 77.3 has pointed out that
there are no specifically designed heritage interpretation techniques for
children below 12 years old, at museums operated under both the department
and CCF. However, 22.7% have come across interpretations aimed at

children to a limited degree.
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Types of available interpretation techniques

It is essential to assess what the above-mentioned 22.7% of respondents have
observed at these sites. According to the members of the sample who have
experienced interpretation for children, there are some commendable and
developable techniques available at a few of the state museums, majorly the
ones operated under the CCF. Those efforts should undoubtedly be
appreciated for the time being as something is always better than nothing.
These methods were mostly introduced by the young fresh graduates who get
employed at museums. Some of the techniques include teaching the kids to
write Sinhalese letters, painting and drawing activities, reassembly of clay
pots shattered into pieces, making beaded necklaces and filling puzzles, etc.
Moreover, the visitors who had paid a visit to the Naval Museum have
experienced activities aimed at kids such as displaying artifacts inside fish
tanks, providing the freedom for children to play around while observing the
artifacts, and employing cartoons for explanations. The natural museum of
Colombo provides the platform for the kids to reassemble the prototype

version of skeletons of fauna.

The engagement level of children during the museum visits along with the

extent they have understood the key concepts or stories

When the personal observations of the researchers of this study and the
friendly discussions conducted with the children concerned, it could be noted
that the engagement level of kids during museum visits is rather lower. Some
children talked enthusiastically about their visit and the drawing that they
were able to do. Filling out puzzles seemed to be remembered and
appreciated by the kids too. But they seem to lack interest in some activities
such as reassembling the beaded necklace and pottery sherds as those take
much time and concentration from the children’s end. However, when they

were asked about the stories behind the activities they have and the stories of
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artifacts, the majority of them failed at reflecting on the story except for a
few of the kids.

Figure 05: Photographs were taken by respondents which indicate the usage of paintings and

puzzles as interpretation methods at the Jethavana Museum

“.... there were small ships (prototypes) inside glass boxes. Those were about
the people who sailed the seas. | drew a ship and ocean and they (the staff)
pasted it on the drawing board.” (An 8 years old child respondent who had

visited Maritime Museum, Galle)

This quoted statement of a child shows that introducing these activities has

enabled the children to be related to the artifacts displayed to some extent,
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but the pinnacle of this effort should be to make the kids understand and
remember the stories behind.

The deficiency of heritage interpretation for children should be addressed

Addressing the weaknesses of the current situation can lead to revamping the
interpretation extended for future child visitors. Not paying much attention
to 4-6 age group, lack of understanding of child behaviors and child
psychology and interests when planning, being laggards in adopting new
technology in interpretation, inadequate museum staff; especially the trained
staff to deliver interpretation aimed at children, financial barriers, not
specially focusing on museum interpretation but just providing activities for
kids, information being mostly disseminated via text panels which makes it
inconvenient and unappealing for the kids to grab their mind around the idea,
most museums practicing interpretation only with the form of guided walks
generally relevant to adults rather the interactive activities for kids, the typos
and errors in language used for naming labels, the noisy overcrowds at these
sites which fail to be proper learning places, not refurbishing the damaged
properties of the site and poorly working scanning codes were the major
weaknesses which were pointed out by the adult respondents of the two

categories, namely: adult visitors and museology practitioners.
Conclusions

In a concluding remark, it could be said that even though the heritage
interpretations available for children at state museums of Sri Lanka are not
entirely null, there are still pivotal shortcomings to be sorted out. If more
attention was given to those weaknesses along with visitor feedback,
innovative ideas can be implemented to make the museum visits more

memorable and knowledge sharing.
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Recommendations

Considering the suggestions made by respondents and focusing on the best
practices around the world that the researchers of the present study came
across during the literature survey, the following recommendations could be

made.

The first and the most critical factor is looking at and treating the children as
a separate visitor group, not merely as ones accompanied by adults. By doing
that only, the relevant practitioners will be able to successfully craft the
strategies to implement. Marketing philosophies and psychology should be

concerned in this matter.

Museums are no longer seen as just a storehouse that preserves historical or
scientific artifacts. There is more to that. museums can be considered
universal educational institutes. At present, there are various methods to
integrate museum education and technology in order to improve the

interpretation methods at the museum.

Children who visit museums expect an enjoyable experience there. So that it
is vital to implement more enjoyable yet educational programs at the
museums such as guided tours and educational dialogues etc. For an instance
Sri Lanka which has a long and abundant history one can use role-play and
museum theatre in order to educate the young audience about the important
historical events in Sir Lankan history. Wearing the costumes relevant to the
past stories during these activities would be rather effective. i.e., kings,

gueens, sailors, etc.

These tactics go hand in hand with the concept called Edutainment: the
concept of learning and teaching new facts via an enjoyable experience. The
psychology of humans by its nature prefers entertainment which brings a
level of engagement that motivates learning and stimulates retention. The

release of happy hormones dopamine and endorphins in the brain during
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enjoyable experiences triggers positive associations and stimulates long-term
memories. With the realization of this dual mission, museums; international
ones in particular increasingly rely on the integration of new storytelling
techniques and technologies. These help to immerse and engage audiences.
Sri Lanka can successfully move forward with the same concept as we have
an abundance of stories of the past as previously mentioned. This is quite
likely to be a very enjoyable yet rich in knowledge experience (Moustafa,
2020).

Furthermore, learning games such as puzzles, historical games, competitive
games, etc. can be organized at the museum as children prefer more
interactive activities. These kinds of activities help to develop critical
thinking ability and creative thinking skills etc.

Moreover, with the advancement of new technology, it is important to use
these futuristic new technological methods at the museum. For example,
using AR and VR technology, interactive touch screens, and video games
that tells the story of the Sri Lankan past can improve learning outcomes
through increased interactivity. It is important to implement new learning
methods to improve and nurture the knowledge in more enjoyable ways for
the children.

Videos and documentary films for children are again an intriguing way to
plant enthusiasm in a child’s mind. As they become interacted with
audiovisual contents of their capacity. Audiovisual communication methods
are capable of enhancing the interest among the children and it is easy to
grasp every single detail in this way. for an instance such as showing the

introductory videos and background noises or oral history.

Another suggestion is to make the children engage in Group activities of a
similar age and facilitate them to have family trials or Parent-Child

Interaction activities.
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In addition to that, museums can use detailed demonstrations and practical
workshops as a sound learning experience. with the guidance of local experts
such as craftspeople, artists, and technicians, museums can make the children
comprehend Sri Lanka's clay pots, wood carvings, etc. Through these
workshops, children would be encouraged to make use of one major way that
they learn things; ‘touch’. Making them create different crafts with given raw
materials under the supervision of local craftsmen will require the active
participation of children. Customized museum publications for children
under 12 can also be introduced while including more cartoon characters,

animated characters, and colorful images.

The recommendations given would be capable of addressing the deficit of
heritage interpretation techniques which are supposed to attract and retain the
children to Sri Lankan museums and thereby make them grasp the heritage
of the country. These efforts are much more likely to support the tourism

industry and economic development in return too.
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Abstract

As a result of the Industrial Revolution, with the advent of plantations in Sri Lanka
during the British era, the British developed the infrastructure and machinery to
transport the harvest to the Port of Colombo and to use the harvest to produce goods.
Construction and machinery related to the field of transport, communication, factories,
and public facilities were manufactured by various companies. The aim of this research
was to study the facts about such companies that remain today. Our research problem
was, did all those companies belong to the British? Library and mapping studies were
conducted with a focus on prior research in data collection for this study. The field was
then explored and observations and interviews were conducted. Most of the civil
engineering and mechanical technology heritage that we have studied in the field has
been destroyed due to negligence and the nameplates of some companies have been
degraded for various reasons. Also, some nameplates couldn’t be disclosed due to
distortion. In this study, we were able to identify that the civil engineering and
mechanical technology heritage built during the British era was produced in England
as well as in Eastern countries or Sri Lanka. The study found that industrial heritages
more than a hundred years old could be turned into archaeological monuments under
the Archaeological Act. Coal steam locomotives used in the highway, including iron
bridges, cast iron road signs, used in the transportation industry, as well as all
equipment used to run trains, were mainly manufactured by companies based in
England, as revealed through research. Some of the signaling systems used in the train
operation, as well as the communication devices used in the rail transport, were made
in the UK. This research uncovered a number of British period construction companies
in the country that have not been the subject of prior research. The industrial heritage
identified in this study can be pointed out as heritage that can be traced back to one
period in the history of Sri Lanka.

Keywords: British period, Civil Engineering, Companies, Industrial heritage, Transport
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Introduction

With the expansion of plantations in various parts of Sri Lanka during the
British colonial rule, a new road system and the railway system were
constructed for transportation of fertilizers, equipment, and labor for the
plantations, for transport harvest to the Port of Colombo and to supply
consumer goods required by the labors. The British built bridges along with
those road systems and these civil engineering constructions were carried out
by various companies in England. Also, road signs made from cast iron that
were situated as superstructures in roads were manufactured in England and
Sri Lanka. In addition, steam power generators imported for road
construction were also manufactured by British companies and imported to
Sri Lanka.

With the construction of the railway system, many machines were
manufactured by British companies, from the water supply for steam trains
to the signal control equipment at railway stations including bridges.
Factories were set up to do productions using the harvest of coffee or tea
estates, and steam-powered engines and machinery manufactured by British
companies were installed in those factories. In addition, various constructions
made for the communication of plantation workers and keepers were
manufactured by British companies, as well as by factories established by the
British in Sri Lanka.

This research is about those companies that manufactured steam-powered
engines and machinery. We aim to study the facts about such companies that
remain today. And our research problem was, whether all those companies

belonged to the British or not.
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Research Methodology

The research didn’t include the Northern and Eastern Provinces but focused

primarily on transportation, communications, factories, and public facilities.

Preliminary and secondary data were used to collect data primarily for the
study of companies that produced civil engineering and mechanical
technology heritage in Sri Lanka during the British period. To collect primary
data, we investigated data from the field and we used the interview method
to collect data. Interviews were conducted with executive engineers, station
masters, station staff, museum staff, factory superintendents, and postal
officials. In addition, information was gathered for the research from
villagers in explored areas. Other railway lines including the Kandyan
railway line, the Pilimatalawa Highway Museum, the Kadugannawa railway

museum, and other private collections also contributed to this research.

Libraries and archives were studied during the collection of secondary data,
with the main focus being on field-related books, reports, newspaper articles,
journals, and previous research data. Also, we studied photographs that we

captured during the exploration in the field.
Results and Discussion

Most of the bridges built in the British period were manufactured by
government factories, and the nameplates of many bridges are now defunct.
Cast iron plagues on the Warawala Bridge, Bentota Bridge, Halaba Bridge,
Gampola Bridge, and Katugasthota Bridge are still standing. In addition, old
road signs made as superstructures of roads were also manufactured by the

government factory.
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Figure 1. Plaques of Warawala Figure 2. Plagues of Gampola bridge

bridge

Bridges were built by various British companies on the Kandyan Railway as
well as in other parts of the country to facilitate the transportation of
plantation harvest to the Colombo Port. Among them, several railway bridges
manufactured by a company called ‘Westwood Baillie & Co. Engineers &
Constructors’ are remaining. The bridges built by the company can be seen
in Katugastota, Yatirawana, Battulu Oya, Rakwana and Hunuwala areas. In
addition, there are two passenger girder bridges built by a company called
‘Joseph Westwood & Co. Engineers & Constructor’. The bridges built under
this company can be seen at the Galle Railway Station and a tea estate in the
Nanu Oya area. Also, there were more companies named ‘The Horseley Co.
LTD Engineers’, ‘E.C.J. Keay. LD’, ‘P & W Maclellan Limited’ and ‘Patent
Shaft & Axilenee Company LTD’, manufactured bridges all over the Lanka.
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Figure 3. PI q 'sofJK g ot Ral Way bridge

The stone rollers, which were initially used by elephants in the construction
of roads, were manufactured by ‘C.A. Huston & Co. LTD’, and two such
rollers are in the Pilimatalawa Highway Museum. Steam-powered Road
crushing rollers were manufactured by Thomas Aveling and Richard Porter’s
company named Aveling & Porter Limited. Stone roller manufactured by
‘Aveling & Baford’ company is displayed at the Pilimatalawa Museum.
Kurunagala Municipal Council has a roller manufactured by the ‘Nicolina’
company. Steam-powered lorries were manufactured by ‘British Ceylon
Corporation’. A tire company in Kandy owns a portable machine
manufactured by Marshall Sons & Company which is powered by steam. The
Pilimatalawa museum has machinery manufactured by the ‘John Allen &
Sons (Oxford) LTD and Barford & Perkings LD’ companies used to excavate
roads.

Figure 4. Plaques of Steam Roller
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At railway stations to supply water for the steam train installed water pipes
manufactured by ‘W. Abell LD Makers’ company. Also ‘Crowns Smart CO.
LTD’ and ‘IS & A Foundry Co. Engineers companies manufactured water
tanks for railway stations. Cargo lifting cranes were manufactured by
‘Ransomes & Rapier’ and ‘Cowans Sheldon Co. LTD. Engineers’
companies. The scales used to weigh goods at railway stations and the scales
used to weigh train carriages were manufactured by ‘W & T Avery Makers’
and ‘H. Pooley & Co. Ltd.” companies. ‘Cowans Sheldon & Co. Ltd’
company manufactured and brought to Sri Lanka turning tables to turn
locomotives. Old telephones that were used in railway stations were made by
“Western Electric Co.” and ‘GEC Phone Co.” companies. Railway gates and
levers are manufactured by companies such as ‘WB & Co. LTD’ and ‘The
Westinghouse Brake & Saxby Signal Co. Ltd’. The company named
‘Railway Signal Co. Limited’ manufactured Samapo and Disk signals that
were situated in railway stations. Brake weights iron balls made by ‘Workers
& Sons Co.” company and cash safes made by ‘The Chatwood Safe &
Engineering Co. LTD.” were brought to Sri Lanka for railway stations during

the British period.
Conclusions

During the British colonial rule, they imported various equipment, including
bridges, manufactured by various companies in England, and used them in
the fields of transport, communication, factories, and public facilities. The
research revealed that some of the equipment was manufactured in factories
in Eastern countries and Sri Lanka. The research found that companies in the
UK manufactured tools for steam locomotives, water, and train maintenance,
and various signaling. Such industrial heritages can be protected by proper
conservation and public awareness in collaboration with the responsible

organizations under the intervention of the Department of Archaeology.
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