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The challenges faced by the current Vedda society in
protecting their heritage

Umanga Roshani Rammungoda
Senior Lecturer, University of Kelaniya

umangar@Kkln.ac.lk

Abstract

Veddas were a primary group of people who lived in the wild bush and had a very simple, innocent
existence. They were known as "Savages, Devils, Barbarians" and went by the names Wanadaru,
Milakkha, Sabara, and Pulinda because they lived in the jungle. They lived a simple, tranquil existence
in freedom from the beginning, and it was disrupted by government efforts for sustainable development
over 80 years. Because they gave up their native jungle and moved in with others, their lives have
changed significantly now. Contrary to the past, their lives today exhibit several new tendencies. These
changes have been taking place for a long time. They can be researched from a cultural, political,
theological, and economic perspective. They have opened the door to a new existence today as a result
of these tendencies, which have led them down a new road. Veddas are thus simple-living individuals
who live in the past yet cannot be seen in the present. Instead, we observe a group of people who have
fresh additions to their lives. They are unsure of the extent to which they can uphold their traditional
legacy in the face of present difficulties. As a result, the primary goal of this research is to learn more
about the kind of difficulties that the Vedda people experience.

Keywords: Vedda People, Current Challenges, Social Changes, Influences, Transformation
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Introduction

Man is evolving every day. This is a well-known fact about how people live. Someone
must live alone if they refuse to adapt to a changing society. That is the problem that
Vedda society is currently facing. Neither society nor culture is constant over time.
Under the impact of outside influences, they are instantaneously altered. Not only do
the civilizations of the new millennium have to undergo this metamorphosis, but also
entire societies and cultures. People who accept the changes and people who don't
like them coexist in a society that evolves. The conflict between the two factions has

the effect of accelerating or marginally delaying social progress.

Because of this, the civilization of the past that we have read about does not exist in
the present. A few decades ago, the population that we now refer to as Vedda people
underwent a tremendous societal transformation. Vedda society is currently changing
rapidly and frequently as a result of the numerous pressures that are being directed at
them. The most significant issue that arises from this shift is what will happen to their

long-protected cultural and historical legacy.

Several studies have examined the Vedda community's rapid transition, including
Ratnapala (2003), Somasundara (2007), Perera (2007), and Jayathunga (2006). Most
of their research is historical and focuses on general transformations that can be
observed. The goal of this study is to determine the nature of the social shift that the
Vedda society has undergone and the extent to which it has impacted the difficulties

they face in preserving their cultural heritage.
Methodology

For this research, more attention was paid to the village of Dambana, which is a
prominent Vedda village in the Adivasi community. Several methods were followed
to obtain relevant information. Participatory observation and interview methods were
mainly used. For this research, data were collected from the year 2009 and it was also
possible to collect a lot of data through observation trips made in this village from

time to time.



Discussion

In this article, the transformations that are prominently visible in the Adivasi society

have been discussed mainly under several aspects
Economical Tendencies

Vedda people used to forage for food from the jungle by hunting and collecting,
picking fruit, or digging potatoes many years ago. However, these economic systems
were abandoned due to the evolving social system (Wijesekara, 1982: 12-13 ). The
government-initiated Mahaweli project and the nearby Galoya development project
are the primary causes of this. The government was given responsibility for the
protection of wild animals, plant systems, and places that had been inundated. The
original lands of ancient villages including Nilliyadda, Kuruduwinna, Dambana,
Gurukumbura, Kaudanpola, Weligama, Kudawila, and Kandegamwila were
dispersed over 51408 hectares. In place of the villages that were included in the
scheme, the government constructed resurrection villages, and despite Veddas'

protests, they were constructed in places like Hennanigala, Pollebadda, and Ratugala.

Veddas were forced to abandon their old way of life to adapt to the modern world.
They all had to be food producers since the self-sufficient system, which was
constrained by a simple economy, was changing. Instead of getting food from the
environment, this new system represents a new trend in their economy. According to
that, they have now started cultivating paddy and chena. The Northeast monsoon rains
from October to January assist them in growing their main crops, which include

maize, kurakkan, green grain, manioc, and sweet potatoes.

Even the Veddas leader Uruwarige Wanniyalatto engages in Chena farming, and the
reason they don't switch to paddy farming is due to financial issues. These people
utilize cow dung and compost fertilizer instead of insecticides for their farming
instead. In addition to farming, they also raise animals; the major livestock are cows
and chickens. They use the cow manure that comes from them for agriculture, which

increases the yield. Others work on banana farms.



Present youth have used to follow new economic systems in addition to these main
economic systems. Young people don’t like hard work and looking for instant money
making. As a result of maintaining three-wheelers and doing small groceries can be
seen. This tendency can be mostly seen in villages like Dambana. Especially they can
find their wages by providing transport services to the people who come to visit
Veddas villages. Also, the Veddas who found their day-to-day needs in association
with the jungle now depend on groceries. So, the number of groceries is highly

increasing.

Additionally, they make money by selling items like seeds, decorations, fruits,
arrows, bows, Kurakkan rotti with Ranawara, and jewelry fashioned from
"Keekiridiya" to visitors who come to villages like Dambana regularly. Particularly,
Veddas women's jewels from Keekiridiya are in high demand. This jewelry typically
costs between 50 and 200 rupees. Additionally, the Gammalu tree (Pterocarpus
marsupium), which grows in the jungle, is a beneficial diabetic remedy. Visitors can
also purchase bottles of Gammalu milk and cups made of Gammalu wood. The cost
of one of these bottles is between Rs. 150 and Rs. 300, and the cost of a Gammalu
cup is between Rs. 200 and Rs. 300. Additionally, rings and pendants made from
tusks, hones, and animal bones are particularly popular among teenagers and small
children. Another way for them to get money is by selling bottles of bee honey that

they have collected from the jungle.

Formerly only seen in villages, these Vedda people can now be spotted in towns as
well. Since Mahiyanganaya's sacred site is in a populated neighborhood, the majority
of the Veddas used to sell jewelry made from animal bones and bee honey there.
Additionally, some people are beggin' and have never hesitated to do so. These
Veddas beggars can be seen carrying axes in Mahiyanganaya's hallowed location.
This quick money-making is also done by kids. They demonstrate their cultural
talents in this way. These young children perform Vedda's songs and dances as they
accompany tourists through their villages, speaking to them in Vedda's language.

They occasionally earn more than Rs. 500 (Kadeera. Pers.com).



Some Veddas families have women who go searching in the bush for Keekiridiya
seeds and sell them to collectors. 500 Keekiridiya seeds are purchased for 100 rupees
(Hudee. Pers.com.). The majority of the Veddas family is supported by their child.
Due to the reliance on their children, many families in the indigenous village of
Dambana. Others work for the government in addition to these specific occupations.
Mr. Dambane Gunawardana and his brother are teachers, and he is the one and only
graduate of the indigenous generation. Another new trend that can be observed is
traveling overseas. Many of those are women. In contrast to grownups, young people
favor making quick money and working in the private sector. Both males and females

have entered the town areas and work in private shops and garments.

In addition to jobs, most families depend on Samurdi subsidies. This subsides is from
100 rupees to 3000 rupees. Here the main problem is this donation has been cancelled
because of their unawareness of the administration. Specially widows do not know

how to get back that. And officers also don’t try to give that.

Another special thing in the economy of Veddas is they don’t save part of their
income. There is no matter with their daily earnings but all their deals depend on
credits. Their little knowledge of using money is very clear from spending all they
earn in a day. The prevailing government launched many projects to build up their
economy but those projects were unsuccessful level because of not giving a proper

contribution and not encouraging them to maintain new projects.
Political Tendencies

Veddas who lived in their kingdom of the jungle like kings have protected their pride
till the present. Although they don’t live in the jungle, today also they have a
provincial leader to look after each area. Presently the head of all Veddas is
Uruwarige Wanniyalatto. All provincial leaders live under him and if there is any

problem the head of the tribe will get it through the provincial leader.

Normally the post head of the Veddas will be given from father to son by generation

to generation. This custom can be seen even today as it was before. The responsibility



of a leader is the leadership, which is given as a father's heritage, used to develop and
maintain their tribe. Qualifications to be a leader are maintaining the tribe, protecting
the lifestyle, having unchangeable love for the tribe, continuously protecting the
culture, understanding the problems of the tribe, being a brave, active, and smart
person, and having a good knowledge about tribe history. People who live never try
to struggle for leadership if a leader has these qualifications. Rites and ceremonies
which should be maintained unbrokenly by a leader can be seen even today. Annual
Mahiyangana perahara, Rathnapura Saman Dewala perahara, and offering bee honey

to the temple of Tooth Kandy, can be taken as examples.

In the past, leaders solved their problems in the tribe. But now they have to take those
tribe problems to government officers. As mentioned above, problems in each area
go the leader through provincial leaders and he should bring them to the government
and have solutions. Therefore, Vadda's leaders are very busy today. Provincial leaders
who come to the ‘Wariga Sabawa’ (Clan Association) which was held on the 9" of
August on World Indigenous Day, should discuss their problems and find to whom
should they tell them. Today the leader of the tribe cannot interfere with the problems
in the tribe directly and many times they have to be present in the court as complainers
or as answers. Their punishment systems are not activating today. The head of the
tribe doesn’t approve of the physical punishment and he says that it will block the

way to get a person to the correct path.

Some of the customs coming from the past have faced challenges in front of
prevailing social rules and regulations. Especially the tradition of the tribe holding
the axe on their shoulders, marriage of young ages are most discussed topics in the
society. But the present leadership can face these challenges very well. Rather than
all these facts, the most important tendency on the political side is Veddas leaders
attend foreign conferences. The head of Veddas, Uruwarige Wanniyalatta represents
the World Aborigines conference held in Switzerland. 136 heads of aborigines from
various countries participated in this conference. There the present problems of the
tribe, difficulties, and threats were kept in front of the international community and it

was a great political victory they had.



As a good leader, Wanniyalatto tries his best to solve the problems of the tribe and
look for their needs. Nowadays he has interfered with many cases and Veddas villages
like Dambana have developed through his guidance. According to a request of the
government to bring their identity and culture to the whole world ‘Give us a chance
to tell our heritage and concepts to the world,” Veddas Heritage Centre was built by
the government as a result of his devotion and dedication. Today this museum
communicates much information about Veddas people and it is another good victory

for Veddas (Wanniyalatho. Pers.com).

In those days Vedda was imprisoned in the jungle and was afraid to come out of that
and move with the civilized society. But today the head of the Veddas has a
respectable place in our society. Especially he participates in provincial festivals,
state festivals, and various kinds of festive occasions held in universities, and other
higher institutes as a chief guest. The most important thing is the direct connection
between the president and the head of the tribe. Before this, no other leader had such
a connection with the president and because of his high qualities, those connections
have become very close. Therefore, the president knows about their problems very
well. These Veddas people don’t have a permanent political party. They give their
maximum support to the prevailing government and they have no favoritism in
elections. Veddas society doesn’t change a lot politically and maintains its political

connections in a very direct manner.
Cultural Tendencies

Culture has a close relationship with our life. Culture is a social item that changes
from man to man, nation to nation, or country to country. We can see the man through
that. Each man in this world has a culture from their birth. Therefore, culture and man
are twin brothers. Famous anthropologists Tylor and Lesly White say that culture and
man have an unbroken relationship (Kottak. 1997: 36). Society is changing with time.
Cultural items are also changed in that. This is common to Veddas society also.

Therefore, many latest cultural tendencies can be seen in the Veddas society.



Language

The media of communication among a set of people is language. Linguists divide a
language into parts in a complicated way and even today they are doing much
research about those. However, Veddas don’t have a complex language and they have
created their simple language through what they see and hear in the jungle. The
specialty of this is they have only spoken language but not written. They don’t have
an Alphabet. So, they have a spoken language.

The word ‘pojja’ in their language doesn’t have an exact meaning. But it functions as

a helping word,
Ex:- Gam pojja- Gama (Village)
Ira pojja - Ira (sun)

But presently, most of the words that were used in the language have been dismissed
from the present usage. Instead of that new vocabulary has been added to the
language. Many Sinhala and Tamil words have been added to the language as a new

tendency. Therefore, nowadays many people speak Sinhala.

The main reason for this can be mixed marriages. Specially Vedda- Sinhala, and
Vedda- Tamil marriages are very popular among them, and because of that both
Sinhala and Tamil languages have been added to the Veddas language. In addition to
this most of the Veddas, children are having an education. They are having their
studies in Sinhala medium and study the Sinhala language for many hours a day,
adding Sinhala words to their vocabulary cannot be avoided. They can write Sinhala
letters also. According to that now Veddas have a written language also. As a new
tendency not only Sinhala and Tamil but English language also mixed with these
people. Children learn English as their second language in school and through
learning, reading newspapers, listening radio, and watching television, these people
have added English words to their language. Now, most people use English letters to

their names also.



Ex:- Uruwarige Mutumanika » U.W. Mutumanika

Not only use that but they use short signs also. In addition to that ‘sorry, thank you
words are also can be seen in their usage. Today most of the Vedda people can speak
Sinhala and Tamil fluently, but they did not show that to get economic benefits.
Especially the economy of some of the Veddas depended on their language, and they
tried their best to hide their ability to speak in Sinhala or Tamil.

Magic

Births have a great place in Veddas society. Even today those parents have positive
thoughts about delivering children. Offering relative devils, and making a special
place to deliver the child were done in the past, but nowadays the preparation is
different. As a new preparation, pregnant mothers participate in medical; clinics.
These Aborigine mothers are afraid of law weight births. Therefore, they use vitamins
according to the guidance of doctors. And they like to be immunized at the correct

time.

In the past, they built another house attached to their house for delivery. And in
Veddas society, it was done in their own houses. But at the present delivering the
child in houses is at a very low level. The reason for that is they are guided to hospitals
to avoid mother and baby deaths. Therefore, mother and baby deaths are also at a very
low level. After giving birth to the children, they use to immunize them and measure
their weight. As well every newly born child is given a birth certificate. The main and
special tendency in Veddas village is all the families have used a family planning
system. To keep a law difference between births and to avoid unnecessary

pregnancies they follow these methods according to medical advice.

Veddas people function in a very different way in the cultural item marriage.
Especially a young boy and a girl of Veddas who marries at a small age. Although it
is condemned by civilized society it was the continuous custom of marriage. It will
continue in the future also. But when we consider the present Veddas society many

family problems can be seen among them. Most of these family problems have



occurred because of illegal connections. Some facts that make them have illegal

connections are as follows,
- Marry at a small age

- Women are younger than their husbands, so have no idea of their duties and

responsibilities
- Unawareness

- Normally their marriages occur between the age of 12-15 and it becomes

monotonous when they are over 20

- They never use proper guidance to solve their problems

- Un educated ness

- The distant relationship between husband and wife (Sumithra. Pers.Com).

Because of the above reasons conflicts quickly develop and the result is father leaves

the mother and children alone.

There is a new tendency in marriages also. In the past, before marriage girls and boys
matched their clans. There were matching clans and mismatching clans. They have
no chance to marry a person that is not in the tribe. But in front of those social
changes, many Veddas married Sinhalese and Tamils. Therefore, now in most of the
Vedda villages, it is difficult to find pure Vedda blood.

As an example, in Dambana Vedda village, 37 families are Veddas, 48 are Vedda-

Sinhala mixed families and 81 are Sinhala families out of all 166 families.

A cultural conflict can be seen because of these mixed marriages. The main change
is in the names of the children. Here if the mother or father is Sinhala, children have

Sinhala names.

Ex: - Herath Mudiyanselage Banda + Morane Waruge Ran manika
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(Father- Sinhala) (Mother -Vadda)

Herath Mudiyanselage Gunapala
(Son)

They give their children Sinhala names to avoid them being alone in society.
Specially Vedda children are joked about and not to be like that they use Sinhalese

names and surnames for them.

New tendencies in their life can be seen even in their death. Especially now they
don’t put the dead body in the jungle and don’t leave the place they lived. Instead of
that, they put the dead body in the house for 3 days by putting medicine. They use
boxes made in the bark. And they follow Buddhist rituals to give merits. According
to that Bikkhus come to the house and do Buddhist rituals. And they held almsgiving,
annually on the day their relation died. They bring this almsgiving to the temple. But
as before they never built monuments. This is a special quality of theirs.

Veddas were talented artists when they were in the jungle. But their traditional
customs, conventions, and rituals have changed a lot with time. Changes in their
‘Shanthikarma’ are especially noticed here. From their ‘Shanthikarma’ ‘Kirikoraha
mangallaya’ get the main place. They held this to success in their hunting, to protect

the small children from diseases, and to protect cows from diseases.

According to the researchers Seligman, Rathnapala, and Wijesekara, this ‘Kirikoraha
Shanthikarmaya’ is a huge and complex work. But nowadays they don’t hold this for
the above reason but as an exhibit except for their festive occasions, if they get
invitations from institutes and people, they do this in various areas. They also collect
money from the visitors who come to see this ceremony. In the past, this Kirikoraha
ceremony took a long time, but now they finish it in one hour. Therefore, visitors
don’t get the full enjoyment from that. However, it is a new tendency, that

‘Kirikoraha’ has become an exhibit and a way of earning money.
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Religious Tendencies

Religious thinking gives good support to make success the life of people in a society.
With the revolution, man begins to think not only about himself but about the
surrounding environment and about unseen forces. Then they make it the main port
of their life and even they offer their lives to those unseen forces. And they have a
great belief in that. And they make offers to those unseen forces.

There are five types of sets they used to offer,

e Demons

e She-demons
e Gods

e Deities

o Kiriammawaru (Grandmothers)

They strictly believe when their relation, friends, or a neighbor dies, they will be
reborn with the kind for themselves and their tribe. According to famous
anthropologist, Edward Tyler ‘A man who lives in a society, tries to understand the
unseen forces abound him and when somebody dies strictly believes his soul will
come back. He introduces this condition as ‘Animism’ (Anima- means ‘soul’ in

Latin) (Kottak,1997:336).

Therefore, Veddas also have given their lives to their dead relations. But today most
of the aborigines have become Buddhists. Veddas people and Buddhist temples have
a very strong relationship. Some have become main contributors to the temple and
Vedda children participate in Sunday Damma school. Some children have become
bhikkhus and Buddha statues and pictures can be seen in Veddas houses. But they

didn’t forget their relative devils.

But the most important tendency in this is the influence they get from other religions.

Specially Veddas people who live in areas like Ratugala are highly influenced to be

12



Christians. Because of social problems like drought, poverty, and low education level,
there is a possibility of going to other religions from which they get benefits.
Therefore, most of the Vedda villages have become a cat paw of other religious

organizations.
Social Tendencies

The flowing life of a man is not monotonous in society. What is a society? Various
kind of definitions has been given to society. According to many Western
sociologists, society is created with culture, community, hierarchies, perspectives,
and equanimity (Rapport and Overing,2007: 375). However various kinds of
activities which are done by man in his day-to-day life can be introduced as social
activities. Famous anthropologist Malinowski revealed through his Anthropological
participated observation in association with Trobian island, by studying the day-to-
day social life of those people. Normally foods, houses, education, dresses, and
behaviors are marked as social.

Foods

In the past, Veddas found their food in the jungle where they built their lives. Fruits,
flowers, wild yams, bee honey, flesh, Kurakkan, and maize have the priority of their
foods which are found in the jungle and hunting. In addition to that, they provide their

food by exchanging goods.

But today there can be seen many new tendencies in their food patterns. They add
chillily, curry powder, coconut milk, coconut oil, salt and green chilies to cook their
meals. But those days they eat them fresh or fried. And they use pots that are

prevailing in the market to cook.

Veddas people depend on the harvest that they get from chena cultivation or paddy
cultivation. And they buy other foods from boutiques if they need any more, they go
to the town. They buy rice, potatoes, onions, coconut oil, kerosene oil, dhal, soya,

biscuits, chocolate, milk powder, sugar, toffee, eggs, and noodles also. They are not

13



interested in cooking a meal with vegetables. They prefer to make curries which can
be easily cooked. Some depend on shops and some provide their meal from Kurakkan
and maize. The most important quality of them is they used to eat beetles. Most of
them chew beetles as their lunch. Both males and females chew beetles and most of
their income spend to chew beetles.

Houses

According to Seligman, when they were in the jungle, they lived under trees and rock
shelters. Various sizes of rock caves can be seen everywhere in the jungle (Seligman,
1911: 06). Hugh Nevil says that Vedda has changed their living places according to

seasons.

In their journey from rock shelters to present status, they have transferred from rock
caves to small huts to lluk sheltered huts, then to houses made of clay and then to
wattle walls houses and now they are living in tile-sheltered houses. These days their
building pattern is also somewhat changed. Normally Vedda's house was very small
but presently they build them largely. Except for the front of the house, the inside of
the house is divided into two parts a kitchen and a bedroom. These days most houses
are built with clay and tile sheltered. The furniture that they have used in the houses
is changed. Various styles of pots, plates, kettles, spoons, and cups, are used in the
kitchen, and plastic and wood tables, chairs, armchairs, cabinets, televisions, and
radios which work with batteries, beautiful sceneries, photos, can be seen in the front
part. Beds made of wood, mattresses, pillows, and nets are used in bedrooms.
Therefore, now they have to get rid of their simple primary life which was spent with
simple small houses, and with a small number of furniture to complete houses with

the amount of furniture.
Education

Although Veddas were called uneducated people, they are aware of and experienced
in life more than civilized society. Because the jungle they lived in was a good school

to them. Through socialization, Vedda children got free education. So, they are
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learning from a government school. Children in Vedda society have, primary,
secondary, and higher education. Higher education is not so popular among them.
The highest educated man in Vedda society is the present principal of Gurukumbura
Vidyalaya, Mr Dambane Gunawardana.

The new tendency in Vedda education is the number of girls who are studying is
increasing. In the past, she was in the corner of the house as a mother, wife, daughter,
and sister, but now they have overtaken the boys. So, the percentage of female
students is higher than male students. Most of the time boys stop their studies and try
to find a job. But girls do their education minimum to G.C.E.O/L.

Most of the children like to learn Sinhala, Buddhism, Environmental Studies, and
music. They are not that much interested in learning English, Math or Science.
Vedda's children were very interested in going to school. The positiveness of adults'
concepts has some influence on this. They try their best to make their children’s world
a more beautiful and protected place than theirs. Even though they are not educated
they want their children to be educated. Therefore, from a very young age, they guide
the children to education and some parents try to give tuition also

(Gunawardhana.Pers.com).

But with the civilization and knowledge that they get from education, some children
forget their culture. Therefore, some children migrate from villages to towns. Another

part is also interested in their culture and tries to protect and maintain it.
Jewellery

Pieces of jewellery are common to any set of people living in a society. Some tribes
like to cover their body with lots of Jewelries. It is difficult to find a tribe without any
jewellery. Veddas also prefer to wear pieces of jewellery. We can have shreds of
evidence that even in the past also had pieces of jewellery. But instead of the natural

pieces of jewellery, they had before, now they are wearing different jewellery.
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Today also have no male/female difference in wearing pieces of jewelry. Specially
they wear rings and neckless made of bone and hones. In addition to that young
people wear plastic or rubber bracelets which were sold in the town for both hands.
Females wear earrings, rings, bracelets and neckless made of gold. And some women
wear imitation pieces of jewelry also. Girls wear various shapes of rings, bangles, and

small silver chains also. Most of them like to wear high heels shoes also.
Beards and Hair Style

Beards and hair have a priority in Veddas society. The name ‘Vedda’ is symbolized
by a man with long hair and a beard and with arrows and bows. Therefore, long hair
and a beard were their pieces of jewellery of pride. Not only in the past even now also
they are banded to cut their long hair and beards. But nowadays they don’t care about
that. Today this growing hair and beard erasing from the Vedda society. Today we
met Veddas not with long hair and beards, but people who modernized according to
the new society. Adult VVeddas people still maintain their hair and beards as past. But
the young generation is with various kinds of haircuts and beard styles. And they got

hair cream also from shops to have hairstyles.

When we consider females, from children to old ladies they have long hair. But
nowadays girls use multi colors hair bands and slides. In addition to that they use
shampoo, and hair oils also. Many girls like to tie their hair of keeping it freely with

a slide. And female adults prefer to keep their hair in a bun.
Dresses and Styles

In the very beginning, Veddas don’t want dresses, because they lived very far from
others. Because of cold, and hot, and for protection, they may begin to have dresses.
First, their dresses were made of leaves, branches, and bark of trees. Later they use
to have clothes (Streamer, 1999:59).

But the writer Pilalatheses said that village VVeddas and coastal VVeddas were used to
have clothes before wild Veddas (ibid). But today the clothes of Vedda have been
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modernized. They consider colors when they are selecting dresses. Especially the
youth consider colors. Adults are looking for simple charm dresses, but females are
interested in designs. When selecting dresses females go for frocks, skirts, blouses
and, t-shirts and males are looking for a sarong, trousers, shirts, t-shirts, skinnies, and
shorts. Children also wear frocks, trousers, T-shirts, and skirts without any male-

female difference.

Most of the male adults wear a sarong, wear nothing to the top, and a special occasion
they put a towel on the shoulder. They have no consideration for designs and colours.
The present leader of Veddas also wears a sarong and puts a towel and axe on a

shoulder even on foreign tours also.
Other Tendencies

The latest tendency in Veddas society is using mobile phones. Presently 80% of
Veddas of Sri Lanka use these mobile phones and they have good knowledge about
that. They used to buy them because they can use as jewelry and there are phones at

low prices.

They use various types and various brands of mobile phones, and mostly they use
recharge cards. They have a good knowledge of phone items and are very talented in
operating those phones. Without any male-female difference, they use phones and

they use to fulfill their needs through mobile phones.
Social Affairs

Vadda is considered an innocent, truthful, shy set of people by their nature. According
to Parker because of their shyness and innocent ness, they can be easily cheated
(Parker,1912:83). That is their past behavior. But now they are very foreword. Now

they have no shy to come to the society.

Especially now they do not hesitate to talk with other guests and have the ability to
deal with them. New changes in Vedda women's behavior and life are remarkable

compared with other people. Today she has become one of the breadwinners of their

17



family and her role is more important than a man in the Vedda economy. She has
come to the front giving up her shyness. As well their thinking which was very simple
in the past is now in a very complex situation. They are different for children, youth,
and adults.

Thinking of children is very simple and their future expectations are also very simple.
The ambition of youth is to have a job to earn more money. There is no matter what
kind of job is it. Adults haven’t such expectations but they want to find something to
eat. Intercommunication between Vedda and society is developing soon and it has
various faces. Mainly they have direct political relationships and social relationships
have become tied through foreign conferences and tours.

Presently Veddas have become good actors. This tendency can be especially seen in
villages like Dambana. Recently they have participated as actors in a song written for
Veddas and a documentation program created about their lives.

The conclusion of these facts is today high-speed development can be seen in Veddas

social affairs.
Conclusion

According to Charles Empage and Mack Eiwars, society is a network of social inter-
relationships and it is always changing (Rapport & Overing,2007). The development
of a society depends on its revolution process. Here many facts that have become
continuously very fast have been changed. Economic, cultural, religious, and social

tendencies can be seen in such a society.

Many tendencies can be seen in present Vedda society also. ‘Time’ influence social
changes. Although these changes with time cannot be counted, there are some

highlighting points.

In this way, Spital shows some reasons for new tendencies that can be seen in Vedda

society. Those are,
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e Mixed with Sinhalese and Tamil

e Actions were taken by the government to make them civilized
e  Willing or unwilling to go to agriculture

e missionary actions

e Lands were taken to the government

¢ Roads were built to go to Vedda village

e The influence of Muslim salesman (Spittle,1939)

He saw these reasons many years ago. And there are some new reasons also. These
common reasons for having new tendencies in Vedda society can be introduced like
this,

o New social concepts have come to the village
o Mixed marriages

e Children are studying

e Development in communication

e Various government policies

e Economical

e Political
e Cultural
e Social

e Have a good tourist attraction

e Programmes of various people and NGO institutes
e Generation conflict

o Willing to imitation

e Using money and interest in instant money-making

e Media

There are two main specialties in many Vedda villages. Those are,
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Adult generation maintains their traditional life as it is
Young generation trying to change their life

Even though civilized society criticizes these new changes the question that has been

asked by Vedda society is,
‘Don’t we have a right to change?’

People also changing in a changing society. That is the rule of nature. But priority
should be given to culture and identity.

Today the most problem is Vedda has been modernized. But society doesn’t
understand yet that they are also a normal set of people like us. Many tendencies can
be seen in their lives through economic/ political/ religious and social. But we should
not blame them because of these tendencies. Spital asked, because of this high-speed
revolution should the name ‘Vedda’ be taken from them? The reason for that is their
changeless. But Spital again says that a man should not be blamed because of
changing his dress, food, and behaviors.

Thus, our conclusion is Vedda we saw in the past is now not there and their lives have
changed a lot. As well these new tendencies make social discussion and
misunderstanding cannot be stopped because no one has studied this and analyzed it

with a keen eye.
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Reading Sigiriya through Infinity Library
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Abstract

This paper aims to explore the possibility of reading about Sigiriya without visiting the place in person
but through the concept of an infinity library or virtual book. Sigiriya is one of the Seven Wonders of the
World (Brandon, 2021) and one of the very famous cultural heritage sites in Sri Lanka recognized by
UNESCO. Unfortunately, due to natural and man-made catastrophes, the site is facing destruction. Even
though different measures have been taken to minimize or stop these destructions, they have been in
vain. Therefore, the introduction of an alternative method is a must. The best way to preserve cultural
heritage is to share it with others without doing any damage to the site. Sharing can be done differently,
through onsite visits or virtual visits. A mobile installation called the Infinite Library reimagines an idea
and provides interactive areas where readers can engage in multisensory forms of storytelling. Readers
can enjoy the site without doing any damage. Virtual reality has become a way of exhibiting artifacts,
and there are several museums, such as the Museum of Other Realities, Google Arts & Culture, and
Open Heritage, based entirely around VR, allowing users to see the sites in 3D. The Sigiriya rock,
including the frescos on the wall, can be displayed using a VR solution in an infinity library, where the
readers can enjoy a virtual ride through steps and caves inside the Sigiriya rock without damaging the
site. Other than that, the infinity library provides an alternative to the traditional idea that libraries are
only limited to physical spaces with books to exchange knowledge. Therefore, the concept of an infinity
library would be bringing a positive impact on reading the Sigiriya without visiting the site.

Keywords: Cultural Heritage, Infinite Library, Reimagine, Sigiriya, Virtual Reality
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Introduction

A person's, nation's, or country's cultural heritage is regarded as a priceless resource
and a cultural legacy that is passed down from the past to the present and into the
future. It ties together all members of human society. Tangible and intangible cultural
heritage are both recognized by UNESCO. Along with artifacts and things, tangible
cultural legacy can also comprise constructed structures, monuments, tombs,
historical or archaeological locations, and cultural landscapes. Contrarily, "the non-
physical characteristics, practices, representations, and expressions as well as
knowledge and skills that identify and define a group or civilization" (UNESCO,
2010) are how intangible cultural heritage is defined. This comprises the spoken
word, oral histories, rites and ceremonies, customs and traditions, music and dance,

and the visual arts.

Sri Lanka is also rich and famous for its tangible and intangible cultural heritage,
among which is Sigiriya. In the northern Matale District of the Central Province of
Sri Lanka, close to the town of Dambulla, sits the historic rock fortification known as
Sigiriya or Sinhagiri. A gigantic granite rock column that is about 180 meters high
dominates this important historical and archaeological location. In 1982, Sigiriya was
declared a UNESCO World Heritage Site. Sigiriya is well-known for its palace ruins,
which stand upon a majestic 200-meter-high rock and are surrounded by the remains
of a vast network of gardens, reservoirs, and other buildings. Due to common
catastrophes, contamination, uncontrolled urbanization, and unchecked tourist
behavior, the location is facing devastation. In 1967 vandals entered the unprotected
Sigiriya site under cover of darkness and climbed to the frescoes. There, large
portions of two of the frescoes were removed away, and fifteen of these valuable

works of art were colored green.

Even though different measures have been taken to minimize or stop these
destructions, they have been in vain. In this manner, the presentation of an alternative
strategy to protect valuable structures and artifacts is a must. One of the best ways to

protect a cultural legacy is to share it with others without doing any harm to the
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location. Sharing the information can be done differently, either through onsite visits
or virtual visits. The concept of an infinity library would be a success, as its
fundamental source is VR or virtual reality. A versatile installation called the Infinite
Library reimagines a thought and provides interactive zones where readers can
engage in multisensory forms of narrating. Readers can enjoy the location without
doing any harm. Virtual reality recreations, as an artistic response to cultural heritage

destruction, serve as a critical instrument for numerous countries and their societies.
Literature Review

The concept of an infinity library was introduced to Sri Lanka very recently, in
February 2023, by the Goethe Institute Colombo (Goethe, 2023). They described The
Infinite Library as a traveling installation that uses VR and other media to reimagine
the future of libraries as interactive spaces that engage visitors through multisensory
forms of storytelling. It seeks to embed human stories within a much grander
narrative, one that includes the birth of our planet and the evolution of all life forms
(Goethe, 2023).

The installation can share or narrate stories about any theme, in any language and can
be installed in any spacious place, where the reader can move freely. This concept
was implemented first in India, with the collaboration of Max Muller Bhavan
Mumbai. According to the creators, the project includes a QR code game, holograms,
3D-printed objects, audiovisual works, and the project’s central piece: a vast VR

library set in a cave (Daisy, 2022).

Other places where VR is available are several museums, namely the Museum of
Other Realities, Google Arts & Culture, and Open Heritage. Open Heritage is just
one of a few online recreations of cultural heritage destinations. It presents 26
different realistic destinations. A few of these areas incorporate "parts of the Roman
city of Pompeii,” "Native American cliff residences at Mesa Verde in southern
Colorado," and the 1000-year-old ancient Temple of Kukulcan in the Mayan city of

Chichén Itza."
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Moreover, several other places use the VR system, including TIME (Time, 2019) and
National Geographic (Quammen, 2016). Time’s Work, which was a film by
Christopher Nolan, utilized VR to reimagine the Battle of Dunkirk during the Second
World War. National Geographic’s virtual reality experiment looks into Viking
culture, placing the audience in the center of a Viking "fighting pit."

VR is also being utilized by arts and cultural organizations for more observational
purposes, such as site recreation. An Australian paleontologist, Simon Young, made
a VR recreation of several ancient Roman destinations, and the VR allows the visitors
at these Roman ruins to experience through VR what the location looked like

centuries ago.

The utilization of VR recreations for cultural heritage sites has become vital in
preserving public memory, as many are at risk of devastation. One primary concern
for preservationists is the destruction of war in nations such as Ukraine, Irag, and
Syria. Quoted: In a statement made by Michael Danti of the Syrian Heritage Initiative
at the American Society of Oriental Research, he described the destruction of war as
"the worst cultural heritage emergency since World War Il... here we see how
technologies can be used not only to document the making and unmaking of heritage
but also to rebuild it; both materially and in the imagination." Cultural heritage
conservation implies keeping the artifacts and traditions of a community intact

against factors attempting to change them.
Objectives of the Study

The main goal of the research is to determine the suitability of the Infinity Library as
a virtual environment to represent cultural heritage, where the reader can associate
with the artifacts. Virtual legacy includes specifically computer illustrations and/or
mixed media content, i.e., 3D objects, 2D images, sounds, music, and puppetry,
where applicable. And aims to emphasize the infinity library as an alternative to the
traditional idea that libraries are only limited to physical spaces with books to

exchange knowledge.
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Methodology

Like in other research proposals, collecting data for this research does not necessarily
depend on hypotheses, as this concept is already implemented in a library, even
though not as a preservation method for the collection of tangible cultural heritage
but as a virtual book at a library. In order to visualize the idea, a 3D virtual model of
a Sigiriya rock is needed. The recreation was based on photos taken by archaeologists
and tourists at the site. After its initial translation into a VR experience, a replica was
able to be carved with appropriate textures and colors and then programmed based on
the digital model. The installation comprises different media, including content with
3D objects, 2D images, sounds, music, and puppetry.

Findings and Discussions

A trip to Sigiriya through a virtual library will be a very comfortable journey. After
paying for the service the user or the visitor has the chance to see every nook and
corner of Sigiriya, starting from the lion entrance. Therefore, the concept of an
infinity library will be a massive breakthrough for countries like Sri Lanka, where the
economy widely depends on tourism and the hospitality industry, and in a pandemic
like COVID-19, the country could be devastated as there are travel restrictions around
the world. A virtual book for the cultural heritage of Sri Lanka would be an advantage
and would serve as a "money bringer" to the country by introducing its rich cultural
heritage and selling it online as virtual tours for visitors and readers. And the virtual
book permits them to experience computer-generated locations in a controlled setting,

especially places like Sigiriya, as this proposal concentrated on.

Moreover, the experience of the author revealed that the infinity library makes it
possible to see not just what a building, space, or whatever place the reader is in will

look like but how it looked earlier.

Other than that, it serves as a virtual book, which motivates slow readers to visit
libraries more and attracts nonreaders to the library to enjoy a virtual ride inside a

book without touching the book.
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However, with recreation, certain concerns must be addressed. As these recreations
stand as symbolic representations of a society’s existence, the actual essence of the
original location should be clearly visible. For that, a consultation with historians is

a must.
Suggestions and Conclusions

Unlike earlier, virtual reality is not only providing a completely immersive experience
for its users but also creating new ways for individuals to see the world. Nowadays,
virtual reality is utilized for the development of the pharmaceutical, design,
construction, engineering, education, and entertainment sectors. Virtual reality can
offer assistance in learning how to manage one’s physiological disorders while also

instructing one to conduct surgical operations and plan for space investigations.

A country’s heritage includes structures, artworks, and paintings. These things are
vital parts of the history and civilization of a country. The culture and traditions of
any country are part of its heritage. Therefore, preserving them while enjoying them
and sharing them with the world is the responsibility of citizens. Sharing while
protecting them is not an easy task. Therefore, there should be a reliable method to
rely on. The Infinity Library has the ability to fill this gap because it reimagines an
idea and provides interactive chances where readers can experience different forms
of narrating stories, and most importantly, readers and visitors can enjoy the location

without doing any damage to the site.

The infinity library, or virtual books, will pave the way not only to highlight the
valuable cultural heritage of Sri Lanka but also the richness of its natural beauty to
the world. Therefore, in times like pandemics with travel restrictions, Sri Lanka can
attract readers and visitors around the world virtually and enhance the tourism and

hospitality industries while preserving the tangible cultural heritage of the country.
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