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NOMENCLATURE OF QUALIFICATIONS IN SINHALA AND TAMIL 

The 2015 update of the Sri Lanka Qualifications Framework has been widely adopted by all our universities, 
and it has been particularly helpful in determining the appropriate nomenclature for qualifications at various 
levels of achievement. It has clear guidance, with examples, on the English nomenclature for qualifications at 
all levels.  

However, there is a lacuna regarding the equivalent Sinhala and Tamil nomenclature. This paper is an attempt 
to reach university-wide consensus on nomenclature of qualifications in Sinhala and Tamil. The examples 
provided here draw on commonly offered qualifications and recent submissions for UGC approval.   

Advice on the nomenclature in Sinhala and Tamil was provided by the following university academics: 

Sinhala experts  

Prof Rathnasiri Arangala Professor of Sinhala, University of Sri Jayewardenepura 

Professor Sandagomi Coperahewa Professor of Sinhala, University of Colombo 

Prof T R G Dela Bandara Emeritus Professor of Sinhala, University of Kelaniya 

Tamil experts  

Prof Valli Maheswaran Professor of Tamil, University of Peradeniya 

Prof Visakaruban Krishnapillai Professor of Tamil, University of Jaffna 

 

This has been recommended by the UGC Standing Committee on Quality Assurance, at its 102nd meeting held 
on 28 Jan 2020, for approval of the Commission.  

 

SUB-DEGREE LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 

SLQF Level 3  
Qualification type: Diploma    Abbreviation: Dip 

Examples in English Examples in Sinhala Examples in Tamil Abbreviation 

Diploma in Management කළමනාකරණය - ඩිප්ල ෝමාව முகாமத்து டிப்ளபாா Dip (Mgt) 

Diploma in Sinhala සිංහ  ඩිප්ල ෝමාව  சிங்கப டிப்ளபாா Dip (Sinh) 

Diploma in Tamil ලෙමළ ඩිප්ල ෝමාව ிழ் டிப்ளபாா Dip (Tam) 

 

SLQF Level 4  
Qualification type: Higher Diploma  Abbreviation: H Dip 

Examples in English Examples in Sinhala Examples in Tamil Abbreviation 

Higher Diploma in 
Management 

කළමනාකරණය - උසස් 

ඩිප්ල ෝමාව 
முகாமத்தும் -  உர் 

டிப்ளபாா 

HDip (Mgt) 

Higher Diploma in Sinhala සිංහ  උසස් ඩිප්ල ෝමාව  சிங்கபம் - உர் டிப்ளபாா HDip (Sinh) 

Higher Diploma in Tamil ලෙමළ උසස් ඩිප්ල ෝමාව ிழ்- உர் டிப்ளபாா HDip (Tam) 

 

FIRST DEGREE LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 

SLQF Level 5  
Qualification type: Bachelor’s degree  Abbreviation: B 

Examples in English Examples in Sinhala Examples in Tamil Abbreviation 

Bachelor of Arts ශාස්ත්රලදී கமனாி BA 

Bachelor of Commerce වාණිජලදී ிகாி BCom 
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Bachelor of Science විෙයාලදී ிஞ்ஞாணாி BSc 

Bachelor of Fine Arts  ලිතක ාලදී தண்கமனாி BFA 

 

SLQF Level 6  
Qualification type: Bachelor’s Honours degree Abbreviation: B Hons 

Examples in English Examples in Sinhala Examples in Tamil Abbreviation 

Bachelor of Arts 
Honours in Mass 
Communication 

ජනසන්නිලදෙනය - 

ශාස්ත්රලදී  ල ෞරව  
வகுசணத் வாடர்தில் 

சிநப்புக் கமனாி 

BA Hons (Mass 
Commun) 

Bachelor of Business 
Administration Honours 
in Tourism and 
Hospitality Management 

සිංචාරක හා සත්කාරක 

කළමනාකරණය - වයාපාර 

පරිපා නලදී ල ෞරව 
 

சுற்றுனா ற்றும் 

ிருந்ளாம்தலில் ிக 

ிருாகச் சிநப்புாி 

BBA Hons (Tour & 
Hosp Mgt) 

Bachelor of Science 
Honours in Marine 
Science and Technology 

සා ර විෙයා සහ 

තාක්ෂණලදෙය - විෙයාලදී 

ල ෞරව 
  

கடல்சார் ிஞ்ஞாணம் 

ற்றும் வாில்தட்தம் – 

ிஞ்ஞாண சிநப்புாி 

BSc Hons  (Mar  Sc & 
Tech)  
 

Bachelor of Education 

Honours 

අධ්යාපනලදී ල ෞරව கல்ிில் -  

சிநப்புாி 

BEd Hons 

Bachelor of Fine Arts 
Honours 

 ලිතක ාලදී ල ෞරව தண்கமன-  சிநப்புாி BFA Hons 

Bachelor of Laws 
Honours 

නීතිලදී ල ෞරව சட்டம்-  சிநப்புாி LLB 

Bachelor of Medicine & 
Bachelor of Surgery 

වවෙයලදී හා ශ යලදී ருத்துாியும் 

சத்ிசிகிச்மசாியும் 

MBBS 

 
 
POSTGRADUATE QUALIFICATIONS 
SLQF Level 7  
Qualification type: Postgraduate Certificate Abbreviation: PG Cert 

Examples in English Examples in Sinhala Examples in Tamil Abbreviation 

Postgraduate 
Certificate in Applied 
Statistics 

වයවහාරික සිං්යාන විෙයාව - 

පශ්චාද් උපාධි සහතිකය  
திளாகப் 

புள்பிிதில் – 

தட்டப்தின்தடிப்புச் 

சான்நிழ் 

PG Cert (App Stats) 

 
SLQF Level 8  
Qualification type: Postgraduate Diploma Abbreviation: PG Dip 

Examples in English Examples in Sinhala Examples in Tamil Abbreviation 

Postgraduate Diploma 
in Business Economics 

වයාපාර ්ථික ක විෙයාව -

පශ්චාද් උපාධි ඩිප්ල ෝමාව  
ிகப் வதாருபில் – 

தட்டப்தின்தடிப்பு 

டிப்ளபாா 

PG Dip (Bus Ec) 

Postgraduate Diploma 
in History 

ඉතිහාසය - පශ්චාද් උපාධි 

ඩිප්ල ෝමාව  
னாறு– 

தட்டப்தின்தடிப்பு 

டிப்ளபாா 

PG Dip (Hist) 

Postgraduate Diploma 
in Social Work  

සමාජ වෘත්තsලදෙය - පශ්චාද් 

උපාධි ඩිප්ල ෝමාව 
சமூகப்தி– 

தட்டப்தின்தடிப்பு 

டிப்ளபாா 

PG Dip (Soc Wrk) 
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SLQF Level 9  
Qualification type: Master’s degree by course work Abbreviation: M 

Examples in English Examples in Sinhala Examples in Tamil Abbreviation 

Master of Data Science ෙත්ත විෙයාව - පශ්චාද් 

උපාධිය 
வு ிஞ்ஞாணம் -

முதுாி  

M Data Sc 

Master of Business 
Economics 

වයාපාර ්ථික ක විෙයාව - 

පශ්චාද් උපාධිය 
ிகப்வதாருபில் -

முதுாி 

M Bus Ec 

Master of Clean Energy 
Technologies 

පිරිසදු බ ශක්ති තාක්ෂණය 

- පශ්චාද් උපාධිය 
தூசக்ித்வாிதட்தங்கள்-

முதுாி 

M Clean Energy 
Tech 

Master of Agri-
Enterprise & 
Technology 
Management 

කෘෂි වයවසායකත්වය හා 

තාක්ෂණ කළමනාකරණය - 

පශ්චාද් උපාධිය 

ிசா வாில்முற்சி 

ற்றும் வாில்தட்த 

முகாமத்தும் - முதுாி 

M Agri-enterprise & 
Tech Mgt 

Master of Sinhala සිංහ  පශ්චාද් උපාධිය  சிங்கபம் - முதுாி M Sinh 

Master of Fine Arts  ලිතක ා පශ්චාද් උපාධිය தண்கமன - முதுாி M FA 

Master of Tamil ලෙමළ පශ්චාද් උපාධිය ிழ் - முதுாி M Tam 

 
 
SLQF Level 10 
Qualification type: Master’s degree   Abbreviation: M 

Examples in English Examples in Sinhala Examples in Tamil Abbreviation 

Master of Science in 
Data Science  

ෙත්ත විෙයාව - විෙයාපති  

  
வு ிஞ்ஞாணம் -

முதுாி 

MSc (Data Sc) 

Master of Science in 
Business Economics 

වයාපාර  ්ථික කවිෙයාව -  

විෙයාපති 
ிகப்வதாருபில் - 

ிஞ்ஞாண முதுாி 

MSc (Bus Ec) 

Master of Science in 
Applied Statistics 

වයවහාරික සිං්යාන 

විෙයාව - විෙයාපති 
திளாகப் 

புள்பிிதில்-

ிஞ்ஞாண முதுாி 

MSc (App Stats) 

Master of Science in 
Clean Energy 
Technologies 

පිරිසදු බ ශක්ති 

තාක්ෂණය - විෙයාපති 
தூசக்ித்வாிதட்தம் - 

ிஞ்ஞாண முதுாி 

MSc (Clean Energy 
Tech) 

Master of Arts in 
Sinhala 

සිංහ  ශාස්ත්රපති  சிங்கபம் - முதுாி MA (Sinh) 

Master of Business 
Administration  

වයාපාර පරිපා නපති ிகிருாகம்- 

முதுாி 

MBA 

Master of Arts in Tamil ලෙමළ ශාස්ත්රපති 

 

ிழ் -  முதுாி MA (Tam) 

 
 
SLQF Level 11 
Qualification type: Master of Philosophy Abbreviation: MPhil 

Examples in English Examples in Sinhala Examples in Tamil Abbreviation 

Master of Philosophy in 

Business Economics 

වයාපාර ්ථික ක විෙයාව -

ෙථිශනපති   

ிகப் வதாருபில் -

முதுத்துாி 

MPhil (Bus Ec) 
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SLQF Level 12 
Qualification type: Doctorate   Abbreviation: D 

Examples in English Examples in Sinhala Examples in Tamil Abbreviation 

Doctor of Philosophy in 

Business Economics 

වයාපාර ්ථික ක විෙයාව - 

ෙථිශනසූරී 

ிகப் வதாருபில் - 

கனாிி 

PhD (Bus Ec) 

Doctor of Medicine වවෙය විශාරෙ ருத்துக் கனாிி MD 

Doctor of Laws නීති විශාරෙ சட்டக் கனாிி DLL 

Doctor of Science විෙයාසූරී ிஞ்ஞாணக் கனாிி DSc 

 

 

 

 

Prof Nilanthi de Silva 

Director, QAC 

30 January 2020 
 


